The College of Wooster

Open Works
Wooster Magazine: 1991-2000

Wooster Magazine

Winter 1991

Wooster Magazine: Winter 1991
Peter Havholm

Follow this and additional works at: https://openworks.wooster.edu/wooalumnimag_1991-2000

Recommended Citation
Havholm, Peter, "Wooster Magazine: Winter 1991" (1991). Wooster Magazine: 1991-2000. 10.
https://openworks.wooster.edu/wooalumnimag_1991-2000/10

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Wooster Magazine at Open Works, a service of The
College of Wooster Libraries. It has been accepted for inclusion in Wooster Magazine: 1991-2000 by an authorized
administrator of Open Works. For more information, please contact openworks@wooster.edu.
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On October 13th, 1990, residents and the eponymous
hero (in close-up above, with Leila Luce) o f Henry
Luce III Hall gathered to mark the occasion with a
photograph. Other photographs and much of the text in
this issue celebrate Wooster’s newest building and the
new models o f educational community from which it
evolved.
Other persons who joined Luce’s student resi
dents to celebrate are, on the lower right on the front
cover, Eileen Pulling, Thomas Pulling (Chairman
and CEO ofShearson Asset M anagement and mem
ber o f the Board o f Directors of The Henry Luce
Foundation) and Robert E. Armstrong (President of
the Foundation). On the lower right on the outside
back cover are David Wrobel (history) and Becky
Wrobel, co-directors o f Luce Hall in its inaugural year.
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INTRODUCTION

W elcoming
Henry Luce III H all
by Peter H avholm

ince the planning for Hoover Cottage in
1895, discussions of residential life at
Wooster have often included a concern
for learning. Though Hoover and stu
dent residences built since have expressed
that concern with varying success, the College
has continued to believe that residential life
ought to be organically related to academic life
rather than merely an appendage.
Henry Luce III Hall, whose dedication is
celebrated in this issue of Wooster, is in part
the result of years of thought about how best to
do this. In fact, the first proposal that can be
connected with what became Luce Hall
reflects some of the ideas widely valued now,
long before they became accepted at Wooster.
In a 1963 note about a new housing unit
for 150 that would allow the removal of
Behoteguy, French House and Holden Annex,
then Dean of Women Edith Frey wrote: “It has
been suggested that the proposed building be
a dormitory designed to [include a section to]
meet the needs of language students, that is, a
sufficient number of units with lounge and
bedroom to accommodate approximately twen
ty-five students and their head residents.
“The success of experiments in co-ed
dorms at other colleges, plus considerable inter
est in making the advantages of language hous
es available to men as well as women at Wooster,
leads me to suggest that study be given to hous
ing both men and women in language units
where lounge facilities would be shared.”

PHOTO BYMATT DIQARD
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The idea is simple: that living on a resi
dential college campus can be a learning expe
rience and an occasion for learning coordinate
with the learning in the classroom. However, as
most readers know and as the article beginning
on page fourteen discusses with current resi
dential staff, the idea is far from easy to achieve.
Residential life staff are not the complain
ing type. In fact, people quick to claim injury
are unlikely to enter the field because one of
the few things sure about the job is that you’ll
never get it right. Set up procedures to help stu
dent groups do a better job of impressing the
campus with the importance of the option they
offer and you’re treated like the meddling
police. Meet obvious crime with swift retribu
tion and you get two follow-up calls: one from a
parent threatening a law suit and the other
from a faculty member who cannot believe you
have so cavalierly harmed an advisee.
In the same minute, it is possible for a
member of Wooster’s residential life staff to be
damned for being too “politically correct” in
policies defining culpable harassm ent and for
being too soft on students who harass.
Naturally, any attempt at marking out
a middle ground is quickly con
demned by all parties as typically
wishy-washy.
And yet the people interviewed
for this issue — and the host of stu
dents who work with them in the resi
dence halls — continue to do their

jobs with pleasure, often with panache. One
wishes Wooster could do something more tan
gible than merely thank them for their fine
work.
In an important way, The College of
Wooster has done this for us. Extensive discus
sions between Dagit Saylor Architects and
members of Wooster’s residential life staff went
into the design and execution of Luce Hall. As
a result, the building reflects the staffs con
cept of how best to encourage living and learn
ing. Heretofore, they have had to implement
the policy in buildings whose understanding of
learning activities ended with two lounges, one
with and one without attractive furniture.
Luce seems luxurious for a dormitory
because it is the first of Wooster’s residence
halls that was never conceived as a dormitory.
Peter Saylor’s discussion of design beginning
on page six and early reports of the quality of
life in Luce suggest that the building repre
sents a fundamental improvement in the
College’s ability to provide a true living learn
ing experience for its students. It has been
designed to do the best job ever of meeting
fundamental residential needs for privacy,
association, and comfort while encouraging
the incorporation of learning into daily life.
Luce brilliantly affirms the approach Wooster’s
residential life staff developed as the old set of
rules was being discarded in the late 1960s
and early 70s.
For reasons discussed above, the staff
does not need the validation Luce represents.
It will be directly assisted, however, by Luce as
a model for all future student housing and its
renovation at Wooster.
For these and other gifts, the College
took an evening to thank those who made

The view o f Henry Luce III Hall on the outside covers is
from the north. This view is from the south east, and
that is Merz Hall at fa r left, across Beall Avenue from
Luce.

In addition to being a founding member of the comedy
group Don’t Throw Shoes, Eric Pfeffmger ’92 draws the
cartoon strip “Winston”for the Voice. Winston is on the
right in this picture, and you may check his judgment
on page 23.

M att Dilyard (r.) sets up for
the photograph that graces
our front and back covers.
Also pictured are his staff
for the occasion, from I: Jeff
Hanna (Director of College
Relations), Susan
Stranahan ’68 (Alumni
Trustee, member of the
Board’s Public Relations
Subcommittee), Wes Tree
(Director of News Services)
and Peter Havholm (editor

o/Woosterj.
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The official Luce T-shirt,
modeled by residents Amy
Hollaway and Rich
McClelland ’91s. On the
front: “Living Luce and
Loving It. ” On the back, the
residence hall’s Great Seal.
The T-shirt was designed by
the 1990-91 Luce program
ming board.

Luce possible, and principally the long-time
friend and Trustee for whom the building is
named. Beginning on page twenty-two, we
invite you to join the celebration.
The energy and creativity of Wooster
students continue to meet the College half way
in its efforts to encourage learning outside the
classroom, in and out of Luce. One of the latest
examples is the comedy group Don’t Throw
Shoes, whose birth and infancy co-founder
Eric Pfeffinger ’92 chronicles beginning on
page thirty. His piece, like many others this
magazine has presented in its “After Class”
department, is a quick demonstration of how
experience teaches.
At our invitation, Gordon Wright ’57 has
written about how experience continues to
teach long after college in “The Penumbra of
Obscurity,” beginning on page twenty-six. We
take particular pleasure in presenting in
“Practicum” the story of so seemingly imprac
tical a venture as Wright’s New York concert
series of works by forgotten romantic com
posers. We think the story a fine argument in
favor of doing something for its own sake.
For the rest, Nancy Grace reports on
books by alumni beginning on page thirty-four,
and Jeff Todd ’84 reports on news of particular
interest to alumni beginning on page thirty-six.
Finally, one of the trips through the archives in
preparation for this issue has resulted in a new
contest, on page sixty-four. ^

Further R eflections

E

ditor:

My hope in examining IS as it
now stands was to launch a vigorous
discussion and debate; perhaps J. W
Everett Jr.’s response in the Fall 1990 issue of
Wooster was the only reaction, or representative
of other responses. If I may, I would like to
comment on just a few of the points in his let
ter — hardly the searching debate I envisaged,
but perhaps some of my remarks will have
wider interest and application.
I must confess that in parts his logic was
opaque to me, for instance his intimation that
since IS and the faculty leave program were
instituted together they would have to go out
together. But that balances matters since I
don’t seem to have made myself clear to him,
either.
He seems to believe, for instance, that I
said IS succeeds in promoting closeness

between faculty adviser and student. In fact, I
tried to say that success depends heavily on
the adviser, and IS succeeds when the adviser
has the special skills it requires, including the
ability to relate to the advisee, which is far
from always the case.
He dwells at some length on my passing
reference to USA Today, supposing that I was
talking about using newspapers “for academic
purposes,” by which I would guess he means
as references for term papers. Actually, I made
the comparison as a sort of analogy for and
illustration of two different frames of mind—
how current students are bored by the Times's,
sedate printed presentation of masses of verbal
information and choose the garishly colored,
jerky print bites in USA Today — the MTV of
journalism. The question needing discussion

is whether this preference is a symptom of
increasing unwillingness to absorb large
amounts of information from the printed word.
(I might note that I would be very happy
if students did resemble Bertrand Russell —
content to ingest detective stories while travel
ling but ready and eager to tackle tough ques
tions of logic and metaphysics in normal cir
cumstances — something which Mr. Everett
neglected to mention.)
In fact, the basic educational problem is
how to change ingrained attitudes massively
reinforced by the students’ whole surrounding
culture and previous experience. Mr. Everett
ignores the practical question of how to break
long-standing habits and form new ones. It is
not done by professorial fiat, even from a law
professor, as he seems to suggest; to think so
indicates considerable innocence about the
realities of teaching. In my experience IS
comes too late and is too little to make those
changes.
Mr. Everett’s dismissive reference to
quantification puzzles me. It is true that I
spoke of cost accounting, but I had thought it
clear that I was using the expression in a
metaphorical sense, since my concern was
strain on the faculty. I have discovered in talk
ing directly with a number of faculty members
who are conscientious IS advisers that the feel
ing of overwork is stronger than ever. This is
no matter of numbers but a real, human prob
lem, seldom acknowledged.
I also learned from knowledgeable
friends of a difficulty I did not mention previ
ously, which hurts students directly and the
College indirectly. In recent enrollment peri
ods there appears to have been a severe short
age of places in courses which students want
or need. If IS were revised as I suggested,
those with reduced course duties because of a
heavy IS advising load would be freed up to
offer more courses to alleviate this shortage.
All these things are actualities, and I
firmly believe that they should be addressed.
In my experience a great deal of talk about IS
has been little more than flailing the air with
“mays” and “mights” — e.g., IS “may cause a
much more brilliant, if even later, blooming.” It
would be a shame if IS were to persist in a cal
cified form through an uncritically examined
mixture of nostalgia, myth, wishful thinking,
and inertia.
James Haden
Athens, Greece

The Faith Should Not
Be Watered Down
You published my letter immediately
after Ann Dill’s letter, as if it held a middle of
the ground position, more reasonable than
Ann’s, and one which might justify Wooster’s
unwillingness to proclaim the excellence of the
good news of Jesus Christ.
We ought to mention that my original
letter was severely edited by you. All really
Christian references were deleted. I gave per
mission for the remaining letter to be used
because I did not know that you would publish
a greater witness, which you obviously did.

LETTERS
Proclaiming Jesus Christ as the Light of
the World is worlds apart from framing dog
mas to found a church on. Each one of us has
to seek the greatest truth. If for us it is Jesus
Christ, we ought not to rationalize away his life
or teachings. That is exactly what many main
line pastors and many me-first lay groups are
doing. They have a right to do what they
please, but why must they try to take over the
organizations who have come together in the
name of Jesus Christ? Many liberal Christians
prefer to worship with fundamentalists who at
least don’t mind studying Jesus’ life.
Making dogmatic assertions about what
each passage of the Old or New Testament
means is not in the spirit of Jesus. The Old
Testament can be appreciated only in contrast
to the more barbaric writings of the same time
frame in history. Looking backward in Jesus’
spirit one can see there purpose, secular and
religious history, and Jesus’ own inspiration as
he studied it as a child.
If inquirers stay close to Jesus, they will
not go far astray. Others have no real justifica
tion for using his name or title. There are close
followers of Jesus who will not use the name
Christian because it has become identified
with evil-acting states.

No one should opt for dogmatism, but
the faith should not be watered down.
Christians above all should be compassionate
and understanding. They already do more than
their share of people-care the world around.
They have an obligation to expect efforts at
moral behavior from their leaders, as well as
repentance. The large numbers of main-line
ministers who have divorced their wives goes
contrary to the explicit teachings of Jesus. At
least most fundamentalists reconcile with their
families when they err. A spokesman for the
Roman Catholic Church said on television that
even most priests have no sense of sin. Jesus
said, “Go, and sin no more.”
We need to get rid of is the hypocrisy of
appearances, not to add to the break-up of all
moral values.
Christians have raised the status of
women in every country on earth — from fight
ing the binding of baby girls’ feet in China to
fighting the custom for widows to climb on
their husbands’ funeral pyres in India. Helen
Romig ’29 used to pick up abandoned baby
girls as part of her work in China.
The church around the world knows
what the missionaries have done. They know
the power of Jesus Christ in their own lives.

They know that we were created to live within
certain limits. We are not God. Even ecological
sanity and peace are impossible without stable
families who will sweat together to do the work
of conservation and reconciliation.
Serving is more effective than seeking
the chief seats, yet it can lead to the greatest
self-fulfillment.
I may not agree entirely with Ann but I
have more disagreement with those who, in
the hope of inter-cultural appreciation, throw
out the greatest gift to mankind, Jesus Christ.
He was an Easterner. His ancestors came from
Iraq. He was Jewish. A manuscript in the
monastery on the top of the mountain in Leh,
Ladak, Kashmir, says that as a young man he
came to India and studied Eastern thought.
This makes sense for a boy who lived on a car
avan route, and who was seeking from the time
he was twelve. It is the West that has corrupted
his teachings, yet we thank God for any procla
mation of his work. We need a liberal arts edu
cation to understand religion which means
only relationship to humankind and to our
Creator.
Ora Anderson Mongiore ’33
Saratoga Springs, New York SQ

A question that arises in any discussion of residential
life at Wooster is how much the College has changed. It
is a question explicit and implicit in the letters on these
pages, too. Arguably, this picture of the entire student
body having its portrait made in 1947 is ocular proof of
two changes. In 1991, the group would be about twice
this size, and, in 1991, you couldn’t get it together.
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The Design of Luce Hall
by Peter Saylor

In our initial conversations with the
College, we discussed two sites for the new resi
dence hall. Ultimately, we wound up choosing
the more challenging.

On the campus map, above, “1” marks the site not cho
sen for Wooster’s new residence hall. According to archi
tect Saylor, “We felt it should be left for the future
because of its natural beauty. ”Luce Hall is pictured in
place on its chosen site at “2. ”

On the Friday evening before the opening
of Henry Luce III Hall, Peter Saylor ofDagit
Saylor Architects spoke about the several ideas
that came together to make the residence hall so
handsome, comfortable, stimulating and fitting
an edifice.
n our initial conversations with the
College, we discussed two potential sites
for the new residence hall. Ultimately, we
wound up choosing the more challenging
of the two. The site near the tennis courts and
Galpin Park was more beautiful, but in many
ways one we felt should be left for the future
because of its natural beauty.
In contrast, the site we chose at what I
called the “southern gate” was an ill-defined,
ragged edge of the campus. But by choosing
that location, we thought we could create a
positive gateway image. So there actually were
several important reasons for choosing this
site on the southeastern corner of the campus.
We knew we could, with this building, arrest
the declining real estate and the commercial
ization that was slowly climbing up Beall
Avenue toward the campus. The site also gave
the College a chance to establish a town-gown
border with its neighbors — a border that was
clear and could set up a transition between
what was college property and what was town
property through the creation of green areas.

I

Before Luce, the transition from
single-family residences to College
buildings was abrupt.

PHOTO BY MATT DILYARD

The College gave five houses
on the Luce site to Habitat
for Humanity on the condi
tion that they be moved
from the site. Habitat raised
the money necessary to
move them, and they are
now fully functioning resi
dences elsewhere in Wooster
Here are two of them at the
corner of Liberty and Spink,
en route to their new
locations.

At the outset, no one thought the south
ern site was large enough. But removing some
of the houses on the site and a street made it
bigger and bigger. Moreover, this site did per
mit us to relate to the large-scale houses (like
Miller Manor) along Beall Avenue on that side
of the campus. Before the residence hall was
constructed, the transition from the smaller
scale residences to the institutional-sized
buildings was rather abrupt. You went directly
from residences to Scheide Music Center. The
new building was an attempt to bridge that
scale and, consequently, that gap.
The site for Luce is between
Scheide Music Center and
Miller Manor, almost directly on
what was once East Pine Street.
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“I would say that Babcock, in particular, was a role
model for us. Babcock’s bay windows, high peaked
roof, pattern brick work, ornamented metal down
spouts, scupper boxes, and steel-encased windows all
create a strong sense of identity, and we wanted to
try to fit the new building into that context.”

Our desire from the start was to
relate very much to the particular architec
tural characteristics that I think Wooster
has. We talked a great deal in our initial
stages about the character and style of
Wooster. It has what we call a collegiate
gothic appearance. That is certainly not a
unique style, but it is manifested in varied
ways from college to college.
The unique Wooster look is, I think,
particularly evident in buildings like Galpin
Hall and Babcock Hall. I would say that
Babcock, in particular, was a role model for
us. Babcock’s bay windows, high peaked
roof, pattern brick work, ornamented metal
downspouts, scupper boxes, and steelencased windows all create a strong sense
of identity, and we wanted to try to fit the
new building into that context. That was
also true in the color palette that we chose.
We wanted to fit the new building into the
creamy beige and ocher tones that are
found in a variety of shades on campus.

Dunbarton House in the District of Columbia “repre
sents a ‘p ure’ Georgian scheme with a central pavilion
flanked by two equal pavilions linked by connector
pieces. ”
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‘We looked carefully at the front elevation of Mount
Vernon, which is one that most people seldom see pub
lished. When you look at M ount Vernon in this way, you
find that it has all the characteristics of being ordered
but that a lot of license has been taken; the doors and
windows come out in asymmetrical ways. Our forefa
thers took considerable liberties with order in accom
plishing their particular program. A nd that is what we
encouraged be done with Luce Hall. ”

While we were talking about working
within the institutional collegiate gothic style,
we were also discussing the opportunity for
smaller scale housing. The College was look
ing for individualistic, smaller units as
opposed to a large institutional appearance.
In thinking about a more “house-like”
scale, we explored the traditional five-part
Georgian scheme. There are two distinct
examples of that scheme that we thought
about. The first is Dunbarton House in the
District of Columbia. This represents a “pure”
Georgian scheme with a central pavilion
flanked by two equal pavilions linked by con
nector pieces. Dunbarton House has the sym
metry and perfection that most people think of
when they think of Georgian architecture. It is
stately and orderly.

At the same time, we examined Mount
Vernon as an example of Georgian architecture
of a different sort. When one thinks of Mount
Vernon, most people are attuned to seeing the
garden front with big pillars. We looked care
fully at the front elevation, which is one that
most people seldom see published. When you
look at Mount Vernon in this way, you find that
it has all the characteristics of being ordered
but that a lot of license has been taken; the
doors and windows come out in asymmetrical
ways. Our forefathers took considerable liber
ties with order in accomplishing their particu
lar program. And that is what we encouraged
be done with Luce Hall.

9

Consequently, the plan became three
more equal parts instead of a central section
and two flanking wings, and we used the con
necting links for the stair towers. The five-part
plan is, then, the basis for the order that holds
our building together, but we took a great deal
of license from order. For instance, we inten
tionally sited the building in a skewed manner.
That gave us distinctly different characteristics
to the two sides of the building — a formal
front on the north side and a garden front on
the south.
In the development of the architecture
there were many opportunities for both using
the rules and breaking them. The organization
of the building inside was based on the
Colleges desire to avoid long hallways and an
expressed interest in an unconventional hous
ing arrangement — specifically an arrange
ment in which more intimate groups of stu
dents could be accommodated and in which a
variety of individual, personalized rooms could
occur. This led us very early in our discussions
to focus on the two-story
suites. We liked these very
much in terms of how they ani
mated the facades, giving us
large order openings which
could be expressed in the bigscale windows of the flanking
pavilion houses. In some ways
the third-floor rooms became
the most dynamic because we
chose to take advantage of the
peaked roofs. These provided
us opportunities for making
garrett-type spaces, and the
idiosyncrasies that one gets
out of those spaces gives par
ticular joy to those rooms.

Above: the west face o f the
building, toward Beall Avenue.

The Smucker computer room in
Luce has some o f the most
advanced computer hardware and
software on campus, right next to
the laundry room. Here, Gretchen
Sack ’91 slips a load in the washer
while waiting for the laser printer
to produce her second draft.

The garden front to the south.
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The suite arrangement permitted us to
establish all varieties of student groupings —
six students to a suite, nine to a suite, twelve to
a suite — as well as opportunities for singles
and doubles. As the building is all woven
together, there is really only one hallway that
runs through the second level of the complex.
Because of that we achieved the desire for indi
vidual small clustering while, at the same time,
gaining the efficiency of a single building, par
ticularly with regard to housekeeping, mainte
nance, a single elevator, and access for dis
abled.

This is a third-floor
room in the French
House. The French and
German suites are
named in memory o f
Inez K. Gaylord ’03.
Suite D, the German house, for twelve.

Henry L u c e i l l H a l l w a s built i n 1 9 3 1 ) w i t h
a major gift from The Henry Luce Foundation.
The College also recognizes with gratitude
these other donors who made generous gifts
to this Residence Hall.

As Henry Luce III makes
clear in his remarks begin
ning on page twenty-four,
buildings like Luce Hall rise
from foundations of com
mitment to the goals of their
institutions. A t right is one
expression of Wooster’s
thanks for such commit
ment, permanently set in
the building’s main entryway on the north side.

EDITH G. AND EDWARD J. ANDREW
BOGNER CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
MR. AND MRS. DONALD W. BUEHLER
THE CLASS OF 1939
; "
MARGARET PARSONS CRITCHFIELD
H. B. EBERT CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
DR. AND MRS. T. WILLIAM EVANS
GEORGE A. GASTON CHARITABLE TRUST
MR. AND MRS. STANLEY C, GAULT
MRS. EDWARD K. GAYLORD
THE GRABLE FOUNDATION
PAUL L. KENDALL AND SHARON K. RIVES
JOSEPHINE A. LOWRIE
JO AND HOWARD MORRIS
DONALD E. AND ALICE M. NOBLE
PETER RAPP TRUST
RUBBERMAID INCORPORATED
GRETCHEN H. SHAFER
THE J. M. SMUCKER COMPANY
MARJORIE F. SNIDER
STANLEY R. WELTY
NELLIE ETTIE WINTER

PHOTO BY MATT DIEftRD

Saylor believes that “quirks and idiosyncracies”are a
source of delight. Note the varying patterns in the brick
work and the shot windows just to the left o f one of the
six huge bay windows.

The other unique characteristics in the
building stem from the College’s request for
special spaces to fit its own programs. These
spaces include study areas, the computer area,
the language laboratory, and the recreational
spaces. No space was considered mundane.
Even the laundry was taken into consideration
in this regard. Washing clothes is an important
daily function that we felt obliged to knit into
the operation of the lower level so that all the
activities of daily living are thought of in an
interrelated way. While you are doing your
laundry, instead of watching the machine run,
you can go a few steps across the hallway and
work on the computers next door.

John Mallon ’91 and Cathy Gallagher ’91 in the
Gaylord language lab.

Luce Hall achieves “small clustering while, at the
same time, gaining the efficiency o f a single build
ing, particularly with regard to housekeeping,
maintenance, a single elevator, and access for dis
abled.”

12

The Gault formal lounge, looking out on the gar
den front to the south.

Vitruvius once said that all architecture
requires three characteristics: firmness, com
modity, and delight. The first two, I think, can
be rather easily achieved. It is the quality of
delight that really makes a building unique.
We sought to bring that delight to Luce Hall
through the small detailed quirks and idiosyn
crasies such as the particular patterning of
bricks, small, square openings around the
facades, or the myriad of opportunities for spe
cial details.
Prior to Luce Hall, our experiences with
college and university residence halls during
the past ten years was exclusively a matter of
renovating existing residence halls. In that pro
cess we were attempting to correct and add
those amenities which are in
demand by today’s students and
today’s college administrations.
Consequently, we got our feet wet
learning what does and does not
work. It was, then, with this back
log of experience that we
approached Luce Hall as an oppor
tunity to create an ideal residence
hall. I don’t know whether Luce
Hall will be judged ideal, but it
does represent a new benchmark
in the design of living spaces on
campuses. £2

One of several “whimseys,” this one set
in a wall between lounges on the lower
level.

Jennifer Kalbaugh ’93 (I.) and
Diana Ruehl ’91 in the open
lounge outside the second-floor
entrance to
Suite H (the Russian House),
given by the H.B. Ebert
Charitable Foundation.

The Rubbermaid multi-purpose room, on the lower level.
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here is more than one way to think
about residential life at an American
college. Some colleges keep their stu
dents off-campus, as the University of
Wooster required before Hoover Cottage was
completed in 1895. Others provide on-campus
housing but leave it to the occupants to man
age. Still others govern through strict regula
tion of visitation hours, dress, and decorum.
Wooster’s approach, in common with that of
many of its peers, is more difficult than any of
these; some see it as impossibly idealistic and
some as a model. It is unarguably complex.
One may understand residential life at a
liberal arts college as the expression of three
levels of need. First, people need a place to
conduct the fundamental business of life, a
place that has beds and bathrooms and a roof
that doesn’t leak. At the next level, people need
a functioning community: they need a network
of understandings through which to regulate
their relationships with others. At the highest
level, everyone needs to continue to grow in
understanding, of the self, of others, and of the
world around.
Separation of these needs is artificial;
they are rarely disentangled in life. But the
hierarchy suggests a real priority relationship:
if a problem at the bottom level grabs one’s
attention, concerns about community and
learning tend to be put by until the more basic

T

PHOTO BY MATT DILYARD

“The basic needs are shelter, safety,
comfort, and food. ”

Residential Life
by Peter H avholm

“The whole nature o f the institution
would have to change in order to change our
present approach to student life.

Dean o f Students Kenneth Plusquellec ’57.
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need has been met. Moreover, it is not neces
sarily effective to think about residential life
exclusively in terms of the top level.
For example, Dwayne Davis, Director of
Residential Life at Wooster since 1987, occa
sionally finds himself talking with members of
the faculty about the noise level in the resi
dence halls. When he does, he tries to provide
some of this kind of context.
“The basic needs in a student's life are
shelter, safety, comfort, and food. The primitive
questions are ‘Where is my residence hall?
Who is my roommate? Where is the bath
room? Where is the dining hall?’ You might
skip class today, and maybe miss lunch, but
you are going to come home to your room
tonight. If a student isn’t resting well, isn’t
enjoying the social aspects of her life, she is
not going to perform well.
“I tell the staff that our big responsibility
is to provide an environment that is supportive
of the students’ academic, social, and personal
goals. If we provide a place just for study, then
thafs all the resident will do, and eventually
thafs going to catch up to him. Similarly, if we
provide a place just for social activities, that
will interfere with academic needs.
“Residence halls are quieter than when I
first started in this profession six years ago
because there is a lot of pressure to study,
study, study. That means the resident assis
tants have to deal more with stress related
behaviors, such as coming back to the resi
dence hall and just screaming. Part of our role

is to provide a place for that to happen. That’s
why I don’t discourage a certain level of noise.
“Of course, near the end of a semester,
we start getting complaints about people walk
ing too hard. We had a student this week who
was absolutely put out because the person
above him was talking too loud, and it ended
up that no one was up there. I have actually
had a student come in and say ‘I have to move
out of my room because my roommate brush
es her hair in the morning and it drives me
crazy.’
“I appreciate it when faculty call me
when students tell them they can’t study
because a residence hall is too noisy. I also
have to say that I don’t believe that noise in the
hall last night prevented a student from doing a
paper. But I check into all of the complaints,
and often there is every indication that either
the student was actively participating in the
noisy activity or that the noise level was no dif
ferent from the usual.
“Another fact about the noise issue,
though, is that, when Babcock was built, for
example, the big thing to have was a small
desk radio which distorted horribly if you
turned it up too far and which could be heard
two rooms away, maybe. But now, when a stu
dent turns on a 100-watts-per-channel stereo,
the whole building feels it when the speakers
kick in, even before the music starts. Our
buildings were built solid and straight, and
that makes sound carry further.
“In Luce Hall, there’s a lot of dead space,
and there are almost no straight lines in the
building. There are more doors that close auto
matically. In Babcock or Douglass or Andrews,
the hallways are long, not carpeted, tile over
cement. But they didn’t have to worry about
‘sound systems’ when they built Babcock or
Douglass.”
Curious about other aspects of residen
tial life at Wooster that might have changed
over the years, the writer begged an invitation
to Davis’ weekly meeting of residence hall
directors in the last week of first semester, just
before exams.
Wooster changed from a system of
“house mothers” in women’s halls and male
faculty members in men’s buildings in the late
1960s and early 70s. In the old system, neither
house mothers nor faculty were expected to

stories, perhaps occasionally made more col
orful for the visitor.
Each director is asked to report what
has happened during the week. Others break
in to add information, to help, or to joke, as
each succeeding Director takes the floor. A
sampling follows.
•

— “We had a lot of pranks this week —
everything from pennying doors to shaving
cream. It’s getting out of hand. And no one will
tell on anyone. They know who’s doing it, but
they won’t say. It’s really starting to annoy me.
Two people got sick over the weekend because
of alcohol, and one person got an alcohol tick
et.”
•

— ‘T he computer center called to tell
me that the reason our network has been
down for ten days — at the end of the semester
with no access to the laser printer — was one
student’s computer. His machine alone was
sabotaging the whole network — and he didn’t
even know it.”
•

Director of Housing Betty Rea.

take a major role in influencing the behavior of
their charges. There were a Dean of Women, a
Dean of Men, and a long list of specific rules
to do that.
In the new system, however, hall direc
tors and their staffs are expected to work close
ly with the students in their buildings (as well
as with a range of other College staff) to create
and maintain “an environment supportive of
the students’ academic, social, and personal
goals.”
Five minutes into the meeting, one is
struck by two things. One is that, after a
semester that begins with two weeks of
intense training and is filled with this kind of
meeting, formal and informal, with their peers,
their staffs, and with other members of the
Deans’ staff — these people effortlessly exude
competence. They range in experience from
Assistant Dean of Students Sylvia Young, on
the staff since 1988, to several administrative
interns who graduated last year, but they all
know what they are doing, cheerfully aware
that any illusion of total control is a dangerous
chimera. Imagine a group of extremely compe
tent young professionals ruefully sharing war

— “At 3:30 this morning, I was awak
ened by a huge banging noise. I had to get up,
climb up the fire escape, and remove a piece of
wood someone had tied out there to swing in
the wind.”
•

— “My car got five tickets for being
parked where they told me to park it.”
•

— “A person punched out a window.
Whoever did it really wanted to do it; it was
completely smashed from the center out.”
•

— “There’s been a lot of shaving cream
stuff in our first-floor bathroom, but it doesn’t
seem to be our people.”
— “We chased four non-students out of
our building for using shaving cream in the
first-floor john. Maybe they’re the ones?”
•

— “I woke up this morning and found
out there’s a couch missing.”
— “It’s in the Service Building. I saw it
there this morning.”
— “Great! I’m glad it wasn’t stolen.”
•

— “A woman came to the door and said
Tm really upsef and threw up on me.”
— “Were you wearing your Penn sweat
shirt?”
— “No, but she told me how much bet
ter she felt after she had done that.”
•

— “We had to break up a party for not
observing quiet hours. I handed out an alcohol
ticket, but it will be challenged: ‘It was a plastic
cup, so how do you know there was alcohol in
it?”’
— ‘T he women above me are really
noisy, and I wish they’d move, but otherwise
Tm pretty slow.”
•

— ‘Tve spent a lot of time with one
major counseling problem, compounded by
exams, stress, and home worries — all very

legitimate concerns in this case. I spend a lot
of time with her; we’ve gone through half a jar
•of coffee. I just leave the apartment door open,
and she knows she can drop by when she
needs to.”
•

— “My third floor voted to have a noisy
half hour but neglected to inform anyone else
of their decision.”
•

— “We had a study break with a fire and
s’mores. People actually stayed after they got
their marshmallows, so we were really happy.”
•

— “We announced a required hall meet
ing on vandalism with Dwayne [Davis] as the
speaker. It was a joke to get them all to come
to our Christmas party, where we had presents
for them from all their parents whom we’d writ
ten to secretly. All the vandals got really
scared. ‘Is he going to pick on me?’ they want
ed to know. I said, ‘Well, if you’ve been break
ing things, he will.’ Even after the party got
started, people asked me, ‘Where’s Dwayne?’
‘C’mon,’ I said. ‘You’re a little slow. That was a
joke. He’s not coming.’”
•

Residential life staff have to remind
themselves, sometimes, about the unchanging
aspects of student life. Director of Housing
Betty Rea remembers past director of Scot
Lanes Jerry Limbach joking on the occasion of
his retirement: “Fve been here for twenty
years, and I’ve learned an awful lot. But you
know what? Students haven’t learned a darned
thing.”
“Isn’t that great?” asks Rea. “If I don’t
think about that weekly, I think about it every
year at room-draw time. We have amazingly
resourceful students at Wooster with all kinds
of brilliant plans for getting what they want,
but they don’t know I wasn’t born yesterday. It’s
as if I haven’t heard the little number-switching
game for ten years. And every year, I hear
myself saying ‘no’ to the same questions, and I
think, ‘I just told you that!’ but then I remem
ber that it was last year — or five years ago.”
Or, in institutional terms, a hundred
years ago. The second inference forced upon

the visitor at a directors’ meeting in 1990
(assisted by the reading of past issues of the
Index) is that some things have not changed in
the 124-year history of the College. Students
still penny doors, break things, get loud,
experiment with odd behavior and alcohol,
fight with their roommates, and generally
behave like young people with intelligence,
spirit — and the capacity to make spectacular
mistakes.
Coping with this crowd, no matter the
system of staffing, has never been and will
never be easy. Ancient faculty debates about
student behavior make for some of the most
tortured reading in Wooster’s history and the
conclusion that the resilience of youth is
required equipment on the residential life front
lines.
Davis is proud of his directors and of
their staffs, the student resident
assistants. “The students’ evaluation of the RAs
and enforcement policies is pretty good. They
have a few concerns here and there, but over
all it’s very high. I think the lowest rating on
the formal evaluation we just finished was 3.6
on a 5-point scale with 3 being a ‘no opinion.’”
But perhaps one gets a positive evalua
tion for leniency?
“Absolutely incorrect. Faculty who give
all As are not given high ratings, and recent
evaluations of RAs have shown that if they don’t
perform, they get rated down. It’s one of the
most evaluated positions on any campus; RAs
are the most criticized. People constantly talk
about the RAs, and students look up to them
— and therefore expect so much of them. One
of the comments I remember was: ‘I don’t
know what he could do better, but he could
turn the lights out at night,’ and that’s not an
abnormal type of comment.”
The application process for the job
seems designed to keep things that way. As
described by Assistant Director of Residential
Life Beth Whiteman (who joined the staff last
fall), it has four stages. There are three inter
views after the written application, with win
nowing after each interview stage. “Some can
didates have described it as being put through
a meat grinder,” says Whiteman, “but we have
When most of Wooster’s resi
dence halls were built, the
powers of personal electron
ic equipment were puny.

180 applicants this year for 30 openings in
1991-92.
“I think on most campuses,” Whiteman
continues, “you find that it is the ultimate lead
ership position. RAs deal with so many issues,
with a diverse population, with a range of
needs, and that certainly means something in
terms of useable experience. Residential life
staff help students develop; that is what our
business is about. I don’t think there is a more
gratifying job. ”
But are they handling the basic levels?
What about damage?
“I think our damage is on the low end,
nationally speaking,” says Davis, “though not
the lowest. It has come down immensely, as a
matter of fact. In the last few years, the section
and club damage bills — which include things
like fireworks shot off, exit signs torn down,
ceiling tiles torn down, furniture damage —
went from $1,000 a year or more to less than
$200 a year. They now have some of the least
damage among all the residence halls.
“But an interesting thing is that if you
were a stranger and you toured our residence
halls and ranked them from best-looking to
worst-looking living space, the size of the dam
age bills — from least to most — would almost
correspond.
“Right now, Kenarden is obviously the
place where the most damage is done. But
some of Kenarden is held together with chew
ing gum; it’s hard to tell what damage happened
yesterday and what happened ten years ago.
“If you’re sitting at your desk and there’s
a hole, you use your pencil to explore that hole
a bit, and the hole gets bigger, and then it
becomes a habit. In the hallway, you start pick
ing at the holes that are small, and all of a sud-

Kenarden will be fixed. In February,
the Trustees approved a
$4.2 million renovation.
den they’re big. Or you see a loose piece of
wood and you shake it, and this time it falls, so
that missing wood is something that gets
reported as damage today, but it had been
ready to fall off by itself for years.
“We need Kenarden fixed as soon as
possible.”
Kenarden will be fixed. In February, the
Trustees approved a $4.2 million renovation to
begin in May, and now Betty Rea has to house
students in 1991-92 without the 187 beds
Kenarden provides. Director of Housing since
1980, Rea has not faced precisely this chal
lenge before, but “Fve labored over space allo
cations for a year, now,” she says, “and unless
something extraordinary happened, like a
huge entering class or a 10 percent jump in
retention, we can do it. If either of those things
did happen, we’d have to find a miracle.”
“Miracle” is a word Rea uses more than
once during a conversation about allocation of
housing space. Perhaps that is because she is
expected so frequently to produce miracles
amidst an amazingly complex set of housing
styles.

Assistant Director of Residential Life and Resident
Director of Holden Hall Beth Whiteman.

Indeed, there has been no more obvious
change in residential life in the last three
decades than the increase in the variety of liv
ing arrangements available. Once, the choices
were essentially four: male/female, upperclass/ first-year, section/independent,
single/double. Now, housing options are
defined in terms of fourteen criteria, many of
which can be mixed.
There are the international program
(Babcock Hall), the humanities and sciences
program (Douglass Hall), and the quiet pro
gram (Wagner). There is still club/section
housing, and there are language programs as
well. Also, however, there are over two dozen
small houses for which student volunteer pro
grams apply, a few such houses which do not
have programs, and charter small houses:
Harambee, Images, Dream and Dene. There
are block housing arrangements, in which stu
dents with a common interest take a block of
rooms in a residence hall. Among areas in resi
dence halls, there are co-ed and single-sex
options and limited and unlimited visitation
options. One may also apply to live off-campus
in non-College housing.
The multiplication of options in residen
tial life has meant that the smallest mid-course
change (like a single roommate shift) has mul
tiple repercussions. “Some roommate prob
lems show up immediately,” says Rea, “but
more often I begin to see them in early
November, as soon as the weather gets bad
and they have to be inside — and after they’ve
been polite and nice until they can’t be that
way anymore. With first-year students, we want
them to try to work it out with talk — to each
other, the RAs, the director — if at all possible.
“If it really cannot be resolved, then we
do relocate them, but that depends on what
the space is like. First semester, women’s
space was very tight, for example, so I had to
make a few wait for second semester.
“When I consider that we have 1,750 stu
dents in College housing, there are times
when I don’t understand how I could possibly

have put those two together. But then, out of
the 1,7501 see only fifty or so a year, so I guess
it could be worse. And certainly there are
some who are not the best of friends, but
they’ve accomplished what we hope will hap
pen: they’ve learned to coexist with tolerance
and understanding.”
“What we hope will happen,” brings up
the second and third levels in the hierarchy of
needs in residential life, and reminds us —
along with the proliferation of program hous
ing — that Wooster has chosen not to leave
community and learning to chance.
In fact, Wooster has never chosen to
leave the quality of residential community to
chance. According to Lucy Notestein’s Wooster
of the Middle West, President Scovel deter
mined that the University of Wooster’s first oncampus housing, Hoover Cottage, “should be a
real hom e,. . . no institutionalized dormitory”
(Vol. 1,195).
Ken Plusquellec ’57, who joined the
Dean of Students’ staff in 1970 and has been
Dean since 1975, remembers a more recent
approach to the ideal.
“A senior woman in 1950 had to be in by
eleven on Saturday evenings,” he says “but
somehow, with the receipt of the diploma, that
person became able to cope with staying out
later than eleven, even on week nights. I don’t
know what was supposed to happen as she
walked across the platform at graduation, but
the College apparently assumed something
did.”
Nevertheless, Plusquellec believes that
the 1950s “rule book” was meant to support
students as they matured. Moreover, he says,
similar support and help is available in 1991 if
the student wants or needs it. “The rule book
is there in both a subtle and a direct kind of
way. We have supplemented the rule book. A
lot of it is not dos and don’ts, now. Rather, it’s
more a matter of our making clear the kind of
environment that this institution believes we
should have for our students.”
Perhaps the College has abandoned the
1950s worry about the perils of women in
shorts, but the Deans’ staff spends a lot of

time, people, and resources on students’ lives
outside the classroom. Occasionally, it is sug
gested that they spend too much time, that
they provide more resources than necessary.
“I think the whole nature of the institu
tion would have to change in order to change
our present approach to student life,” says
Plusquellec. “I think the institution’s style con
tinues to be one of providing a safety net for
our students. I think in the residence life pro
gram we have struck a balance between provid
ing a support service to those students who
want and need it and allowing those who do
not want and need it to go off and do their
independent things. There are schools that do
not provide that kind of assistance to their stu
dents in the residence halls, but they don’t pro
vide it elsewhere, either. Their faculty is not as
caring, supportive, and interventionist as is the
faculty at Wooster.”
Right now, however, Wooster’s approach
to its residential community is under a lot of
pressure. In one sense, that is nothing new.
The epic battle over national fraternities and
sororities presently rocking one campus after
another around the country was fought at

Dwayne Davis, Director of Residential Life.

Wooster in 1915. In another sense, however,
several forces that look old have combined in
new ways.
The great modern change was in 196870, as many readers will remember. A concept
of residential life that had changed little under
Presidents White, Wishart, and Lowry seems
to have disappeared by the fall of 1970.
In a recent position paper, Ken
Plusquellec discusses what has happened
since. “The Family Rights and Privacy Act of
1972 recognized the eighteen-year-old as an
adult, and, in so doing, revolutionized the way
colleges and universities related to their stu
dents. Rules and regulations were now referred
to as ‘expectations,’ and the words common to
this model were ‘independence’ and ‘responsi
bility.’. ..

Jim Citron, Advocate
Since the ’60s, Babcock Hall has been
an International programs residence hall.
According to its present resident director, Jim
Citron, “A little more than a third of the stu
dents in Babcock are international (that is, stu
dents who are citizens of a country other than
the U.S.), and I think a third is probably ideal.”
Citron continues. “We’re not trying to iso
late the international students, and I think we’d
be doing them a disservice if we did, but I
think having a place where there are other peo
ple from your country that you can get together
with at times when the going gets rough is a
helpful thing. Cultural shock is very real. That
first-year adjustment can be very difficult for
American students, and international students
have an extra adjustment automatically.
“Cultural shock shows itself in different
ways. Sometimes, ifs a feeling that Americans
just don’t understand you and you don’t under
stand Americans. There are frustrations in the
discovery that there are so many norms that
are so different. For example, some countries
place values on respect and time that are differ
ent from ours. Some of our international stu
dents are shocked when American students
just get up and walk out of the classroom at
9:50 whether the professor is in the middle of
a sentence or not.
“International students sometimes talk
about how superficial Americans are and how
Americans always say ‘how are you?’ but they
really don’t want to know.
“We also have had students who were
very uneasy about taking showers in groups
where there isn’t a curtain or anything separat
ing them from others. They walk down the hall
to take a shower in a lot more clothes than
American students wear.
“Sometimes I just have to remind some
of the progressive Americans that someone
who is acting according to the mores of his or
her own culture is not an evil person. Some of
the international first-year students are having
a hard time getting used to our First-Year
Seminar topic [“Difference, Power, and
Discrimination: Perspectives on Race, Gender,
Class, and Culture”]. They have grown up in
homogeneous countries or in countries where
class differentiations are more overt and
accepted than here, or with caste systems in
which the darker your skin the lower you fit
into the hierarchy. We have a lot of this sort of
thing too, but we have kept it under the table
and we’re coming to terms with it now. Some
international students have a hard time study
ing it as something that is obviously wrong.”
Essentially, Citron considers himself an
advocate for international students on campus,
working through Babcock’s programming
board and through various campus govern
mental organizations to further the interests of
international students at Wooster. “There is a
strong international community on campus,”
he says, “and I think the College has con
sciously tried to help this part of its communi
ty to be strong and to have a sense of identity.”
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Sylvia Young, Assistant Dean of Students and Director
of Compton Hall.

“The campus became much more
diverse because of a significant increase in the
minority and international student populations.
Students were encouraged to be openly critical
of the society around them. The institution was
viewed by some as the moral conscience of the
world. Rather than withdrawing into the cam
pus, students were encouraged to reach out
and become involved in the ‘real’ world and,
consequently, many of the world’s values were
brought back onto the campus and institution
alized. . . .
“The concept of self-governance, first
adopted in 1968-69, shifts authority for most
aspects of student life from the faculty, admin
istration and Trustees to Campus Council, and
under the Code, twenty-four-hour visitation
was introduced in 1978. The 1978 Code also
goes further in delegating to student residen
tial units control over the key decisions affect
ing the quality of life in those units, and much
of the responsibility for responding to those
whose behavior is not within campus norms is
invested in the residence hall and campus judi
cial system___
“The approach of staff members is thus
usually responsive rather than interventionist.
Staff, programs, services, and community
resources are available in abundance as need
ed when a student makes a poor decision, but
unless a problem becomes evident, they are
not forced upon those who do not wish to avail
themselves of this assistance.”
Somewhat over-simplified, the evolution
has been about as follows. Society awarded
legal majority to most college students in the
’70s. Colleges and universities gave them
much of the responsibility for regulation of
campus life outside the classroom. It was no
longer assumed that college students needed a
long list of rules specifying precisely what they
could wear and when they had to turn out
their lights.
What is sometimes forgotten is that no
one on college campuses in the ’70s was par
ticularly surprised when students handled
their new responsibilities with uneven grace.

Colleges knew that the undergraduate years
are the last chance to fumble things disas
trously without irretrievable consequence.
Everyone at a good college encourages stu
dents to essay tasks. During the ’70s and into
the ’80s, colleges kept a sharp eye on what was
learned in the doing and maintained an
unworldly tolerance for results which were less
than perfect.
Since 1978, however, there have been
some marked changes in our society. A single
example, our evolving attitudes about alcohol,
is instructive, not least because alcohol has
been a constant in undergraduate life from
medieval times.
An obvious recent change is that the
drinking age has gone back to twenty-one in
most states, Ohio included, often after a brief
experiment with eighteen or nineteen. “There
has been a major shift in societal views on
alcohol and other drug use,” says Associate
Dean of Students Sophie Wisniewski. “Many
colleges have more stringent policies about
use than they had five years ago.”
In addition to state laws, there are now
the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act
Amendments of 1989 to Public Law 101-226.
According to the U.S. Department of
Education, “[t]hese amendments require that,
as a condition of receiving funds or any other
form of financial assistance under any Federal
program, an institution of higher education...
must certify that it has adopted and imple
mented a drug prevention program as
described in this part.”
Moreover, as Wisniewski points out,
“lawsuits which have been filed nationwide
have also caused institutions to rethink their
policies on alcohol and other drugs. While the
courts have indicated that colleges are not
being required to return to the days of in loco
parentis, they have clearly stated that colleges
have a responsibility to make students aware of
the dangers of alcohol and other drugs and to
exact penalties for violation of policies related
to use.”

Apart from societal sea change and state
and federal law, however, the fundamental con
cern about alcohol abuse at Wooster continues
to be health-related, as it was in the 70s and
’80s.
There is an increased tension, therefore,
as the pressure to deal with alcohol as merely
forbidden increases. As one staff member put
it, “we can become so defined by the law that
student development theory goes out the win
dow. Of course alcohol is dangerous, but often
experimentation with it is a sign of a deeper
problem. And now that we must treat it in the
first instance as a legal problem — we give stu
dents alcohol tickets — our policy is viewed as
punitive, and students are less likely to be will
ing to talk about associated problems with us.
That closes a door.”
On the other hand, Wooster’s party
assistant program is an inventive attempt to be
pro-active about the “new” alcohol problem.
The program is supervised by Beth Whiteman.
“Party assistants are hired to serve alco
hol to students twenty-one and over at regis
tered parties on campus, about half a dozen
all-campus parties per semester,” says
Whiteman. “They are trained to handle situa-

The party assistant program
is an attempt to be pro-active
about the “new” alcohol problem.
tions assertively. By working together, party
assistants, party organizers, and residential life
staff attempt to ensure that parties are success
ful at meeting everyone’s expectations.”
Does having such trained persons at par
ties make a difference?
“Friends often don’t tell each other
‘Please stop drinking; I think you have had too
much,”’ says Whiteman. “Sometimes it is very
hard to do that. You get a very difficult
response. It can be easier for a neutral person
to come in and say, ‘Hey, look, there is some
food over there. Here is some soda. Why don’t
you slow down a little bit?’
“There are three party assistants per
party. I am usually there at the beginning, stop
somewhere in the middle, and then help close
it down. The residence director periodically
checks in with the party assistants and spon
sors and is also responsible for shutting the
party down at one.”
The bedrock concern about community
is to use its creation as a means of helping peo
ple learn about themselves and about living
with others. As Sylvia Young puts it, “I think
we can provide things out of the classroom
that enhance the college experience, and ifs
more than just providing activities to keep
them busy. The orientation program is not just
to get them registered and get them into their
rooms; ifs to make them feel comfortable and
settled. As important, the student members of
the orientation committee learn how to orga
nize things, how to work together. Ifs not just
the ends, but the means to the ends that mat
ter. Ifs all kind of idealistic, but I believe it can
work.”

The ideal can be difficult to keep in
sight, however, given the omnipresence of the
sheer dailiness of basic individual and commu
nity needs in residential life. Young’s descrip
tion of her life as director of Compton Hall
offers a quick look at the ways in which shelter,
coping with community, and learning mingle.
“Last night when I got to my apartment,
there was a big emergency: T he computer’s
out of paper and the toner’s running low!’ So I
got that ream of paper and called the Com
puter Center right away.
“People get locked out of their rooms, or
need storage. People stop by about ten and
want to talk about section or club business or
the orientation committee, which are really
parts of my day job. The RAs take turns lock
ing the doors at night except during exams,
when I do it. On weekends we unlock in the
morning; custodial staff unlock during the
week. Damage is not a big problem in
Compton; missing furniture is our main thing,
or missing door signs. Once, somebody went
around stealing everyone’s door signs. They
found mine in a bathroom stall.
“I^ast year I had one student with a very
serious counseling problem. She was already
in professional counseling, so what I did was
comforting. That was what she needed, really,
someone to listen. Students see me as some
one who is not going to pass any sort of judg
ment on them, and they’re not going to have to
socialize with me. Ifs like the secrefs safe
right here and this is as far as it goes.
“I get the heat fixed when it needs it,
and there are never hot water or light bulb
problems until after the housekeeping staff
has gone home. I have people come to me with
ideas about different kinds of programs they
want to do; one woman wants to open a restau
rant on the top of McGaw Chapel, for example.
“I worry some times that I play my
music too loud because once in a while some
one will come by and say Tve got to hear that

song.’ My kitchen door has vents, which I
found out by having a kind of personal conver
sation in my kitchen, once, and then discover
ing that it had not been completely private.”
In among the light bulbs and the com
puter paper, the locks and the missing door
signs, a good director also provides an ear for
new ideas and solace for a bruised heart.
One suspects, too, that the light bulbs
and the computer paper will never go away.
Nor have we any reason to expect that alcohol
or federal laws demanding accountability from
institutions using federal funds or the courts

Jim Citron, Director of International Student Affairs,
Director of Babcock International House, and Adjunct
Instructor of Spanish.

will go away, either. So long as residential life
staffs like Wooster’s continue to be determined
to help students learn, the job will remain right
next to impossible.
Wooster has rejected the traditional ways
of making it easier: abandoning institutional
responsibility for student life outside the class
room or “cracking down.” Research consistent
ly indicates that the first option correlates with
very high attrition. The adult status of eighteen-year-olds has made the second impossi
ble except at institutions operating within very
conservative religious communities.
One hesitates, so soon after its construc
tion, to suggest that Henry Luce III Hall repre
sents a new way to make residential life better
and the staff s job less difficult. But as Henry
Copeland reminds us on page twenty-three of
this issue, “Howard Lowry is reported to have
said that architecture determines curriculum,”
and what architecture can do about noise
alone — that perennial problem in residential
life — is unquestioned.
One can get a hint of how the combina
tion of architecture, furnishings, and commu
nity concept can make a difference in conver
sation with the first co-directors of Luce Hall,
David and Becky Wrobel. The Wrobels were
married on June 23,1990, less than two
months before moving into Luce on August 18.

Lenora Bames-Wright, Director of Black Student
Affairs.
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Lenora B am esWright, Advocate
Lenora Barnes-Wright says of her posi
tion as Director of Black Student Affaire: “If I
had to choose a phrase to define it, it would
probably be ‘the office of advocacy for AfricanAmerican students.’”
“I use ‘advocacy,’” says Barnes-Wright,
“because I think black students are an under
represented group indigenous in the majority
experience. Often, the expectations of the insti
tution or the culture of the institution are
either subtly or very apparently different from
what they grew up with. I sometimes ask the
institution if it has considered the assumptions
inherent in an existing policy or operation, or I
suggest that African-American students might
not know something assumed by a policy.
“For example, we work on promoting
the use of resources, such as the career devel
opment and placement office, a very good
resource that is under-utilized by black stu
dents. Hoyte Wilhelm the director and I put
our heads together and said, ‘OK, we know
that generally African-American students are
really dealing in the here and now and you’re
probably going to see them when they are
seniors.’ He’s really interested in trying to
change that.
“Last year we developed a group of peer
mentors, juniors who are successful academi
cally and involved in the campus, to work with
the first year students. So Hoyte came in and
talked to the mentors — first about themselves.
‘What are you going to do when you graduate?
What kind of GFA do you have? What do you
want to have? What are your options?’ He was
encouraging them to begin their own career
research. And then he took the next step: ‘Well,
what are the first-years saying? What are some
ways that we can connect?”’
The peer mentors who work with
Barnes-Wright function in a variety of ways.
“Each of them is matched with about five firstyears, and we have weekly staff meetings, a
recording system, and group activities. They
have small-group activities with their firstyears, and so they are the liaison between the
new students and my office. Also, they are
models, academically, and as campus leaders.
“The College is putting out very clear
signals in all of its departments. I am in touch
with everyone from financial aid to the differ
ent academic support services, and the people
in all of those areas are concerned about how
black students feel about coming to them.
“I think there is definitely some correla
tion between our use of pro-active strategies
like that and graduation. There has been a
steady increase in African-American student
retention at Wooster since 1986, and that is an
exception to the national trend. Then this year,
we had the largest number of Afro-American
first-years in many years; as a result, we have a
support group, large enough to feel strong but
still small enough so that people know each
other and can encourage each other.”

David Wrobel came to study history in
the United States after taking his undergradu
ate degree at the University of Canterbury in
history and philosophy. He is now finishing his
dissertation in the Ph.D. program at Ohio
University and teaching in Wooster’s history
department as a leave-replacement while co
directing Luce.
“I had worked as an orientation adviser
for a pre-college program at Ohio University for
five years — as a student and then as a faculty
adviser — and I have always felt that being a
member of the faculty on a college or university
campus should involve a little more than just
teaching classes,” he says. “I thought involve
ment in this kind of thing would be a nice way
to get a feel for the way everything works.
“I see the residence hall as part of the
academic structure, and Luce is an incredible
opportunity to make it that. I think the faculty
person living in the building should try to be
available not just for social problems but for
academic problems as well. So in dealing with
the stress of IS, for example, it is nice to be
able to deal with the organization of the pro
jects as well as the stress. It is possible to lend
a few insights. That certainly hasn’t happened
with every student in the building, but my
input has been helpful in some cases. It is also
nice to know that I can say to students in my
classes ‘Look, if you get stuck on something,
come over and meet me in the Luce library. We
have a few materials over there.’ That means
that non-residents can take advantage of the
building’s academic facilities.
“The library in Luce is always open; the
philosophy is that to lock up a library is sinful.
As a matter of fact, I wish it were used a little
more than it is, but those things take time.
Every time I walk by and see somebody in
there, there is this tremendous pleasure. It’s
the same with the Luce seminar room; if I see
a group of people in there doing something
obviously academic, I take pride in that.”

David Wrobel (history), Co-director of Luce Hall, adds
a book to the Luce library.
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Wrobel seems convinced of the impor
tance of structure in support of community. In
fact, he has some comparative experience on
which to base his opinion.
“The most structured thing about living
in a residence hall in England was being wel
comed. Somebody on something called a
junior college committee helped carry your
bags up to your room and arranged a few activ
ities in the first week, and at that point it was
over. I really do not recall anything like a resi
dent assistant. There may have been some;
they may have had them on every floor; but
they were obviously so low-key that nobody
knew about them.
“The corridors were generally a lot
smaller than here, so people knew one another
fairly well. That system had its advantages, but
because there was not the structure that there
is in the American college system, there was
an awful lot of pressure on a few people. For
example, people running a history club had to
try to organize things without a support struc
ture. Here, you see the advantages of a resi
dence life structure. A lot is planned for the
students, and that is wonderful.”
Wrobel attends those weekly directors’
meetings, and it has led him to believe that
“Luce makes for a very different task for the
Directors, I expect. Buildings like Kenarden
and Bissman can be very difficult to deal with
in terms of damage and noise and alcoholrelated problems, while here we deal with
keeping a happy balance among different fac
ulty groups that want to use the building.
“That’s an exaggeration, but Luce does
get used a lot by others, so there are programs
going on for the students that we don’t have to
arrange. The problem is keeping a balance,
because the most important thing is that the
residents of Luce feel that it is their home. If
you have folks too constantly coming in, our
residents do get a little perturbed. There are
only so many evenings you can smile about not

Luce residents Kendra Denson ’92 (I.) and Carrie
Jenkins ’91 join co-director Becky Wrobel (center) for
coffee in the Directors’ apartment.

being able to go down and slip in a video
because there are thirty people in the multi
purpose room having a dinner.”
Becky Wrobel has “worked in a multi
tude of jobs,” from McDonalds’ to teaching
kindergarten in a private school. The night she
and David moved in, they met one of their RAs,
Gayle Marcin ’91, and “she brought over some
other directors and RAs and they took us to
Kenarden — and I was happy to be in Luce.
“Immediately, we were welcomed by
everyone. We met Dwayne Davis and Betty Rea
right away. President Copeland came over with
in the first few weeks we were here and made
us feel really welcome. It was unsettling with a
new building in its final stages, with a few
problems here and there, and getting things
under way. But it was fun. We enjoyed it.
“I work mainly with the residents, the
programming board. I try to take part in as
much as I can. I have handled a little more of
the counselling just because I’m home most of
the time. I like to bake, and students come by
and have cookies and coffee, and we talk, and a
few of us watch LA. Law on Thursdays, and I
want them to feel they can do that.
“We have some very successful pro
grams in Luce; our programming board is very
active. In addition to the core members, we
have all kinds of volunteers, and they really did
a lot to help get ready for the dedication, for
example.”
The memory of the dedication prompts
a story: ‘T he night before, David and I were
sitting here — well, we weren’t sitting here, we
were scrubbing the apartment from top to bot
tom — and someone came to the door and
told us that there were fire trucks outside. The
Luce alarm system rings at the fire station, and
it had, but not here.
“It turned out not even to be a false
alarm, just a problem in a new system, but all I
could think of, at one o’clock in the morning
before the dedication, was ‘Poor President and
Mrs. Copeland. They’ve been preparing for

this for so long and now they can look out
their windows and see fire trucks in front of
Luce!’
“Anyway, the programming board start
ed off with the dedication, and then they did a
Halloween party with trick-or-treat and a deco
rating contest. It was incredible. We’ve talked
about having faculty and staff bring their chil
dren next year; the students just went all out.
There were suites turned into spider webs with
spiders, a maze, skits. Then we watched The
Shining down in the lounge with cider and
donuts.
“There was a punch and cookies party
before the campus holiday dance; volunteers
used the kitchen to make cookies the whole
week before the party. Everyone came down
about two hours before the dance, all dressed
up, and some of our custodial staff came.
They’re invited to everything. In fact, another
thing the students organized was a custodial
appreciation day which was a secret for our
staff until it happened, and eighty out of our
ninety residents showed up for it.”
Does architecture make community?
“When we first got here, there were fea
tures of the building that we did not under
stand. Why was it divided into three parts?
Why were there so many doors? So much
seclusion?
“Now, as the year has progressed, we can
see that there are small groups who see one
another every day in their suites and who form
that kind of relationship. There is lots of privacy
for the small groups and for the individuals
within them. Yet everyone can come together
for programs; there are those relationships too.
The multi-purpose room with the big-screen
TY the kitchen, the computer room, the weight
room, all of them get lots of use.
“The language houses are great. They
often open their programming to everyone else
in the hall, and that is an important addition.”

Luce is a bet on the civilizing powers of
good design, attractive resources, and the liv
ing-learning dream as manifest in language
houses, an open library, and magnificent com
puter facilities. The idea is that a committed
and idealistic staff will be more successful in a
building custom-made to help meet basic per
sonal and community needs in a wholly grati
fying way. At least, the assumption is, Luce will
encourage the ideal more than buildings con
structed only to house beds economically.
Few who have visited Luce, and no one
who has lived there, think the bet is much of a
risk. In fact, according to David Wrobel, “the
only serious problems have been roommate
problems, and they are so difficult to deal with
because nobody wants to leave Luce. We
almost have to offer them Kenarden triples as
singles, or something.”
Of course the future holds more serious
problems than adjudicating among faculty
groups competing to use the multi-purpose
room and coming up with living alternatives
for battling roommates. Even “Living Luce,” as
the residence hall’s motto has it, cannot be
separated from the society of which we are all
a part. There will be alcohol problems. There
will be all manner of problems arising out of
the large proportion of American families that
have been damaged or shattered in one way or
another. There will continue to be problems
associated with sharing space among young
people of diverse backgrounds.
But Luce is a promise as well as a bet.
Luce is a model of what can be, and the model
has deeply influenced the design of the
Kenarden renovation, which has already been
called a “Lucification.” It is a promise that the
contribution of design routinely demanded in
the construction of individual residences can
be realized in “dormitories.” They do not have
to be the design equivalent of stacked quonset
huts any more than residential life has to be
either chaotic or regimented. We can have the
kind of supportive, learning-rich environment
we want to have if we are willing to make the
kinds of commitments Henry Luce III Hall —
in its structure, its furnishings, and its staff —
represents.
The staff will still be key, however. As the
rapid deterioration of unstaffed multiple-unit
housing on the outskirts of large university
campuses indicates, even the most interesting
architecture will not work by itself. Wooster
will continue to need young people who
believe that helping students develop is a great
job. And as a remark or two of Betty Rea’s indi
cate, you don’t have to be under thirty to think
that way.
“I enjoy the constant thrust to the mind
set,” says Rea. “Working with young people
does that. It’s the whole mission of the institu
tion that’s rewarding. Touching young lives and
being touched by them is really the only thing
we leave behind. It’s the most important thing
we do in life. All of which sounds pretty senti
mental, but its what drives most of us into
these occupations.” E2
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Sharing the Vision
Rem arks on the Occasion o f the Dedication o f H enry Luce I I I H all
October 13, 1990
Photographs by M a tt Dilyard
On the evening of the dedication of
Luce Hall, Wooster’s first new residence hall
in over two decades — a black tie affair —
Trustees, friends, faculty, and staff met at a
reception in Scheide and then bussed to
dinner in Kittredge, where they were joined
by a delegation of students from Luce.
There was opportunity to celebrate
the man as well as the building, and
President Henry Copeland’s introduction of
the guest of honor represents the College’s
affection for Henry Luce III with character
istic grace and humor.
Following Copeland’s remarks, we
take great pleasure in printing Luce’s
remarks on the sources of his interest in
supporting the construction of a new resi
dence hall at Wooster.

A Model Trustee
by H enry Copeland
t is my pleasure to introduce Henry Luce.
Mr. Luce has been a Trustee of the
College since 1968 and is the senior
active member of Wooster’s Board in
point of service. His family’s association with
the College goes back to the early decades of
this century when his grandfather, as a
Presbyterian missionary to China, received an
honorary degree from Wooster.
His father was a member
of Wooster’s Board and served as
Chairman of the Centennial
Celebration in 1966. In inviting
Henry Luce III to join Wooster’s
Board in 1967, President Howard
Lowry told the story of Mr.

I

Henry Luce III with Jennifer Lautens ’94. Ms. Lautens
is living proof, as Henry Copeland pointed out in his
introduction of Mr. Luce presented on these pages, of the
brilliance of Luce’s Trusteeship at the College.

Luce’s father leaving Wooster for the last time on
December 13,1966, to return to New York. As
he departed, he turned to look back at the cam
pus to say, “I hope that you understand the satis
faction it gives me to be a part of all of this.”
As a Trustee, Mr. Luce has rendered
Wooster invaluable service. Those who are
Trustees are aware of his participation in the
deliberations of the Board and of his commit
tee service. His interests have ranged across
the entire spectrum of the College’s concerns,
and his involvement has caused him to be
interested in programs of faculty scholarship,
in the curriculum, in religion and ethics, as
well as in the buildings and grounds and the
finances of the College. On the Investment
Committee, his recommendations, particularly
in the area of international investments, have
added several million dollars to the endow
ment. During the years when visiting commit
tees examined the work of our academic
departments early in the 1980’s, Mr. Luce, as a
formal part of the evaluation process, visited
the campus periodically to review the reports
of these committees.
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Over the years, he corresponded regu
larly with President Garber Drushal, and he
has continued this practice with me on a vari
ety of subjects — the definition of an educated
person, issues of war and peace on college
campuses, institutional preparedness for diver
sity, styles of leadership, and on and on.
In assessing Henry Luce, I would apply
to him an observation he once repeated that
his father had made about his grandparents,
that they were “invincibly curious, broadly
learned, and enthusiastically topical.” As invin
cibly curious, broadly learned, and enthusiasti
cally topical, Mr. Luce has been an exemplary
Trustee.
More than a Trustee, however, Henry
Luce has been a personal friend. To have dined
in his home, to have spent some delightful
afternoons chatting in his office, to have had
dinner with him at Felidia, a neighborhood
restaurant, to have had him drop in on your
own son during his first year away at college, to
encounter him striding down Fifth Avenue, to
have him intervene on your behalf with regard
to this or that problem in New York, is to have
a personal friend. I know that Garber Drushal
counted him a friend as well. The first letter I
received from Mr. Luce in 1977 was a simple
note stating that he preferred to be called
“Hank.” He is a friend.

Henry Luce accepts a permanent invitation to visit his
hall from Yalman Onaran ’91. Jennifer Belmont ’91, at
the podium, led the Luce students at the banquet in a
rousing “Thanks, Hank!” Behind her is master of cere
monies Stanley C. Gault ’48 (Chairman o f the Board of
Trustees).

We are here to dedicate Luce Hall.
Luce Hall sets an entirely new standard
at Wooster for residential housing; and as resi
dence halls are renovated in the future, our
goal will be eventually to furnish each with the
same advantages as Luce.
Luce Hall meets a national standard of
excellence with regard to residential housing
on a college campus, and we have not yet
begun to understand how the building may
best be used with regard to various academic
and volunteer programs. But the idea that the
residential life of students presents educational
opportunities is one that Luce Hall exempli
fies; and just as students who live in a fraterni
ty or sorority house on other campuses in
effect sign up for an implicit curriculum, those
students living in Luce with a faculty couple,
with a desktop publishing laboratory, with a
language lab, with an exercise room, with a
program of regular speakers, with spaces to
study and to have fun, will also have an implicit
curriculum.
Howard Lowry is reported to have said
that architecture determines curriculum. In
this case, the architecture of Luce Hall will
influence the way in which students live and
think about living on a college campus. In this
respect, we are indeed fortunate.

I will conclude with a story: Hank Luce
as an exemplar of Trusteeship.
In January of 1972, when a young
woman, Jennifer Lautens, was born, her father
was attending a Time, Inc., meeting on the
island of St. Martin. Hank Luce was the pub
lisher of Time and was presiding at a dinner
with some 200 guests in attendance. During
the dinner, a telegram arrived for Mr. Lautens
announcing Jennifer’s birth. The telegram was
delivered to Hank who proceeded to read it to
the entire gathering and then, in a characteris
tic gesture, to order champagne for the entire
assembly to celebrate Jennifer’s birth.
Champagne flowed throughout the evening.
Last April, eighteen years later, Jennifer
visited Wooster to make her decision among
colleges. She and her father and mother
entered the Bookstore and encountered Hank
near the display of current periodicals. Morley
Lautens introduced himself to Hank, and they
together recalled the incident of the cham
pagne toast for Jennifer’s birth eighteen years
earlier. Mr. Lautens then introduced Jennifer
to Hank Luce with the words, “And this is my
baby.” And Hank replied, “Have you seen my
new baby?”, referring to the new residence
hall. Hank then proceeded to affirm his sup
port of the College and the satisfaction he
derived from his association with it, just as his
father had done 25 years earlier. He concluded
his comments on Wooster to Jennifer by say
ing, “And if you come, some day you can per
haps live in Luce Hall.”
As a result of that conversation, and after
going down to inspect the residence hall,
Jennifer decided to enroll at Wooster, and thus
we have the completion of a circle which began
with a champagne toast 18 years earlier.

Henry Luce and Henry Copeland. Said Copeland,
“invincibly curious, broadly learned, and enthusiasti
cally topical, Mr. Luce has been an exemplary Trustee.
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Now that is a parable of the story of an
ideal Trustee: Salute the birth of the infant
with a champagne toast, build a building for
her, and then be in Wooster to welcome her to
the College when she arrives for her visit.
And the parable describing the ideal
Trustee ends with an admonition to all
Trustees, “Go thou and do likewise.”

For Knowledgeable
Constituencies

enrolled. Using a vision that was bright in its
day, Wooster awarded my missionary grandfa
ther an honorary doctorate of divinity in 1920.
When my father, who was a Trustee here in the
early 1960s, spoke at the dedication of
Andrews Library in May 1962, he said he often
used to hear talk of Wooster during his child
hood at the mission compound in China,
because the College had a tradition then of
training missionaries. And now I have been a
Trustee here for 22 years. It is a component of

my life which has been enormously instruc
tive, stimulating, and satisfying.
In dedicating Henry Luce III Residence
Hall, I have the pleasure of welcoming it as a
member of a group of twelve, an even dozen
buildings that I and our foundation have built
over a period of thirty years. Eight of these
buildings are in seven countries in East Asia,
and four are in this country. One of the latter is
a crass, godless, commercial building called
the Time-Life Building. It is on New York’s

by H enry Luce III
I cannot help but admit to a tinge of
pride to have a building named for me. It is a
first. My pastor was once asked if he liked to
be complimented on his sermons. His reply
was, “Yes, but I try not to inhale.” Well, I will
try not to inhale the building. I will just leave it
where it is.
Of course, where it is is exactly the
point. It is at The College of Wooster, and The
College of Wooster is a college of the church.
A dormitory does not convey an image of
much spirituality. But if it is a dormitory of a
college of the church, it is infused with spiritu
ality nevertheless.
I am honored that this building will
serve as the capstone to a sort of Luce dynasty
here at Wooster, although none of us was ever

From I: Caroline Saylor (back to camera), Mrs. Luce,
Robert Armstrong (president of The Henry Luce
Foundation), William Gantz (vice president, Bogner
Construction Company, and Luce Hall Project
Director) and William Gregg, Associate at Dagit Saylor
Architects.

Lolly Copeland talks with Glenn Davis (Registrar) and
Sheila Davis.

Trustee Julia Fishelson (I.) chats with Lois McCall (c.)
and Leila Robinson Kennedy ’48.
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Sixth Avenue, and I spent five years of my life
in its construction.
But all the others have a spiritual set
ting. Each of the Asia buildings is situated on
the campus of a university of the church.
Three are chapels, two are libraries, two are
auditoria, and one is a pavilion. The chapels
are atTunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan;
Yonsei University, Seoul, Korea; and Payap
University, Chiang Mai, Thailand. The libraries
are at Chun Chi College, Chinese University of
Hong Kong and Central Philippine University,
Iloilo, Panay. The auditoria are at Saca Wacona
University, Salitiga, Central Java, Indonesia,
and Silliman University, Dumaguete, Negros
Oriental, The Philippines. The pavilion, which
was first built as a tribute to my grandfather in
1930 and was renovated by our foundation two
years ago, is situated on the island in No Name
Lake on the campus of Beijing University,
China. Once a Christian college named
Yenching University, it is now, of course, a god
less place. It is a popular spot for people to
meditate. Should some of them choose to pray
there, no one would know.
The other two domestic buildings are
the National Presbyterian Church’s carillon
called the Henry R. Luce Tower of Laith in

Washington, D.C., and Henry R. Luce Hall in
Princeton, the building of the Center of
Theological Inquiry. So all of these buildings
perform a function in the service of God and
make up the bricks and mortar part of our
foundation’s spiritual network.
Most of them are also distinguished
examples of architectural design. Many are by
indigenous architects, but you will recognize
the name of Io Ming Pei, who designed the
Henry Winters Luce Chapel at Tunghai
University. I am delighted to salute architects
Peter Saylor and William Gregg for the innova
tive and imaginative job they have done on
Henry Luce III Hall. It is a model, I believe, of
the present day cutting edge of dormitory
technology. It is also a place of comfort and joy.
Naturally, I salute the many people who
joined with our foundation in supplying the
wherewithal for this terrific building. In partic
ular I know the Wooster community joins me
in expressing special thanks to the Gaylord
Trust, Stanley and Llo Gault and Rubbermaid
Incorporated, the Class of 1939 50th
Anniversary Lund, Paul Kendall and Sharon
Rives, Donald and Alice Noble, the Grable
Loundation, the Willard E. Smucker
Loundation, the Ebert Loundation, the Aileen

Andrew Loundation, Stanley Welty, and
Howard and Jo Morris. I am sorry the others
are too numerous to mention here, but our
thanks to them is wholehearted nonetheless.
These buildings and the colleges of
which they are a part reflect the time-honored
belief of Protestantism that knowledgeable
constituencies will produce growing
economies, more democratic processes, and
therefore stronger, more vibrant churches.
I hope the occupants of Henry Luce III
Hall for decades to come will enjoy their time
in residence, will come to share this vision,
and will contribute their share to its fulfill
ment. S3

Chairman of the Board of Trustees Stanley C. Gault ’48
conducted the business o f the evening

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Luce III with their key to “H ank’s
House. ” The College has guaranteed never to change
the lock fitted by this key.

Dwayne Davis, associate dean of students and director
of residential life (I.) and Peter Saylor ofDagit Saylor
Architects (see page six).
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PRACTICUM

The Penumbra
of Obscurity
by Gordon Wright ’5 7

Last May, a New York Times piece by Harold
Schonberg began:
“Meet Gordon Wright, the president of the
Reznicek Society. ”
The story was about Wrights concerts at
Town Hall featuring the music of “forgotten
romantic”composers such as Emil Nickolous von
Reznicek (1860-1945).
We recognized Wright as an alum who had
contributed to our story about music majors in
the Scheide Music Center issue (Winter 1988).
So we wrote to him in Alaska and asked him to
write about the experience. His response follows.
-E d .
uch of my early knowledge of music
came from listening to adventure
stories on the radio in the 1940s.
The vast repertoire of great classical
music that was incorporated into the programs
is another story, but it was “Challenge of the
Yukon” that fascinated me most, with tales of
the far north, the land of adventure, the mid
night sun, the northern lights, with Sergeant
Preston and his Wonder Dog King. And the
music! A whirlwind of triplets, a buoyant
melody soaring over unbridled rhythmic ener
gy, with trumpets flashing and a great and clas
sic rousing finale. Who wrote that music? I
always wondered.
My fascination with obscure and forgot
ten composers developed early in my musical
career. I listened to Beethoven and Brahms
with devotion, but I was more intrigued by the
thousands of composers I read about in the
music reference books whose names and
works were totally forgotten. In the days of 78
RPM records, repertoire was limited compared
to now. One day, however, I found a recording
of the music I had heard on Sergeant Preston.
It was the Donna Diana Overture by Emil
Nikolaus von Reznicek.
I rushed to my Grove’s Dictionary to dis
cover that he was born in Vienna in 1860, had
an illustrious career as a conductor and a com
poser, wrote over a dozen operas, numerous
choral works, lieder, string quartets, ballets,
tone poems, overtures, and even four sym
phonies. I discovered that he was friends with
Mahler, Richard Strauss, Berg, Schonberg, and
an immense circle of musicians, artists, and
writers. His music was played all over Europe
by such conductors as Artur Nikisch, Karl
Muck, Weingartner, Kleiber, and Furtwangler.
It was published by the most prestigious
names: Universal Edition and Simrock, pub
lisher of Brahms and Dvorak. Reznicek died in
1945 in Berlin, a city devastated by war. With

M
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the exception of his Donna Diana, Reznicek
and his music seemed to have slipped into
what the New York Times’ Barrymore Scherer
called “the penumbra of obscurity.”
Reznicek fascinated me immensely, and
as far back as high school I started tracking
down information about the composer and
later on I began collecting his music, most of
which, I discovered, was either lost, out of
print, or languishing at his publisher’s offices,
whose musical inventories had been ravaged
by the war. In a second-hand book store I
found a copy of a biography of the composer
written by his daughter Felicitas. I located a
number of the scores to his symphonies and
began performing them.
Later on I gave papers to musicologists,
and my curiosity about Reznicek became a
part-time obsession. I located Felicitas, who
was living in Switzerland in retirement. I began
programming Reznicek regularly in my con
certs and on tours to Europe and China. In
1982 I founded the Reznicek Society and made
records of his music with the Philharmonia
Hungarica.
People began to ask me why I was doing
this. I had difficulty in explaining it all, but part
of it was my feeling that all those people who
loved Reznicek and his music for all those
years must have felt something very positive in
this music. How can we judge his music if we
don’t hear it? And what about all the other for
gotten composers? Was their oblivion

The conductor out for an afternoon stroll near
Fairbanks, Alaska.

deserved, or were they just victims of changing
fashions, historic circumstances, or even con
spiracy by music critics? Out of all this grew
the idea for presenting a series of concerts of
the music of Reznicek and his contemporaries,
a group whose careers had burned brightly at
one time, but had since faded. I called them
“The Forgotten Romantics.”
Of course it’s one thing to think about
all this and another to do it. But with the deci
sion to retire from the University of Alaska and
my position of music director of the Fairbanks
Symphony, I suddenly had time to pursue
what some of my colleagues have called a
nutty idea. I wanted to present a series of con
certs in New York of unknown music by a half
dozen obscure composers conducted by a rela
tively unknown conductor. And I decided to go
first class, with a good hall, a fine orchestra,
and my secret weapons, the four soloists
whom I intended to enlist in the enterprise.
After twenty years in the far north, I packed my
suitcase, my musical scores, and my portable
typewriter; I secured an immense loan by
mortgaging my house; a trusting friend lent
me his elegant apartment on the Upper West
Side; and on April 1,1990,1 was in New York
City, a far cry from my forest cabin in Alaska.
Presenting symphony concerts boils
down to three basic elements: musical prepara
tion, concert production, and publicity.
I had already booked a venue for the
concert, The Town Hall. There were a number
of choices, but in the long run Town Hall
offered me the most: it was available for the
three concerts, and rental costs were reason
able, but mostly I loved the hall’s interior,
which seemed so appropriate for the music of
this period. I also knew of its excellent acous
tics, critical to a full appreciation of the pro
gram I had chosen.
With little hesitation I had contacted the
Orchestra of St. Luke’s, an ensemble whose
work I knew from recordings and concerts on
the public radio and from recommendations
from my musician friends. St. Luke’s has its

own season, but they are also available for
events like mine. We struck up a deal, and I
had an able orchestra with a good reputation.
The hall and orchestra secured, there
remained musical preparation and publicity.
Before I left Alaska I had spent hours
walking in the mountains around my home,
pondering the magnitude of the enterprise.
How would I be able to fill Town Hall’s 1,500
seats for three nights? With only ten percent of
my budget allocated for publicity, how could I
even scratch the surface in the great metropo
lis? One evening, just before sunset, with the
snow capped mountains bathed in a soft alpenglow of the most delicate pinks and purples, I
arrived at my formula for this New York experi
ence: fill Town Hall, give the music my best
effort, and have a good time doing it. Somehow
this fruition of almost 40 years of fascination
with Reznicek had become the focus of my
life, and there was no turning back.
I don’t know many conductors who
would make a New York debut conducting
three out of ten works for the first time, never
having heard them except in the mind while
reading the music. But I had no choice. I also

Emil Nikolaus von
Reznicek in Mannheim,
Germany, in the 1890s.

gested how helpful an article in the Times
would be for me, as if, of course, he didn’t
already know this. To my utter surprise he
agreed to help.
Another person I tracked down was Jay
Kemis, who had produced a story on me for
National Public Radio’s “Morning Edition”
back in 1982 and who was now working for
CBS Television in New York. I wrote him a let
ter pleading for help, and he recommended
me to the people who produce Charles
Kuralf s “CBS Sunday Morning” program, well
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What I really needed was
good luck.

The view from the front porch of the conductor’s home
in Indian, Alaska.

discovered that no one in the orchestra had
ever played a note of any of this repertoire. I
began to relish the odds, reminded of the title
of Felicitas’ biography of her father: Gegen den
Strom, which translates roughly as “against the
stream.” If what I was doing was unconvention
al, I decided, then I would take an unconven
tional approach. What I really needed was
good luck.
To a musician, the New York Times is the
Mt. Everest of publicity and recognition. I was
a babe in the woods, with few connections in
New York, but one of them was Harold
Schonberg, music critic emeritus of the New
York Times. He had interviewed me in Alaska
in 1985 in connection with another story he
was writing. I knew that he had a strong inter
est in my musical era, so I wrote him a letter
telling him about the concerts and even sug-

known for its coverage of the arts. They agreed
to feature me on one of the programs. Word of
all this trickled down through the journalistic
grapevine, and I began getting calls from vari
ous editors.
Meanwhile the concert dates
approached. The Orchestra of St. Luke’s had
arranged the rehearsal halls, organized the
equipment we would need, and contracted the
musicians for the orchestra. At the last minute
I had been able to locate good orchestral parts
from the library and archives of the New York
Philharmonic. Their librarian was incredibly
generous in preparing printed parts from their
historic collection. Mr. Schonberg’s article
appeared in the Times, and this led to a story
on WQXR. Posters were plastered around the
city, and several days before the first rehearsal
I removed my publicist's hat and buried myself
in the musical scores, like an athlete in the last
phases of training, readying for the main event.
Although the series was anchored on
the music of E. N. von Reznicek, I was intro
ducing some other forgotten composers at
these concerts. Along with the first three sym
phonies of Reznicek there were overtures by
Ferruccio Busoni, Hans von Biilow, and Felix
Weingartner, these last two best known as con
ductors.

Former Wooster Professor [music, 196075] Michael Davis was joining us for the
Reznicek Violin Concerto; Eileen Davis was
preparing the Biblical Songs; and there were
works by Emanuel Moor and David Popper.
Godfried Hoogeveen (newly appointed princi
pal cello of the Concertgebouw Orchestra) and
I had presented Popper’s Second Concerto in
Fairbanks and Nome. His wife, Barbara Miller,
was also coming from her position as principal
cello of the Radio Netherlands Orchestra to
join him in the Concerto for Two Cellos by
Emanuel Moor, which we had also performed
in Fairbanks. All four of these gifted people
were interrupting busy schedules and donating
their services to the series. Although we had
all performed together previously, we still had
to go over the music in great detail before
meeting with the orchestra.
I am often asked what a conductor really
does. What does it feel like to stand in front of
an orchestra and make music? My explanation
is that one should think of the orchestra as a
very complex musical instrument. With a
piano, for example, there are hammers,
strings, pedals, a sounding board and eightyeight keys, along with a complicated mechani
cal process which produces the sounds. With
his hands, the pianist activates these elements,
striking notes and chords. The louds and softs,
articulations and musical style are determined
by one person on this beautiful and elegant
contraption.
With an orchestra, the sounds are pro
duced by a great variety of means such as the
winds, the brass, strings, and percussion.
Behind each of these sounds is a human
being. With an orchestra like St. Luke’s every
individual player is extremely accomplished in
producing the correct sound on his or her
instrument and brings to the process a great
deal of musicality, stylistic sense, and experi
ence in ensemble playing. In front of each
musician is an individual line of music extract
ed from the full orchestral score.
The conductor is like the pianist, but he
doesn’t touch the instrument. Through a series
of signals which have evolved over the past sev
eral hundred years, the conductor is able to
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indicate the beginning and ending of the com
position, the basic tempo, and the transitions
from one to the other as indicated by the com
poser. The conductor indicates the louds and
softs — the character of the music — be it lyri
cal or forceful. Often the conductor gives cues
to the players. These can be dramatic gestures
or simply a glance. It is through these com
plex motions that the music is brought to life.
That no one in the orchestra had ever
played any of the pieces put a bit more pres
sure on me and the orchestra, but since the
musical idiom was familiar, if not the actual
works we were playing, I didn’t expect any seri
ous problems. In fact one of the strongest ele-

Eileen and I had never done the
Four Biblical Songs before.
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ments of all these composers was the depth of
their understanding of the orchestra and how
to write effectively for the instruments. After all
a contemporary of Mahler and Strauss,
Reznicek was not only a master of instrumen
tation but was also extremely sympathetic to
the natural and idiomatic qualities of the
instruments and the psychology of the musi
cians themselves.
There is never any one way to play a
phrase, and I place much trust in the knowl
edge and taste of the musicians. In the strings,
of course, there must be unanimity, and much
of the work is done before the rehearsals, such
as marking bowings, articulations and on occa
sion adjusting the dynamics so that important
voices in the music can be heard.
The first encounter between orchestra
and conductor usually sets the tone for all the
sessions. Although I wasn’t looking for any
problems, one can’t guarantee the chemistry
between the conductor and the individual play
ers. I love the commotion which precedes a
rehearsal. I like to watch the players come in,
open their cases, tune their instruments, chat
with their neighbors, fuss about with their
chairs and music stands. They come to work
hard and get the job done. Anticipation runs
high, and I was extremely excited about realiz
ing my musical dreams. The hour approached,
I greeted the concertmaster, he tuned the
orchestra, and we settled in to many hours get
ting acquainted with the music and each other.

The view from the conductor’s window in New York.

Wright rehearses the St. Luke’s Orchestra. “Reznicek
was not only a master o f instrumentation but was also
extremely sympathetic to the natural and idiomatic
qualities o f the instruments and the psychology o f the
musicians themselves.”

I can report that things went very
smoothly. There were no crises, no tearing of
hair, no outbursts of temperament. The musi
cians were cordial; there was time for a few
jokes. Michael and Eileen Davis captured the
hearts of the orchestra with their devotion to
the music and their musicality and profession
alism. Michael and I had recorded and per
formed the Reznicek Violin Concerto, but
Eileen and I had never done the Four Biblical
Songs before this. I had heard them previously
with piano, but I was unprepared for the pro
found beauty of the orchestral accompani
ments. At the end of the first reading we were
all at a loss for words to appreciate the deep
sentiments which come out of the music. We
ended the rehearsal in good spirits, with much
accomplished.
It was my hope to record these concerts,
but with the strict rules and regulations of the
musician’s union, the costs would normally
have been prohibitive. In Fairbanks, I had
been featured on the National Public Radio
from time to time, so I called NPR in
Washington and told them about the New York
concerts. To my surprise they took an immedi

ate interest in the series and offered not only to
record the concerts but also to broadcast them
on the “Performance Today” program which
originates in Washington. Further, I discovered
that the union allows a one-time broadcast on
public radio at an extremely reasonable fee. Of
course it is beneficial to the orchestra to have
the national exposure.
Complicating my life somewhat was the
fact that the “CBS Sunday Morning” program
wanted to do all the interviews and taping dur
ing the week of the rehearsals and concerts.
My producer was Bernard Birnbaum, or
“Bernie,” a veteran producer for CBS. His pas
sion is the cello, and while I had thought it was
the novelty of Reznicek which had caught the
interest of CBS, it was really the cello concerto
by David Popper which had kindled Bemie’s
willingness to produce the feature.
We did much of the taping at my friend’s
apartment, which for several days was a jumble
of lights, wires, microphones, cameras and
rearranged furniture. It is amazing how many
hundreds of hours are spent to produce a six
or seven minute feature on national television.
The crew also came to rehearsals, and would
have come to the concert but for a strike
against CBS at the time, which precluded any
taping in the Town Hall, a union theater.
May third arrived. The first concert was
that night, but we still had a full dress
rehearsal in the afternoon. After lunch I
packed up my scores, batons, set of tails, black
shoes, and all the paraphernalia required for
walking out on stage. As I headed for the sub
way I thought about all the times I had left the
house in Fairbanks to head for the hall to con
duct concerts. There, it’s a ten-minute walk
down a forest trail. Winding my way through
the tall dark spruce trees always gave me
peace of mind. Often I met a moose or flushed
a ptarmigan or surprised a snowshoe hare on
the trail.

Here in New York it was littered side
walks, parked cars with “no radio” signs on the
dashboards, the bustle of Broadway, and the
descent into the subway. Out at Times Square,
then through the throngs of humanity to Town
Hall and the waiting orchestra. The stage was
crowded, but we all managed to fit. All went
well; the acoustics were superb; and we fin
ished the practice at five-thirty. Two and a half
hours until the opening concert. I was calm
but disappointed at the poor box office sales. I
rationalized everything: people in New York
buy their tickets at the door.
Michael, Eileen and I shared a dressing
room. We fussed with bow ties and loose
strands of hair, and they warmed up while I
paced about. Then I hovered just off stage,
greeting the orchestra members and peering
out at the assembling audience. My family had
migrated to New York for the event. I saw other
people I knew, some conductors, old friends, a
small but distinguished audience. Eight

Gordon Wright at work. “The conductor is like the
pianist, but he doesn’t touch the instrument. ”.

an incredibly rapt audience sharing the fulfill
ment of my dream of many years. After inter
mission Eileen sang Reznicek’s deeply moving
Biblical Songs and we ended with the Second
Symphony. The applause was appreciative and
sincere. The series was under way!
And the New York Times was there. John
Rockwell, known as the toughest critic on the
staff, had this to say:
“T he Music of Forgotten Romantics’ is a
slightly misleading title for the three-concert
series that began Thursday night at Town Hall.
This is really a showcase primarily for the
music of Emil Nikolaus von Reznicek and for

A general elation was shared by all
the performers.

E. N. von Reznicek — composer of over a dozen operas,
numerous choral works, lieder, string quartets, ballets,
tone poems, overtures, and even four symphonies — is
shown here on his seventy-fifth birthday in 1935.

o’clock approached. The house lights went
down, the stage lights went up, and out I went.
I had done this hundreds of times all over the
world, but here I was, aged 55, making my
New York debut.
With the downbeat I knew that all was
well. The orchestra was eager, responsive, and
in rare form. The overture was done, a quick
bow, and then back out with Michael for the
Violin Concerto. Even with my back to the
audience I could tell that they were absorbed
in hearing this seldom-performed music. No
rustling of programs, no distant murmurs, just

the concert’s conductor, Gordon Wright. Both
emerge with distinction, although Mr. Wright
may have a more promising future than
Reznicek.”
But then he went on to say that
Reznicek “revealed an innate melodic gift, a
highly sophisticated mastery of craft and a
pleasing ear for instrumental sonorities.” He
also said nice things about Michael, Eileen,
and myself. We have all learned to be mistrust
ful of critics, but I wanted to believe him, and I
also hoped that the review would attract more
people to the remaining concerts.
These followed quickly. A general ela
tion was shared by all the performers. At each
concert the ensemble tightened, the sounds
became richer and more sure. I began to
loosen up and give the orchestra more free
dom. They responded with exquisite phrasing,
impeccable intonation, and subtle sonorities.
Reznicek was having his day in the big
city, and it was all being delivered con amore.

At the final concert there were “bravos” and a
prolonged ovation. After the concert a large
group of us splurged on a feast of Indian food.
Afterward, riding home in the cab through a .
pouring rain, I slumped into the back seat,
somehow elevated and exhausted at the same
time.
Six months later, I am still aglow with
the music and fond memories of making
music, the new friendships in the orchestra
and the chance to work with my soloists. I
received a number of nice letters from audi
ence members. I also discovered that the
Fairbanks newspaper had covered the whole
event, with my picture on the front page. Home
town boy makes good!
And as for posterity, it really doesn’t mat
ter. Reznicek never sought fame, but I think he
and the other composers would have appreciat
ed our efforts. Whether the concerts have a
long-term effect on my career remains to b e
seen. The event was satisfaction enough. It all
confirmed my own feelings about the compos
er, beautifully stated by Paul Bekker:
“Reznicek is one of the few who went
their own way undeterred by fashion and the
whims of the day, intelligent, somewhat skepti
cal, humorous with a touch of sarcasm, obser
vant with a touch of irony, not destined to be a
leader yet too independent to be led, discrimi
nating, possessing a fine awareness of the
technical inventiveness of his contemporaries,
deftly selecting what was useful to him — but
in the last analysis remaining the true
Austrian, delighting in harmonious sound and
sensual appeal, whose aim is not to experi
ment but just to enjoy making music.”
In short, my kind of guy. S3
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Don’t Throw Shoes
by Eric Pfeffinger ’9 2

M

omedy is not pretty.”
— Steve Martin

Don’t Throw Shoes was born in the
midst of a particularly heavy theatre season at
Wooster. With audiences flocking to see
Oedipus, Extremities, and Raisin in the Sun
during the 1989-90 academic year, catharses of
pity and fear were plentiful but laughs were
scarce. These were hard times for an actor in
search of a pratfall or a one-liner or two.
Five such actors decided to create an
outlet for this pent-up slapstick and estab
lished a comedy troupe that would perform all
original material in the form of short, self-con
tained comic vignettes: “skits” is the technical
term in the biz. The original five were Andy
Cobb ’93, Karen Cordrick ’92, Eric Pfeffinger
’92, Chris Ruch ’92, and Gabe Zucker ’92.
Later, we were joined by Justin Boyd and
Louisa Merchant, both ’93; auditions have
brought us Paul D’Addario, Clarke McFarlane,
and Cathy Taylor ’92s.
Naturally, the first order of business
when we began in December 1989 was a
name. Our brainstorming sessions produced
reams and reams of suggestions ranging from

switched with someone else’s box of cookies.”
Following such a proposal I am either compli
mented or unanimously reviled. Votes are
rarely necessary in Don’t Throw Shoes.
On at least one occasion the normal rou-

Catharses of pity and fear were
plentiful but laughs were scarce.
the dorky to the absurd to the tasteless. The
list included such gems as Mother Meatloaf,
The Fallen Arches, If s A Wooley Booger, The
Divine Comedy Hour, One Night In Terre
Haute, and Gyre And Gimble And The Wabe.
Don’t Throw Shoes was not even suggested
until the eleventh hour, just before the final
vote, but these formative meetings set the
tone. Not only did we establish one of the
Shoes’ most enduring traditions — procrasti
nation (also known as fun before productivity)
— but we adopted an informal procedure
(laughingly known as “rehearsal”) to create
our material.
Skits start with an idea. A member of
the troupe brings in a potentially comic situa
tion or character or title, and we either begin
to work it or condemn it to the “back burner,”
from whence no skit has yet returned. (Ideas
like “Peter Pan in Platoon” have languished
there for months now.)
Usually, the idea has an inherent comic
twist or some already crystallizing jokes with
which the member can sell it.“Van Gogh goes
in to mail his ear,” I say, “and the package gets

Remember— you saw them here first. From I. to r.,
bottom row: Cathy Taylor ’92, thrown shoe; next row:
Gabe Zucker ’92, Paul D ’A ddario ’92, Eric Pfeffinger
’92; next row: Karen Cordrick ’92, Justin Boyd ’93,
Clarke McFarlane ’92; top row: Andy Cobb ’93.

without jokes or structure or any prepared
comic twists. Chris just said: “We should do a
skit about Hygeia.”
It was a good idea, of course. At worst,
familiarity breeds contemptuous laughter, and
as long as we aren’t the objects of contempt,
that’s a good thing. Everyone in our audience
would be familiar with the Student Health
Center in Hygeia and receptive to jokes at its
expense. Even the most loyal Wooster student
is willing to laugh at the College’s most hal
lowed and valuable institutions after a week of
papers, tests and I.S. meetings.
Indeed, when The Hygeia Skit was first
performed, Gabe’s introduction, which con
sists of his saying “The Hygeia Skit,” got

Especially for Wooster,
Shoes performed portions of
the Hygeia Skit on the actu
al site. From I , Andy Cobb
has just asked to see a thera
pist; Gabe Zucker’s
Receptionist shouts charm
ingly: “A therapist! V’Justin
Boyd ( “the Bubonic Plague
Guy, ” whom Gabe has diag
nosed as having “strep”)
and author Eric Pfeffinger
(who has been waiting
since 1823) discuss one of
Hygeia s many informative
pamphlets.

laughs all by itself. But a promising concept
doth not a skit make; the concept must be
worked in an arduous improvisational process
akin to a blacksmith’s procedure of steadily,
patiently pounding a piece of white-hot metal
until it takes the shape desired. Actually, the
rehearsal process isn’t like that at all, but it’s a
great image.
When we first began establishing the
process way back when, we didn’t know that
there was a procedure by which one may
reserve rehearsal space. So we would gather in
Wishart Hall at an appointed time and use
whatever space was unlocked and vacant —
often Lean Lecture Room, sometimes Shoolroy
Theatre (when there was no activity in there,
we could sneak in through the coatroom).

Chris just said: ‘We should do a
skit about Hygeia. ”
Once, we got our hands on a set of keys and
commandeered the Freedlander stage; that
was a thrill. We pretended to be playing to a
packed house. Shoes are fantasists.
If anyone of authority ever came upon us
using one of these spaces, they often looked in
curiously and moved on. Their reasoning? Five
people running around doing faux Marx broth
ers routines are either supposed to be there or
too dangerous to mess with. Now we know
how to sign out rehearsal spaces at Lowiy s
scheduling office. Ifs more dependable, but
we look back fondly on our days as comedy
outlaws.
The very first skit we ever actually got
around to doing in a borrowed space (after set
tling on the name; brainstorming skit ideas;
and fantasizing about becoming a wealthy,

worldwide touring group performing to soldout stadiums and inciting the sales of millions
of Don’t Throw Shoes T-shirts and fully jointed
action figures) was called “Aboard the U2 Tour
Bus.” It was hysterical. The next one we devel
oped was “What Guys Are Really Like.” It was
even better. The third was called “The Comedy
Police.” It was depressingly, howlingly, suicideinducingly bad, and the Shoes hit their first
slump.
“The Comedy Police” was the first and
last skit we tried writing out before running
through it. For us, that process produces a
string of jokes that are funny on paper but
annoying in performance.
So as we were conceiving “The Hygeia
Skit” we brainstormed a general structure and
sequence of gags, assigned parts — Gabe the
Secretary, Justin the Bubonic Plague Guy,
Louisa the Therapist — and improvised. Such
run-throughs are sometimes exciting, some
times discouraging, depending more on our
moods than on the quality of the material.
Sketch comedy is a unique genre.
Unlike sustained comic narrative, it does not
allow the audience to become accustomed to
the situation, build up a familiarity with charac
ters, and then react to situations that are funny
based on that familiarity. Instead, ifs more a
matter of conveying the situation, delivering
the jokes, and getting the heck out in five min
utes or less — anything longer is apt to try an
audience’s patience. The experience is rather
like defusing a bomb. Or setting one.
Anyway, it is a given that not everything
in a show is going to work; at worst, whole
skits may be received with uninterrupted
silence. We’ve had that happen. Ifs like walk

ing through Jell-O, only without the fruit.
We’ve learned better to deal with silently hos
tile audiences by now, but I remember walking
offstage after a particularly underappreciated
skit with my Shoes uniform (dark turtleneck,
green pants, off-white hightops) drenched in
sweat.
Conversely, some audiences laugh at
things that don’t deserve laughter. Such audi
ences may be as misguided as the hostile
ones, but we don’t complain about them as
much. A sense of fun and intimacy pervades

The novice comedy troupe quickly
learns the value of brevity.
the performance and gives the comedy troupe
an easier time of it. When a routine dies with a
friendly, supportive audience, it is immediately
consigned to a spot on our Role of Infamy,
which is permanently headed by “The
Comedy Police.”
So the novice comedy troupe quickly
learns the value of brevity. We’ve almost man
aged to shake our early obsession with mak
ing each skit a complete narrative with a begin
ning and ending. We can be proud of the fact
that our “2 Live Shoe” show in Shoolroy
Theatre last December was fairly riddled with
fragments. Many of the skits lack both begin
nings and endings. In fact, “Yoda leaches Luke
Skywalker to Rap” scarcely had a middle.
The attraction of pieces like “The Hygeia
Skit” is that they can contain many smaller bits
within a larger framework. Thus the audience’s
attention shifts rapidly from the Bubonic
Plague Guy to the Informative Pamphlets to
the Therapist to the Inconspicuous Guy
Buying Condoms to the Toothache Guy.
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In the improvisational exer
cise “freeze/justify,”a skit
builds until one o f the
troupe yells “Freeze!”A t
that point, he or she must
take the place and position
of a character on stage and
invent a situation which
explains ( “justifies”) the
characters’positions in an
entirely new way. Above, in
Wishart 101, Paul
D ’A ddario (I.) is in the pro
cess of moving Cathy Taylor
and Clarke McFarlane
from a wall flowers’ dis
cotheque to “Mick Jagger
Applies for a Work-Study
Job in Lowry.”

Improvised revision is crucial in a skit’s
development. We now have preview audiences
before our first shows of the semester. A mem
ber of a preview crowd suggested that I change
my line following the Bubonic Plague Guy’s
complaint about boils in his armpits to “A
watched pit never boils.” Similarly, audience
response to The Hygeia Skifs debut at the
Pine Street Cafe [see “At the S h a . . . Pine
Street Cafe,” Spring 1990, p. 64 — Ed.]
impelled us to alter it in later performances,
cutting Chris’s appearances as Inconspicuous
Guy from two to one, and completely omitting
a dubious routine I did about the Cold Center.
We listen to our critics — as long as we agree
with their ideas.
Don’t Throw Shoes’ sketch comedy was
originally intended as a theatrical alternative to
the offerings in Shoolroy and Freedlander. It
came to have little at all to do with the theatre
department, however. Despite our covert

McGaw’s acoustics made us sound
like a foreign language act.
rehearsals in Wishart and Freedlander, we did
not actually perform in a theatre space until
our Shoolroy show. Also, in spite of the mem
bers’ extensive theatrical involvement (three
were cast in Oedipus and two each in The
Diviners, Tales of the Lost Formicans, Cloud 9,
and Tartuffe) the group includes only two thea
tre majors: Cathy and Paul. Chris and I are
English majors, Gabe a double major in
English and philosophy, Justin a prospective
history major, Clarke a psychology major, and
Andy and Karen philosophy majors. Louisa is
still looking for a major; anyone with a sugges
tion may call her in Spain.
Don’t Throw Shoes debuted in McGaw
Chapel last year. We did three skits in the Luso
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House Talent Show. As the second-to-last act,
we played to an intimate, dozing audience and
a few custodial workers. No matter —
McGaw’s acoustics made everyone think we
were a foreign-language act.
Our first full-length show was at the
College Underground on April 11,1990. It
could have been worse; that is, something
heavy could have fallen on us. Undaunted (or
unable to take the hint), we performed virtual
ly the same show at the Pine Street Cafe a few
days later and had phenomenal success. The
Pine Street patrons even laughed at “A Bunch
of Crazy People Who Think They’re the B-52s
Meet Dan Rather.” In fact, we’ve had support
ive audiences at both our shows in the
cramped quarters of the Pine Street Cafe. It is
a good place for comedy, sort of the antithesis
of McGaw Chapel in that respect. But then, the
Cafe doesn’t have McGaw’s comfortable pews;
there are always sacrifices.
Shoes returned to McGaw, our place of
origin, last semester when (with auxiliary
member Masankho Banda ’91) we did a show
called “Life in College” as part of new student
orientation. It was like the swallows returning
to Capistrano, or Napoleon to Waterloo. But it
was a good move, because the show was a suc
cess (having come straight from placement
tests, the first-year students would have
laughed at anything), and we were even reim
bursed for our props (two cartons of eggs, one
hot dog, and a breakaway bottle).
This past semester Karen took a tempo
rary leave of absence to be in a senior I.S. film
production. Thafs when we brought in Justin
and Louisa. The necessity of the Shoes’ rotat
ing lineup (we lost Chris and Louisa to over
seas study this semester) keeps our material
fresh. Each semester the group’s tone changes
with the addition of new members and with
the old members’ fluctuating moods. Louisa
introduced many of the improvisational exer
cises we used in both rehearsal and perform
ance last semester, and Justin created endear
ing characters like Captain Vermin (in the

Children’s Show skit), Sid the Television
Executive, and, of course, the Bubonic Plague
Guy.
Again, because of the nature of sketch
comedy, the characters created are necessarily
broad, instantly understandable, and often one
dimensional and static. There are occasional
exceptions which infuse the medium with
unexpected and refreshing depth; Andy’s The
Greatest Stuntman in the World character

Comedy’s traditional use of stereo
types is problematic.
developed beneath his crusty abrasiveness a
graceful and wistful side in a run-through only
an hour before we performed the skit.
But for the most part, characters suc
ceed by calling up immediate expectations and
then achieving comic proportions by either
satisfying or defying those expectations in a
ridiculous manner. Thus, sketch comedy
makes extensive use not only of stereotypes
but of actual personages: Chris’s Gauguin
wears a Hawaiian shirt and berates roomie Van
Gogh for getting blood all over the bathroom;
my Gandhi flies into a violent rage at every
typographical error he makes in his autobiog
raphy; Gabes Andrew Dice Clay does obscene
commercials for AT&T
So when developing “The Hygeia Skit,”
the creation of characters was brief and effi
cient. Gabe was the receptionist; this character
was quickly established as vociferous and cal
lous, traits required of any health care em
ployee appearing in a satire. The infirm stu
dents were one-dimensionally naive and sub
missive to the receptionists peculiar demands,
except for Chris’s Inconspicuous Guy whose
unobtrusiveness was offset by his vehement
insistence that he receive the condoms “No
Questions Asked” — not even questions like

AFTER
“How many?” And, because therapists are
expected to be helpful and caring people, com
edy dictates that Louisa’s be a subtly nasty one
named Dr. Eva Braun.
The rehearsal process fleshed out the
relationships among these characters as well
as the jokes that moved the skit along; “The
Hygeia Skit” contained one of the only
exchanges in Shoes’ brief history that stands
on its own as a “routine”:
GABE: Can you list the symptoms?
JUSTIN: Let me see. There’s Bart,
Homer, Marge...
GABE: No, the symptomsl The symp
toms!
It also developed that my character had
been cheerfully languishing in the waiting
room since 1823: “I came in with consump
tion.” Needless to say, this revelation changed
my approach to character; if there’s a stereo
type of a 200-year-old man, I employed it.
Comedy’s traditional use of stereotypes
is problematic, for the ease of communicating
them is offset by their troubling implications.
Comedy has utilized racial and gender stereo
types ever since Aristophanes; they are partic
ularly evident in American comedy in the hey
day of radio shows and Warner Brothers car
toons — and in that lousy joke you heard at
the office the other day.
The brevity of sketch comedy requires
stereotypes; the audience identifies the situa
tion (We’re in a student health center) and the
personalities (The receptionist is dense and
uncaring) immediately and so is quickly pre
pared to get the jokes. A skit may require the
actor to play, simply, an angry person — stereotypically angry. If it can be made funny, that’s
even better, but everything in the performance
contributes to and is subsumed by that overrid
ing function. (Unless, of course, the comedy
lies in the angry person’s sudden good nature.)
But the tendency toward stereotypes is one of
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which comedy must be conscious if its more
damaging potential is to be avoided.
The Shoes never shrink from controversy.
It’s better to offend than to be boring, and we
have no qualms about utilizing profanity, sug
gestive situations, satire, or sophomoric bath
room humor if it’s genuinely funny (which it
certainly can be). But degrading individuals or
groups (for instance, on the basis of race, gen
der, nationality or sexual orientation) is essen
tially inconsistent with the aim of comedy.
Comedy is traditionally an inclusive, communal
activity; hence the facts that classical comedies
often ended with weddings and/or feasts and

The Shoes never shrink
from controversy.
that our shows go over particularly well in inti
mate settings like Pine Street and Shoolroy. To
ostracize people for the reasons listed above is
to violate that principle of inclusivity.
We do regularly walk the line of accept
ability, performing skits with political bents or
religious settings (our last show, “2 Live Shoe,’
relocated the Dukes of Hazzard into Biblical
times. Voila: “The Dukes of Nazareth”). But
we also turn damaging stereotypes upside
down for comic effect in skits like “What Guys
Are Really Like.” In that skit, we prepare the
audience for male characters who are crude,
anti-intellectual, and sexist. The skifs comic
twist is that those traits turn out to be part of a
front the men put up only when women are
around. As soon as Karen’s character leaves,
the beer is replaced by Evian water and con
versation turns from sports to Walt Whitman.
Comedy’s purposes are to amuse and to
inform. When all else fails, Shoes opt for the
former. But if we can manage to squeeze satiri
cal messages in as well, so much the better.

People often ask who our comedic influ
ences are. Well, okay, only one person has
asked. And, truth be told, he didn’t really care
to hear the answer. But the point is, we don’t
tend to follow any established style; we do
what we think is funny (which can give rise to
troubling questions like, “Why do you guys
keep doing those stupid jokes?”). Many of our
skits, obviously, utilize conventions and stereo
types that have been part of comedy for ages:
stereotypically sleazy television executives and
stereotypically wide-eyed, innocent children
appear in our shows, functioning solely to
meet expectations, not challenge them. But
any conscious acknowledgment of familiar
comic trends on our part is found only in delib
erate deviation. As Gabe once said, “We ask
ourselves: Would they do that on the new
Saturday Night Live?’ And if the answer is yes,
we don’t do it.”
Don’t Throw Shoes is entering its third
semester of performing and is, we hope, only
in its infancy. Already we’ve become much
tighter in performance and have discovered
the attractions of live improvisation, and a hos
tile audience has almost become more a chal
lenge than an impetus to brood in a dark room
for a week.
For Shoes (and, more broadly, indige
nous Wooster comedy) to endure would, I
think, benefit the campus. The catharsis of
watching Oedipus blind himself is one thing,
but it’s quite a different catharsis altogether to
join the performers in making fun of Hygeia or
the library or the local pizza place. Sketch
comedy at its best breaks down the theatrical
barriers between performer and audience; at
its worst, it’s a cheap way to see someone get
hit over the head with a bottle. Who could
argue with that? SS

The “What Guys Are Really
Like”skit in rehearsal after
being recast to include new
Shoes Boyd, McFarlane,
and DAddario. The group
is here breaking itself up,
but these lines are supposed
to be delivered with straight
faces:
Eric: Justin. You’re looking
down in the mouth.
Justin: Well, ifs about
Kathy. I ’m afraid she’s just
dating me for sexual inti
macy.
Gabe: Oh, that hurts.
Justin: I wish we could
expand the horizons of our
relationship into a mean
ingful exchange, but I ’m
afraid to show her the real
me.
Paul: We’d be too vulnerable
i f we did that.
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B ooks
by N ancy Grace

trangers From a Different Shore by
Ronald Takaki ’61; published by Little,
Brown, and Co., Boston, 1989. $24.95.
Ronald Takaki’s critically
acclaimed re-vision of American history pre
sents us with the opportunity to see America
through the eyes of the Asian, all those includ
ing the Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and
Filipino who immigrated here or were born
here. Rejecting pure quantitative analysis,

illustrating how the down-to-earth can illumi
nate the divine. Topics such as “the Maltese
Cross,” “Smoke Inhalation,” “Blind Rescue,”
and “The Calm in the Eye of the Storm” draw
parallels between the tasks of the volunteer fire
fighter and the Christian.
“As the pumpers and squads
approached the convalescent center, the chief
ordered the units to shut off their lights and
sirens. There was a small fire in the laundry
room. But all units were called, in case the
patients were to be evacuated. Calmly and qui
etly one pump crew entered the building and
extinguished the fire while the remaining units
parked behind the building. As far as the
patients were concerned, their routines were
undisturbed.
“The men in the small boat in the Sea of
Galilee were afraid as the storm raged about
them....They awakened [Jesus] and he calmly
caused the storm to cease. He reflected a
sense of calm and confidence to His disciples
that eased their fears. They were able to keep
their situation in perspective.”

J. Arthur Baird is Synod Professor of
Religion Emeritus and Senior Research
Scholar at the College of Wooster.
“Maturity in love demands that we look
honestly and accurately not only at institutions
and situations but also at people without allow
ing our own prejudices to distort that reality.
This tactical provision is one of the most com
monly violated on the economic scene where
our expectations are so often determined by
our own desires without any understanding or
acceptance of the needs of others and the reali
ties of the particular situation or institution.”

W
American Woven Coverlets by Carol Strickler
’59; published by Interweave Press, Loveland,
Colorado, 1987. $8.95.
A second-generation self-proclaimed
craft “dabbler,” Carol Strickler has written a
guide to the history and variety of coverlets
made in the United States. The book explains
why, how, and by whom coverlets were made,
and offers information on how to evaluate and

W
by Ronald Takaki ’61.

Takaki elects to view these people as subjects,
that is, as “men and women with minds, wills,
and voices.” His account of their history, which
spans almost 200 years, is vitalized by their
oral histories, conversations, diaries, songs,
autobiographies, and poems, revealing their
struggle to reconcile a deep faith in the
American dream with an equally profound
doubt in its possibility.
Takaki is Professor of Ethnic Studies at
the University of California at Berkeley.
I do not see, although I have eyes.
Then, have I become blind? No, I have not.
I do not hear, although I have ears.
Then, have I become deaf? No, I have not.
I do not speak, although I have a mouth.
Then, have I lost my speech? No, I have not.
I have become an old stranger
who wants to raise a young tree
in this wealthy land.
(written by a school janitor who was once a
teacher in Korea)

The Greed Syndrome: An Ethical Sickness in
American Capitalism by J. Arthur Baird; pub
lished by Hampshire Books, Philadelphia,
1989. $9.95.
The ethical crisis facing America today,
according to Baird, is found in what the old
Greeks called economics, that is, the life that
goes on in the market-place. In this text Baird
pays special attention to the phenomenon of

by J. Arthur Baird, religious studies emeritus.
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care for them. Fully illustrated, the book also
includes drafts and weaving instructions for
dozens of different patterns.
“All of the professional weavers of the
18th and early 19th centuries were men. In
those days it was not socially acceptable for a
woman to be in that kind of business or to trav
el alone and work outside her home. This atti
tude changed only slightly during the 19th century....If you have a Jacquard-loomed coverlet
with a woman’s name woven in, the name is
almost certainly that of the woman for whom it
was woven, not that of the weaver.”

W

W
Like as a Fire: Devotional Reflections on Fire and
Rescue Personnel by R. Eldon Trubee ’66; pub
lished by Fairway Press, Lima, Ohio, 1987. $4.95
R. Eldon Trubee, both a Christian pastor
and an experienced volunteer fire and rescue
worker, presents 53 short personal reflections

by Carol Strickler ’59.

greed, which he identifies as a moral or ethical
disease whose symptoms permeate American
culture and combine to form a social syndrome
threatening the health of the nation. In answer
to this crisis, Baird presents a practical
Christian ethic to create a healthier society.

A Gaggle of Verses by Vonna Adrian ‘28; pub
lished by Bits Press, Cleveland, Ohio, 1988.
$6.95.
This posthumously published collection
of poetry takes artful snipes at a host of literary
giants, including Swift, Wordsworth, Tennyson,
and Carlyle, as well as presenting reflections
on Midwestern life and womanhood.
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these practical problems, and perhaps even pre
vent some of those institutional ‘disasters’
which occur when human groups dissolve into
bitterly feuding factions.”

W

by Vonna Adrian ’28.

Vonna Adrian, former director of English
composition and literature courses at the
Cleveland Institute of Art, died on May 10,
1987.

Literary Club, Old Style
A poet’s come from out of town
to read his work. Some members glow
to indicate they’re in the know;
some members look intent and frown,
while others watch the kitchen door
and calculate how long the bore
has yet to go.
At last, at last,
oh lyric moment! A frozen sonnet
with butterscotch and almonds on it!

W
Group Dynamic Law: Exposition and Practice
edited by David A. Funk ’48; published by Law
Arts Publishers, New York, 1988. Price not list
ed.
This collection of essays and edited tran
scripts of discussions is a product of a sympo
sium on group dynamic law held at the Indiana
University School of Law in Indianapolis in
1986. The book presents an interdisciplinary
approach to the way in which law and legal
rules may affect relationships of persons in
groups. Essays explore fundamentals of group
dynamics and organization theory, groups in
business organization, government as group,
and group dynamics in attorney-client relations.
Almost all chapters are followed with relevant
questions, answers, and comments from sym
posium participants.
David A. Funk is Professor of Law at the
Indiana University School of Law —
Indianapolis.
“The flyer which announced the sympo
sium asserted that lawyers are ‘architects’ of
groups and organizations. They design organi
zation structures for joint ventures, partner
ships, business and nonprofit corporations,
consolidated enterprises, real estate invest
ments, cooperatives, labor unions, and other
groups. They also work with group structures
designed by others—contracting parties, legis
lators, corporate managers and former counsel.
This pathbreaking symposium showed how
new developments in group dynamics and orga
nization theory can help attorneys deal with

Parables at Work by John C. Purdy ’45; pub
lished by The Westminster Press,
Philadelphia, 1985. Price not listed.
Through the parables of Jesus, John
Purdy discusses how we can learn to work
well. Purdy, director of Education Services for
the Presbyterian Church (USA), constructs 12
chapters that are more homiletic in nature than
expository. Each examines a parable as an
expression of God’s kingdom and then applies
the parable to the workplace. Incorporating a
variety of examples from both secular and the
ological history, he presents a pattern for
Christian living.
“So strictly are our lives ruled by clocks
and calendars that we may find these New
Testament warnings arcane. After all, to be
human means to be time-bound. One of the
greatest of cultural achievements was the
invention of the notion of time. How can we
imagine human beings apart from some notion
of time? Without time, all the technical mar
vels of our generation would be
impossible...But we need to remember that
time is a human construct. God’s realm is not
like our kingdoms; it does not operate by
clocks, computers, or calendars. Therefore
God’s kingdom may come upon us like a thief
in the night, or like a master suddenly return
ing from a wedding feast and knocking on the
door for admittance. The faithful are those
who are wakeful and watchful.”

W
The Idea of Race in Latin America 1870-1940
edited by Richard Graham ’56; published by
the University of Texas Press, Austin, 1990.
Price not listed.
The scholarly essays collected in this
volume explore the processes by which the
idea of race justified white domination over
“colored” populations in Mexico, Brazil, Cuba,
and Argentina. Thomas Skidmore, Aline Helg,
and Alan Knight each contribute extensively
documented chapters that not only articulate
the social and economic differences distin
guishing these societies but also discuss
issues of commonality: the relationship of
racism and policy decisions and the link
between racism and reform.
Richard Graham, professor of history at
the University of Texas at Austin, introduces
the volume with a brief historical and theoreti
cal discussion of the racial dilemma facing
Latin American from 1879-1940, a period in
which, as Graham states, the idea of race had
its fullest development and the approval of sci
ence.
“As the expanding forces of industrial
capitalism penetrated ever deeper into the
Latin American economies, so did accompany

ing social change and intellectual currents.
Political and intellectual leaders imagined
themselves part of a European civilization.
Nineteenth-century liberalism—which also
had an overpowering influence upon their
thought—emphasized the idea of the free indi
vidual struggling to survive and ascend.
Scientific racism explained why some succeed
ed while others failed, seemed to make clear
the reasons for contemporary realities in inter
national relations, and justified the dominance
domestically of the few (whites) over the many
(colored).”

W
The Musical Migration and Ernst Toch by
Diane Peacock Jezic ’63; published by Iowa
State University Press, Ames, Iowa, 1989. Price
not listed.
Diane Peacock Jezic treats the life of
German emigre Ernst Tock as exemplary of
the experiences of many excellent emigre
composers who left Nazi Germany for
America in the 1930s. Celebrated as a compos
er of art music in Germany, Toch found
employment and a home in American
academia as well as in the Hollywood film stu
dios where he composed scores for films such
as “Heidi” (1937), ‘T he Story of Alexander
Graham Bell” (1939), ‘T he Cat and the
Canary” (1939), and ‘T he Unseen” (1945).
Jezic’s work presents the substance and
impact of both his European and American
careers. The book also includes a Toch worklist, discography, and filmography.
Until her death in 1989, Diane Peacock
Jezic taught music literature at Towson State
University, Baltimore, Maryland.
“Einstein referred to himself as a ‘bird of
passage’; Toch preferred the word ‘wanderer’
for himself. Whatever the impact of emigration
on his personality or creativity, Ernst Toch,

by Diane Peacock Jezic ’63.

before and much more after emigration, was a
philosopher—not just a musical philosopher,
as evidenced in his two books and many of his
articles, but a philosopher of the human condi
tion. Appropriately, he identified with and dedi
cated his Second Symphony to ‘the lonely seer
in a time of darkness, the only victor in a world
of victims, Albert Schweitzer.’” S3

35

ALUMNI

NEWS
Director, Career Development and Placement,
The College of Wooster, Wooster, Ohio 44691.
We look forward to your request to be included
in the Scots Career Network!

A lum ni News
by Jeffrey S. Todd ’83

A ppointm ents to the
A lum ni Board

A lum ni Spotlight on
Com m unity Activism

Anne Howes Anderson ’82 of
Williamsburg, Virginia, and James Stoll 72 of
Brookline, Massachusetts, were appointed to
serve three-year terms on the Alumni Board.
Anderson is Director of Competitive
Swimming for The College of Wdliam and

ast November the Alumni Association
sponsored a one-day Alumni Spotlight
on Community Activism in cooperation
with the Wooster Volunteer Network
and the Career Development and Placement
Office.
Arthur Kropp 79 opened the event with
a talk entitled “Citizenship and Service.”
Kropp is president of People for the American
Way, a nonprofit, nonpartisan constitutional lib
erties organization. Thomas McCullough ’58,

L

Arthur Kropp 79, president of People for the American
Way, was the keynote speaker for an A lum ni Spotlight
on Community Activism day at Wooster.

working with people who can assist them in
gathering information related to their career
interests. Alumni are a particularly valuable
asset in this regard since they understand the
life of Wooster students, academic and co-curricular programs at the College, and the “world
of work” that awaits students after graduation.
Would you be interested in helping stu
dents with their preparation for life after gradu
ation? You may do so by volunteering as a con
tact person in the Scots’ Career Network. You
could provide valuable assistance in the follow
ing ways:
• Serve as a career mentor by talking with stu
dents about your career and/or your
pursuit of advanced degrees;
• Refer students to various job openings in
your organization;
• Send information about job openings in your
organization to the Career Development
and Placement Office at the College;
• Interview and hire Wooster students.
Alumni living in fifteen major regions
throughout the United States recently received
formal requests to become involved in the
Network. The regions are: Boston, Chicago,
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Columbus, Los Angeles,
Minneapolis/St. Paul, New York, Orange
County, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Portland,
San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, D.C.
You may register your interest or gain further
information by contacting Hoyte Wdhelm,

former executive vice president of the United
Way of Massachusetts Bay, was the second
speaker on the program. McCullough dis
cussed the topic “Community Service.”
The final presentation featured a panel
of alumni discussing “Knowledge Linked with
Action.” The panelists included Bobbi Douglas
’80, Executive Director, Wayne County
Alcoholism Services; Robert Mellert ’41,
Docent President, Mint Museum of Art; Tom
Oommen ’90, Volunteer, Westmoreland
Volunteer Corps; Walter Rockenstein ’65, Civic
Activist; and Stephanie Vader ’90, The Family
Shelter. The panel discussion was moderated
by James Hodges (history).

Scots Career Network:
A lum ni A ssistin g
Students
Alumni helping students: thafs what the
Scots’ Career Network is all about. The Career
Development and Placement Office frequently
emphasizes to students the importance of net-
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The class o f ’01 a t its 1931 reunion. Though we
will understand i f you prefer not to com e in cos
tum e, we urge you to begin p la n n in g now to

Anne Howes Anderson ’82 has been appointed to a
three-year term on the A lum ni Board.

Mary. She serves as president of the Peninsula
Triathalon Club and is the coordinator of
Underprivileged Children’s Swimming in
Williamsburg.
Stoll is Dean for Student Development at
Salem State College. A clinical and sports psy
chologist, he is active in the AIDS Action
Committee of the Brookline School System
and with the Cooperative for Public Higher
Education in Massachusetts.
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1979 John J. Compton’49
John E. & Marion Fitch Exter ’32 & ’33
Sherman A. Wengerd ’36

Call for N om inations

1980 Helen Murray Free ’45
Donald B. Register ’59
John E. Wallace 12

The College o f Wooster A lu m n i Association
Distinguished A lu m n i Awards

1981 Erma Wooding Foley ’38
William F. Kieffer ’36
Frank W. Notestein ’23

he Distinguished Alumni Award is the
highest honor bestowed upon alumni
by the Alumni Association. The award
recognizes worthy achievement which
exemplifies Wooster’s dedication to excellence
and its ideal of service. Alumni are selected for
this award based on their professional accom
plishments or service to humanity. Service to
Wooster is also considered.
If you know an alumnus or alumna who
should be considered for the Distinguished
Alumni Award, please send his or her name,
along with a biographical sketch and support
ing documentation, to the Distinguished
Alumni Awards Commitee, c/o Office of
Alumni Relations, The College of Wooster,
Wooster, Ohio 44691.
On this page, we publish a list of honorees since the award was established in 1961.

1971 Marguerite Garber Lewis ’33
Donald A. Lowrie 10
Robert G. Wilder ’42

D istinguished Alum ni
Award R ecipients

1977 Carolyn Gustafson Dix ’32
James A. Miller, Jr. ’28
James Y Neel ’35
Donald W. Raley ’27

T

1961 Charles Albert Dilley ’30
Charles Edward McDermott ’24
Lewis Frederick Mayer ’20
1962 William Morris Alrich ’39
Paul & Eillene McGrew Hawk ’25 & ’26
Warren Poppino Spencer T9
1963 Anne Durham Davis T5
John Clifford Johnston, Jr. ’38
Francis Patton Twinem 17
1964 George Leslie Dixon ’22
Lister & Edna Fetzer Weiss ’20 & ’27
Ruth Wylie Eschbach ’39
1965 William Moore McCulloch ’23
John McSweeney 12
Robert Lind Myers ’39
1966 Robert Gehlman Bone, Sr. ’28
Alma Elizabeth Gault 16
Goerge Ault Mosel 16
1967 Waldo Hilaiy Dunn ’06
Helen Harrington Compton 12
Wilson Martindale Compton 11*
Edwin Milton Wright 18
1968 Albert Irwin Good ’06
John DeWitt McKee 17
John Ralph Milligan, Jr. ’49
1969 Alfred & Eva Castner Swan 17 & 18
Carl & Esther Lane loensmeier ’31 & ’30
David Asbury Redding ’46
Howard F. Lowry ’23*
1970 David A. Cort ’32
Gideon D. Hatfield ’09
J. Charles Wynn ’41
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1972 Jeanne Christy ’26
G. Ernest Wright ’31
Wiliam H. Havener ’44
1973 William R. Schultz ’33
James M. Dawson ’39
John & Jane Cotton Boyd ’42 & ’42
1974 Ernest Y & Alfreda Gabriel
Campbell ’40 & ’41
Charles B. Moke ’31
Dwight C. Hanna III ’44
1975 Juliet Stroh Blanchard ’24
Sanford P. Lehman ’28
1976 Shannon B. McCune ’35
Lucy Lilian Notestein 11
W. Scott Craig ’56

1978 Jerrold K. Footlick ’56
W. Dean & Harriet Painter
Hopkins ’30 & ’32
Yiola Startzman Robertson ’35
Though not a Wooster grad
uate, Erasmus would no
doubt have nominated a
person of the quality repre
sented by the list on this
page had he had the oppor
tunity. The sage is pictured
here in an etching by Felix
Bracquemond (18331914), “Erasme, d’apres
Holbein,”black on eggshell,
dated 1863. The etching is
part o f the John Taylor
Arms Collection, a gift to
the College from Ward and
M ariam C. Canaday.

1982 Lowell B. & Mary Courtney Bourns ’27
William McAfee ’32
James C. Mikkelsen, Jr. ’42
1983 Robert R. Cadmus ’36
H. Alberta Colclaser ’33
Stanley C. Gault ’48
1984 Catherine Compton Chase ’44
Ernest M. Hole 18
Russell H. Seibert ’30
1985 Catherine B. Hess ’37
John. W. “Bill” Pocock ’38
Edward B. Westlake ’25
1986 James R. Baroffio ’54
Betty Dickens Neuhart ’45
Stanley R. Welty ’24
1987 Dorothy McCuskey ’29
Jon R. Waltz ’51
Ralph A. Young ’29
1988 Henry C. Miller ’44
George W. Thorn ’27
1989 Lois Barr C ook’45
Stephen R. Donaldson ’68
Robert Seely Lauback ’41
Erie A. Mills ’75
1990 Eric H. Boehm ’40
Marguerite Lane Bowden ’40
E. Christine Camp ’51
* Posthumously

Alumni Association
Officers & Board
Members 1 9 9 0 -9 1
President: Kent M. Weeks ’59
6025 Sherwood Dr., Nashville, TN 37215

In Oct., Brian H en n essy completed Avia
tion Officer Candidate School and was comm is
sioned as a Navy Ensign.
D avid Coogan is working on his M.A. in
English at SUNY, Albany, NY.

Past-President: Lee E berhardt Limbird 7 0
3435 Hampton Ave., Nashville, TN 37215

Secretary: Ken Aldridge, George School, N ew 
town, PA 18940. Tel. 215-579-4057.

m usic director/assistant program director for
N ortheast Com munications K-FM. She is also a
disc jockey on a part-time basis. H er other activi
ties include teaching Sunday school and going
skiing.
Andrew N ich olson , who recently
received National Athletic Trainers’ Association
certification, is a physical therapist at Wooster
Com munity Hospital.
In July, 1990, M elanie Headley ’88 visited
Dan Egli in Geneva, Switzerland, w here he is

C lass o f 1 9 9 1
G. Terry Bard ’57
301 E ast M cPherson Ave., Findlay, OH 45804
Richard A. Bowers ’82
5851 Morrowfield Ave., #14
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
M erry Lomas D ahm s ’64**
1525 M issouri Ave., Saint Louis, MO 63104
Patricia Workman Foxx ’46*
1417 Carroll Brown Way
West Chester, PA 19382
Jean Pierce Gow ’45**
3724 Wildwood Dr., Endwell, NY 13760
Jayne Ann H art 7 6
1256 Kensington Rd., McLean, NA 22101
William A. Longbrake ’65*
939 18th Ave. East, Seattle, WA 98112
C lass o f 1 9 9 2
Julia B euter Bogner 7 6
1660 A rthur Dr., Wooster, OH 44691
Robert G. M ellert ’41**
1300 Q ueens Rd., Apt. 317, Charlotte, NC 28207
Irwin L. Reese 7 5
124 West 72nd St., New York, NY 10023
Jean Carroll Scott ’41
Box 13, Eden Mills, VT 05653
Roger W. S toneburner ’44*
Route 3, Box 212F, Blue Waters Dr.
M arble Falls, TX 78654

It was great seeing those who returned to
W ooster for Homecoming. During that time, I
(Susan) collected som e news. I didn’t have my
notebook with me, so if I’ve left out som ething,
you know w here to write me.
Jen H odgson is still at Kent State, con
tinuing h e r work on h e r thesis. In the fall, she
was busy working with Kent’s Learning Develop
m ent C enter and doing p eer tutoring. She would
welcome mail, calls, or visitors at 947 Howe Rd.,
Kent, OH 44240.
Cindy Drake is in Hancock, MI, where
she is enjoying h e r work with the elderly.
Katherine Vierow m arried Kevin Logs
don ’88 on July 22, 1989, and they now live in
Fredericktown. Katherine is a branch m anager
at Fifth-Third Bank, and Kevin is a teacher at
Clearfork High School.
T hree W oosterites are working on their
M.A.s at the U of M innesota, w here they also
have teaching assistantships: Laura McGraw in
Scandinavian studies/language and literature;
Eric P aul Jacob sen in German; David Sick ’88
in classics. They see each other often, as their
departm ental offices are located in the sam e
building. All three would welcome correspon
dence. Write to Laura at 1024 15th Ave. SE, Min
neapolis, MN 55414, and to Eric at 2545 Cedar
Ave. S., M inneapolis, MN 55404. See ’88 column
for David’s address.
In Brunswick, ME, Liz Laverdiere is

Dan Egli 8 9 and M elanie Headley 88.

working for Dairyland, Inc. (See photo.) Dan
would like to hear from friends. Address: 19
Grand Rue, 1204 Geneva, Switzerland.
In Oct., B eth K am pm eier becam e direc
tor of m iddle school m inistries at First Com mu
nity C hurch in Columbus.
Write to your secretary, soon!
Secretary: S u san Fesz, 8 6 7 6 Edgerton Rd.,
N orth Royalton, O H 44133.

Susan Q. Stranahan ’68*
145 Anton Rd., Wynnewood, PA 19096
Mina Ramage Van Cleef ’53**
530 Skipper’s Lane, P.O. Box 2054,
Orient, NY 11957
C lass o f 1 9 9 3
Nancy Braund Boruch ’64**
1205-B Central St., Evanston, IL 60201
Walter H. Rockenstein II ’65**
643 East 57th St., Minneapolis, MN 55417
Sara E. Bradley ’67
23 M errim ac PL, Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107
Richard A. Holroyd ’52
35 Woodfield Rd., Stony Brook, NY 11790
Barry L. Stephens 75
606 Albany St., Ferndale, MI 48220

*M em bers of the Board of T rustees elected by
the alumni
** M em bers appointed to the Alumni Board

The wedding of Karen Balogh ’90 and Stephen
Stafford ’88. (I. to r.) Melissa Beach, Lori Gillman,
Ken Aldridge, Christina Boyd, Sue Beavins ’90s, Sher
ry Gross Shepherd 87, Jim Shepherd 85, Becky
Naragon ’91, Carol Leonard ’92, Katie Taillon ’91,

Kimberly Strollo ’90, groom, bride, Elaine Theodore
'90, Donald and Donna Jacobs, Nancy McGraw ’91,
Emily Stoltzfus ’92, Carl Olson 88, Alisha M iller ’91,
Dan Brunelle 88, Tyra Grier ’91, A m y Stroud ’92.

Your classm ates would like to h ear about
the changes in your lives, so please drop your
secretaries a note.
Secretaries: Miatta W ilson, 120 5 P alm yra Ave.,
R ichm ond, VA 23227; Eric G reene, PCV, Corps
D e La P aix A m erica in , B.P. 10537, Niam ey,
Niger, W. Africa.

19 8 7

Mini-reunion last sum m er o f ’88 classmates at the
Campbell fam ily cottage on Lake Hortonia, VT. (front
row, I. to r.) Carol Edge Campbell ’62, Laura Tuennerman, Judy Rich, Lisa Jones, Karen Ferguson ’88s.

19 8 8
Row ena Tan reports that she is in h e r
third year of a five-year Ph.D. program in coun
seling psychology at the U of M innesota. Once
in a while, she sees Garth H ickle.
Elizabeth W inans is in graduate school
at Ohio State U, and K athleen Sm ythe has
moved to Madison, WI, w here she is a teacher.
Katie K eller is director of school-age child care
at the YMCA in Boulder, CO, and plans to go
back to school when she gains residency.
Upon com pleting the M.A. program in
classics at the U of M innesota in June, David
Sick hopes to find a teaching position in a high
school or comm unity college. He would wel
come contact from W oosterites at 2546 18th Ave.
S., M inneapolis, MN 55404.
M ichelle P agano is assistant director of
adm ission at Allegheny College. She reports
that Lisa Vendel is a m edical student at the U
of Toledo.
Richard and Dorothy Byers Crouse,
who were m arried on April 21,1990, are both
attending graduate school in Pittsburgh, PA.
They send news that Richard and M arideth
F ields Leonard were m arried in May, 1990.
John K uzm ishin is enjoying his new job
as senior analyst-investment banking for Vector
Securities International in Deerfield, IL. He and
his wife, Lauran (B urden), live in Buffalo
Grove, IL.
A mini-reunion of ’88 classm ates took
place last sum m er at the Campbell family cot
tage on Lake Hortonia, VT T he occasion was
the return from the Peace Corps of Cathy
Cam pbell, who served for two years as an
English teacher in the village of Filingue in
Niger. (See photo.)
Gerald W illiam s writes that he has
transferred from W illamette U to the U of Min
nesota, w here he is a law student.
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(row 2) Sara Potier, Cathy Campbell ’88s. (row 3)
Bill Campbell ’62, Becky Sturpe Hatfield, Heather
Duncan, Tika Davies, Carrie McGraw '88s, Beth
Campbell ’90.

After studying in London, England, for
over a year, M elanie H ead ley is now back in
the States. She received h e r M.I.M. (M asters in
International M anagem ent) in international
hotel and tourism m anagem ent from Schiller
International University in London. W hile there,
she also worked at the Waldorf Hotel. In July,
she visited Dan Egli ’89 in Switzerland. (See
photo.) Write to Melanie at 1767 N.W. Blvd.,
Columbus, OH 43212.
T hank you, Melanie, for sending us the
following information. Sharon G ostlin works at
a law firm in Columbus. Pam Horton is a
research assistant at Vanderbilt University M edi
cal Center in Nashville, TN. M eg Anfang lives
in Cleveland and attends Cleveland-Marshall
Law School.

The wedding o f Lisa Hunyadi ’8 7 and Robert
MacKay. (I. to r.) Kevin Burns ’87, Amy Zuberbuhler
’87, Tom Nelson ’84, bride, groom, Carrrie McGraw
’88, Michael Johnson ’88.

To begin, m ost appropriately, at the top:
co-president John Fernandez has now officially
left Boston and is im m ersed in studies at U of
Pennsylvania’s Fels C enter of Government in
Philly, his old stom ping ground. John writes that
he has “never felt so determ ined about an aca
demic endeavor before,” so look out Fels! His
address, which he expects all to use at least
occasionally, is 3400 Baring St., Philadelphia,
PA 19104.
A nother classm ate once again pursuing
the academic life is Amy Zuberbuhler, who is
working on her M.A. in counseling at the U of
Pittsburgh. On Oct. 5, Amy was the maid of
honor in Lisa Hunyadi M acKay’s wedding.
O ther Woosterites in attendance were Kevin
Burns, Tom Nelson ’84, Carrie McGraw ’88,
M ichael Johnson ’88, Alise Indorf Bartley ’89,
and D eborah Horn Short ’89 (see photo). Lisa
and husband Rob, a U of Akron grad, are now
“fantabulously” (to borrow Lisa’s vocab) living in
Akron: 135 H unt Club Dr., Apt. 3C, Akron 44321.
Although not getting m arried herself (at
least not that I know of), Patti M urphy becam e
the bridal consultant for M eier and Frank this
summer. She was also h e r store’s nom inee for
the Chairman’s Cup in custom er service. Patti’s
thinking that grad school is probably in h e r near
future. She lives in Salem, OR.
A nother wedding soon to take place is
that of Chris Drake and Kay Schwerzler! T he
event will be som etim e in mid-1991. Both Chris
and Kay are working and living in Wooster,
where Kay has recently been prom oted to m an
ager of the Central T rust Company’s College
Hills office, and Chris continues working for the
College. W hen not banking, Kay is working on
her M .B.A at Ashland U. Although I never

caught up with Kay at Hom ecom ing, I did m an
age to find Chris out on the soccer field during
the Alum vs. Alum game. His team m ates includ
ed Mark Taylor, Scott G unselm an, Tom
Junkin, John Porter, and Mark O’Gawa. A
bunch of quickly aging m en trying to re-live
their youth?
Now hailing from Rochester, NY, Lisa
D im ent is staying busy as program director at
the Penfield Racquet and Fitness Club. She
moved from Kalamazoo in June and is happy
with h e r different and challenging job. New
address: 71 E. Ridge Rd., Rochester, NY 14621.
Form er Rochester resident Karen
M elech G illooly and husband Bryan were
am ong the few people that I did see at Home
coming. A dinner at M atsos’ (of course) afforded
a relaxing opportunity to visit and catch up with
each other’s lives and talk wedding plans with
Janet M cCracken and future husband Jeff.
E llen Scholl is alive and well and living
in Honolulu, HI. During the work week, she is
an administrative assistant at T he Pacific and
Asian Affairs Council, and on the weekends, she
spends h e r tim e at the beach. Visitors welcome!
she writes.
Karen Joh n son has been prom oted to
the position of m anuscript editor for The A m e ri
can Jo u rn a l o f Ophthalmology. She lives in Chica
go, IL.
T he big excitem ent in my (Laura’s) life,
since I’m not getting m arried in the near future,
is that I’m moving into a career as a published
scholar. Okay, not really, but I do have an article
on an Irish novel in the Colby Literary Review,
coming out in the spring. Besides that, grad
school just keeps on trucking along. I hope all of
your lives are trucking along on an equally
happy path, and — by the time this com es out
— it will no doubt be appropriate to say “Happy
New Year!”
Secretary: Laura VanDale, 6 2 0 B rill Dr., #4,
Oxford, O H 45056.

The wedding of Am y Wierman 8 6 and Charles
Buchwald 85.

The wedding o f Margo Scruggs 8 6 and David Sea
man. (standing, I. to r.) Tim Lewis 88, Elizabeth
Winans 88, Scott Piepho 86, Sara Lake 86, John
Seaman 84, Carolyn Budinger Seaman 86, Tom

M
Hill:

® 5th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.

Hare ’86, David Scruggs ’90, Jane Shipman 86,
David Lake ’90, Heather Duncan 88, Laura Janson
85, Ken Mulford 85, Caroline Delafield 86, David
Rim m ler 84, Robert Seaman ’57.

T his issue starts off with yet another list
of weddings. Congratulations to all the happy
new couples.
Amy W ierm an and Charles Buchwald
’85 were m arried May 19, 1990, in Pennsylvania.
W ooster friends attending the wedding were
Wayne Huck ’85 (who is standing directly
behind Charley in the picture), Laura VanDale
’87, who was the soloist, John and Nora Land
Murphy, and K risten Lausch.
T he Buchwalds love living in Minnesota,
w here Amy works for the Potom ac M useum
Group, a company that prepares geological spec
im ens for m useum s and private owners and also
provides educational trips and workshops. Amy
said the one geology course she took at Wooster
really changed h e r life! Charley is a design
departm ent m anager at the W alker Art Center, a
renowned m odern art m useum . A couple of pro
jects he worked on were featured recently in
S m ith so n ia n and Tim e. Amy and Charley live at
2883 Holm es Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55408.
M ike B arnhill m arried Peggy McKee
’84 on Jan. 20,1990, in St. Petersburg, FL. Dawn
Larsen ’85 and John Boudreau ’87 attended the
wedding. After a cam ping trip in South Dakota
and M ontana this summer, the Barnhills moved
from Pittsburgh to Ithaca, NY, w here Mike is in
his first year of law school at Cornell. Peggy is
working on cam pus and is contem plating return
ing to school. Mike said they would love to hear
from anyone, so drop them a line at 190 Pleasant
Grove Rd., Apt. F-4, Ithaca, NY 14850.
On Aug. 4, 1990, Margo Scruggs m arried
David Seam an on Bell’s Island in Nova Scotia.
Jane Shipm an was maid of honor, and brides
m aids were Carolyn B ud inger Seam an and
Sara Lake. Best m an was John Seam an '84,
David Scruggs ’90 was an usher, Laura Janson
’85 read a poem, and David’s father, Robert Sea
man ’57, was the minister. Also in attendance
but not in the w edding photo was Cynthia
Porter. See the photo caption for other Wooster
grads in attendance, and write to the Seam ans at
213 Seventh St. #2, Hoboken, NJ 07030.

41

CLASS
Caroline D elafield reported having a
great tim e sailing, swimming, dancing, and
soaking up the Nova Scotia experience at
M argo’s wedding. Caroline is still teaching sec
ond grade at T he Hewitt School (NY) and is now
working on h e r M.A. in adm inistration and
development as a Klingstein Fellow at Teachers
College, Columbia U.
D ou g W hite is in his third year at Case
W estern Reserve U medical school. He recently
finished a one-year pathology fellowship, where
he worked on autopsy service with Vince Frazzini ’87! Doug is engaged to m arry M elissa Erb,
an ’87 Kenyon graduate, on June 8,1991. His
best m an will be P aul Holter, who works in
Berea as a chem ist for Glidden Industries.
Doug said he received a postcard from
R o sco e P ossid en te, who was on a
business/pleasure trip in Cyprus with Pax
World Foundation. Roscoe also went to
Nicaragua as an election m onitor last year. Doug
would like to h ear from Scott P ieph o, Pete
Constantine ’85, John Fanselow ’87, and anyone
interested in the “McFayson wedding bash.” You
can reach Doug at 2463 Overlook #6, Cleveland
Heights, OH 44106.
M ark M cClurg wrote that he is working
hard at his psychiatry residency in Philadelphia.
His interests are in child psychiatry, crisis inter
vention, and public m ental health. Write to M ark
at 308 South 13th St., #1, Philadelphia,
PA 19107.
From Chicago, Jay Overbye reported
that he works as a district sales m anager for PC
M agazine, covering the Midwest and Canada.
He has been in Chicago for over a year and

Some o f the Woosterfriends who gathered for the wed
ding o f Andrew Baird ’84 and Whitney Young, in
Greensboro, NC. Am ong the groomsmen were Chuck
Brady ’88, Jay Farrow 79 , and Paul Fleming ’87.
Tom Shearer ’86 and Paul Baird ’8 6 were best men.
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couldn’t be happier. Jay sees P ete D ancy fre
quently and lives around the corner from
H eather Duncan ’88.
Jay also wrote that D u ncan Graham is
happily m arried and works as an account execu
tive for a large direct m arketing company in
Philadelphia. D oug G rosel is a sales executive
for Grosel Industrial Sales.
C huck Ryan, who received his Ph.D. in
oral biology and pathology from SUNY at Stony
Brook in Aug., 1990, is a first year law student at
W estern New England College, MA. He and his
wife, Maria, live in Farm ington, CT
A ngela Marker, who lives at 106 Graham
St. S.E., Port Charlotte, FL 33952, is enjoying
the Florida sunshine. She is vice president of
Developers of Port Charlotte, Inc. Angela would
like to h ear from A nne Statton.
A n nem arie Vitale, who lives in Cleve
land Heights, is registrar at the Cleveland M use
um of Art. She received h e r M.A. in art history
from the U of Cincinnati in 1988.
From Hingham, MA, Carol Martin
writes that she is a social worker for the State
D epartm ent of Social Services. She is planning
on working toward h e r M.S.W. and combining
h e r counseling skills with h e r O utdoor Adven
ture and coaching background. Carol is doing a
lot of biking and skiing.
Jeroen Touwen, who was a one-year for
eign exchange student from the N etherlands at
W ooster in 1982-83, currently lives in New Jersey
and would like to get in touch with W ooster
friends. He works at the Medieval and Early
M odern Data Bank at Rutgers U. Write to him at
254 Juliet St., New Brunswick, NJ 08901.

T hanks to everyone who wrote this time.
Keep up the good work!
Secretary: Patty Skidm ore, 3 7 0 9 N. H igh St.,
Apt. B , Columbus, O H 43214.

19 8 5
T he new administration is off to a slow
start, as the inflow of correspondence has been
minimal. T herefore, to stimulate som e interest
and make the process a little m ore fun, I am
going to issue a challenge. W herever you are or
wherever you may roam, send m e the wildest,
wackiest, or m ost obnoxious post card you can
find. We will have a contest, and the w inner will
receive som ething W oosterish to be determ ined.
So send post cards! And now, back to the news.
Ann Junkin and Gordon H eingartner ’84
were m arried on May 19, 1990, in Wooster. For
more details see ’84 column.
Marc and Elizabeth Garber M iller have
moved to Champaign, IE, hom e of the Fighting
Illini. In addition to a new hom e and exciting
new jobs, Marc and Liz are the proud parents of
a golden retriever called Pooter. Marc is opera
tions director for Pyramid Art Supply, and Liz is
a sales coordinator for Com puter Teaching Cor
poration. T he Millers can be reached at 1405
Glenshire Dr., Champaign, IL 61821-7701.
D iane W eisz w rites from windy Grinnell
College, w here she is loving h e r work as a
career counselor and hall director. You can write
to Diane at Box S I, Grinnell College, Grinnell,
IA 50112.
Jam ie H ask in s has landed a major sup
porting role in the upcom ing production of
Rocky V But seriously, Jam ie is reflecting on his
fifth year as a resident of New York City and
wondering what happened to his youthful vision
of becom ing a high school band and chorus
teacher and directing high school musicals.
Jam ie has accepted a role with Riverside Shake
speare in New York City and is thinking about
going to graduate school. Visit Jam ie at his new
digs: 516 East 81st St., #7, New York, NY 10028.
Sarah S im m on s writes from Australia,
w here she is a visiting scholar. She is currently
living in Perth and enjoying the beach, while
writing and studying, of course. Sarah reports
that the Aussies are a very friendly bunch and
are quite Americanized, right down to 7-Eleven,
McDonald’s, and S ta r Trek. However, they are
m uch less formal than us Yanks. W here is Sara
Lake ’86? asks Sarah. If you are out there, Sara,
take note. Sarah welcomes visitors and mail at:
Sorento Beach Resort, 1 Padbury Circle, Sorento, WA 6020, Australia.
Last Jan., D avid B errien and his wife,
Diana, moved into a “fixer-upper” town house in
W ashington, DC, and are m aking it liveable. In
Sept., the B erriens enjoyed a vacation in Key
West, FL, with P eter and A llison Parker Van
H artesveldt and D an M cGuire, all of whom
have recovered from sunburns in their respec
tive cities.
C hester A ndrew s has settled into his
new job as m anager of the com puter store at
Oberlin College. Write to him at 111 E. Lorain
St., #20-C, Oberlin, OH 44074.
Greg G uelcher and his wife, Yumiko,
announce the birth of their first child, Alyssa
M utsum i Guelcher, on Jan. 25,1990. One of
Alyssa’s first visitors in the hospital was

The wedding o f Marilyn High ’81 and Miguel Valen
cia ’83. (starting with the deer on the left, back to
front) Jim Bean ’42, Jonathan Gillies 79, M ark High
’76, John Bean ’81, Sally Bean, James Black 79,

Nina Gordon ’81, Courtney Retzler ’80, Margarita
Valencia ’81, Debbie Tylor Valencia ’82, Kelvin Kostohryz 78, Kitty Valencia, Pablo Valencia, Pablo
Valencia, Jr. ’83, Marilyn High Valencia ’81, Miguel
Valencia 83, Doug lam s 84, Diane Scheutzow Ross

Jonathan H uener, Greg’s fellow grad student
at the U of Illinois. “Somehow,” Greg says,
“between diaper changes, I managed to com 
plete the requirem ents for my M.A. in history,
and am now working on my Ph.D. Alyssa is
making h e r own invaluable contribution to
scholarship, as a frequent test subject in the uni
versity’s infant cognition lab.”
Your secretary is alive and well and living
in “Cleveburg,” w here the Browns are lousy and
ABC-TV is persona non grata. Send those post
cards! Aloha.

80, Chuck Ross 79, Stacy Roberts 80, M ark McKimmie 81, Bob Kent 80, Deri Jones 82 , Elaine Parras
Kent 80, June Reynolds High ’49, Leslie Davis Hiner
80, Beth Sandore 80.

Lori B irkenberger has received her
Ph.D. and is w orking at the National Institute of
Health in Bethesda, MD. She is keeping h er
hom e in Cincinnati, w here h e r husband, Mike
Story, continues his career. Write to h e r at 3528
Saybrook Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45208.
On Sept. 15,1990, Andy Baird m arried
W hitney Young in Greensboro, NC. Andy, who
received his M.A. from the Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies, is
employed by Chem onics International. W hitney
serves as a foreign service officer with the U.S.
D epartm ent of State. T he Bairds reside at 2931
South Colum bus St., Apt. B-l, Arlington, \A
22206.
Ann Junkin ’85 and G ordon Heingartner were m arried on May 19,1990, in Wooster.
Alumni who attended the wedding were: John
A dam s, Dave and Cheryl Trautm ann Boop ’85s,
Susan Codings ’86, D avid and Vanessa
H illiard G enger, M aria Guiao ’85, Tom Junkin
’87, Julie Kandel ’86, Mimi Krowitz ’87, M ichelle
Pensyl ’85, D ave Ulfelder, Steve and Midge
(Olivet ’86) Webster. Gordon and Ann would
welcome correspondence and visitors at 1750
Stokes St., #133, San Jose, CA 95126.
Your secretary’s wedding to Steve Dial, on
Sept. 9,1990, was great, especially because the
cerem ony was perform ed by h e r father. T he new
last nam e is Dial!

Secretary: Lawrence Allen, 1 1720 E dgewater
Dr., A pt. 1007, Lakewood, O H 44107.

19 8 4
Craig E isen feld er and his wife, Melinda,
announce the birth of their daughter, Kerri Ann,
born in June. Craig writes that they are enjoying
the country air of the Adirondacks. Drop the
Eisenfelders a line at P.O. Box 16, Northville,
NY 12134.
M erritt H olland is enjoying h e r job as
executive director of the Pittsburgh Com munity
Television Corporation. During the summer, she
saw Lydia Strohl often. Lydia, who lives in
Chautauqua, NY, is freelancing for Pittsburgh

Magazine.

Secretary: Janet S ch ellh a se Dial, 6 9 2 8
Sharkon L ane, Stockton, CA 95210.

The wedding o f Peggy McKee 8 4 and Mike
Barnhill 86.
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T he wild has called! writes Libby Black.
“I’m off to Boulder, CO, to explore and live for a
year. You can contact Libby by writing to her
m other: c /o Davis, 627 Hawthorne Lane, M ans
field, OH 44907.
From New Britain, CL Joanne
Steinkam p Yeterian w rites that she m arried
Robert Yeterian in Mt. Kisco, NY, on Dec. 30,
1989. Bob is a graduate of Rochester Institute of
Technology. Joanne is an attorney.
On Sept. 29, 1990, Jean n e R ogosch m ar
ried Bob Sciba. T he couple now live at 21324
Birchwood, Farm ington, MI 48336.
Congratulations to Mary Neagoy, who
has b een nam ed director of business public rela
tions for the National Basketball Association
(NBA). H er first assignm ent will be the launch
of “NBAs Inside Stuff,” the Saturday magazine
program on NBC, produced by NBA Entertain
m ent. Previously, M ary was press m anager for
NBC News’ ‘Today” show.
A n ne A rchibald has relocated from Ohio
to M aine to work as a generalist for Spurwink
School. Am ong other duties, she is helping
write a grant for a therapeutic outdoor ropes
course for the school. Anne would like to hear
from friends. Write to h e r at 17 Freem an St.,
Portland, M E 04103.
I (Jennie) and B ill Levisay are in the
process of moving to Atlanta, GA, where Bill has
accepted the position of m arketing m anager
with Coca Cola.
Secretaries: Lisabeth Beatty, 1178 Foxhound
Ct., M cL ean, VA 22 1 0 1 ; Jennifer Saliers, 3 1 0
N. D eca tu r L n ., Decatur, GA 30033.

N OTES

19 8 2
From Falls Church, VA, Lisa Trimble
H ough writes that all is fine with the Hough
family. Lisa and Jeff ’80 have two children: Ben
(4L) and M eg (IV). They are pleased that son
Ben attends a cooperative preschool w here the
parents participate in the program. D uring the
fall, the H oughs visited with Bill and Cindy
Leber W eidner ’80s. A good tim e was had by all.
Lisa also keeps in touch with Bebe Crawford
Feim ster ’81.
Laura W initsky H unter is working as an
actress for T he Living History Center, an educa
tional touring company that recreates historical
settings throughout California. T he company
also gives two Renaissance fairs and a Dickens
fair each year. If you would like an itinerary for
the company, contact Laura at 11633 Gorham
Ave., #5, Los Angeles, CA 90049. “O ther than
being a 32-year old hippie, I haven’t changed
since Woo. Would love to hear from friends.”
Ray M urphy writes from Bellevue, WA,
that he is engaged to Emily Jacobs, and they
plan to m arry in June, 1991.
At the new perform ing arts education cen
ter in Marion, E lsie Norton instructs the vocal
program. Previously, Elsie taught vocal m usic
for the M arion City and Dalton Local schools.
She has also served as choir director for church
es in Orrville and Massillon.
Richard B ow ers and Miriam Rader ’83
were m arried on Nov. 22,1990, and are living in
Minneapolis, MN.
N an cy Jo M cM illan M yers has been
working for Eddie Bauer, Inc., for the last six
years. In h e r m ost recent position, Nancy Jo is

Participants in the Second A nnual Phi Delta Sigma
Golf Outing on Sat., July 28,1990. The Third Annual
Outing will be held on July 27,1991, and will feature
a four-man scramble. All Delts, young and old, should
contact one o f the following alum ni for information
about a tremendous weekend: Stu Sheard 78, 216933-7743; Craig Karpinski 7 7 , 216-933-4222; Dr.
William Steiner 73, 216-283-5523; Jack Weisensell
'81,216-928-8290; Dave Pancoast '64, 216-871-4113.

involved in developing training m aterials for the
company’s retail stores. She and h e r husband,
Terry, live in Missouri. Nancy Jo would love to
hear from h e r friends. Address: 13116 Royal
Pines Dr., St. Louis, MO 63146.
Secretaries: Barb Brown, 2 4 0 9 F rem o n t Ave. S.,
A pt. 9, M inneapolis, M N 55405; M orris R obin
son, 1206 H arrison Ave., Columbus, O H 43201.

19 8 1
JSUlOth Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
In Oct., Ju lie LaFrance F unk becam e
director of physician services at a comm unity
hospital in Sylvania. She would like to h ear from
Marty Patterson M anning and Jane
Kasserm an ’80.
Jennifer Longsworth has moved to the
W ashington, DC, area, w here she is the office
m anager of the National Dem ocratic Institute, a
non-profit organization that helps democratic
countries to set up election systems. She would
like to hear from friends at 5202 Carlton St.,
Bethesda, MD 20816.
On Sept. 1, 1990, M arilyn H igh m arried
M iguel Valencia ’82, and they now reside at
17213 Oxford, Cleveland, OH 44111. Marilyn is
a budget analyst with the city of Cleveland, and
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Miguel works at P ucher’s, a hom e decorating
store in N. Royalton. (See photo.)
LuAnn M cC lem an Duffius writes that
she has a great new job, but the com m ute from
her hom e in A thens to work is 73 m iles each
way! At AT&T’s Bell Laboratories, she is a m em 
ber of the technical staff that verifies software
used in the switching systems. She and h e r hus
band, Keith, who is attending Ohio U, like living
in A thens and have decided to remain there for a
while.
T hanks to David Gillis ’80 for the follow
ing news. John Carwile and his wife, Karin
Hauschild ’84, are doing great on their second
foreign service tour in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
T heir first two-year tour was in Lima, Peru. They
would love to hear from W ooster friends. Write
to them c /o D epartm ent of State, (Kuala
Lumpur), Washington, DC 20521-4210.
In early Dec., P atrice Lockhart Jen k s
spent a week-long residency at Wooster. During
that time, Patrice m et with students in cham ber
music, gave dem onstrations to area elem entary
school children, perform ed with T he W ooster
Chorus, and presented a solo harp recital in
Gault Recital Hall. Patrice and h e r husband,
William, live in Omaha, NE.
Secretaries: N an Fausnaugh-Johnson, 15671
Countryside Dr., M enom onee Falls, W I 53051;
Barbara Shelli, 9 0 0 P a lm er R d., #9H ,
B ronxville, N Y 10708.
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D onald A ustin received his M.A. in 1986
and is now an assistant professor of art at Coker
College in South Carolina. He is also the presi
dent of a graphic design/advertising agency,
which he formed with a partner and two
associates.
Karl W illers, D avid Gilfix, Jim Luce ’82,
and I (Leslie) enjoyed a mini-reunion at Jim ’s
place last August in New York City. Currently,
Karl is working as the branch director of the
W hitney M useum of Am erican Art at Federal
Reserve Plaza. David is pursuing an M.B.A. and
still successfully play-writing and guitar- playing.
Jim is steeped in the workings of Fundam ental
ists Anonym ous and all its various satellite pro
jects. My latest project is an art exhibition of
upstate New York artists whose work addresses
environm ental issues. T he show will open at the
H erbert F. Johnson M useum of Art at Cornell U
this winter and travel to other m useum s
throughout New York.
T he Reverend Charlotte Som m ers is
now an associate pastor at First Presbyterian
Church in Greenwich, CF
Amy H avener S p en cer recently
received h e r M.A. in educational studies from
Ohio State U. She and h e r husband, Alan, live in
Worthington with their two children, Rachel (3)
and Anna (1). Amy teaches English to wives and
children of Honda employees.
A ndrea J u n e ’s work in wildlife research
m anagem ent has taken h e r on som e adventures.
She has done field work on the Florida panther
and Am erican crocodile, both endangered
species. Andrea is now living in Empire, MI.
B rooks K eys is a self-employed compu
ter consultant. He writes that he is trying to save
enough money to get out of Houston, TX!

NOTES

The Road to Cairo
by Herb Williamson ’78
My experiences as an undergraduate at
the Goethe Institute in Germany and at Edin
burgh University in Scotland sparked my inter
est in working abroad. After graduating from
Wooster, I spent almost two years with the
Peace Corps in West Africa, working as an Agri
cultural Extension Agent in Afiadenyigba,
Ghana, a village of 400 people 60 miles outside
of the capital, Accra. This was a time of intense
learning. The Ghanaians showed me a side of
life I had not known. I very much enjoyed the
people and their customs but was faced with
tremendous difficulties: acute food shortages,
drought, severe economic problems, and per
petual political instability. After twenty-one
months of service and four coup attempts by
rebel forces, the other Peace Corps volunteers
and I left the country for security reasons on
the orders of the U.S. ambassador.
Fortunately, prior to my hasty departure
from Ghana, the University of Illinois had
accepted me for its master’s program in labor
and industrial relations, a field I had become
interested in while working my way through
Wooster as a night warehouseman in a union
shop. As a graduate student, I had an assistantship in the Office of International Programs
and Studies, coordinating an international man
agement training program and organizing the
campus visits of U.S. State Department spon
sored visitors from all over the world. It was a
great job and a perfect transition from life in
Ghana to life in the United States.
After Illinois, I worked first as a recruiter
for IBM in Minnesota and then as an industrial
relations specialist and a human resources gen
eralist for the Pacific Gas & Electric Company
(PG&E) in California. But I missed the interna
tional scene.
I had stayed in touch with my former
boss at Illinois who had subsequently become
the dean of continuing education at the Ameri

can University in Cairo (AUC). He invited me
to join him in Cairo as the associate director of
AUC’s consulting, instruction and training divi
sion. I gladly accepted the opportunity. In this
position, I consult with multinational corpora
tions operating in the Middle East on training
and and human resources management mat
ters. Hence, I can use both my professional and
my international experience. I am learning a
great deal about international business. My
work brings me in contact with people from pri
vate business, international development orga
nizations, and the Egyptian ministries. I am a
member of the human resources committee of
the American Chamber of Commerce in Egypt
and am currently working on a training needs
assessment survey for Egyptian private sector
industry. Moreover, I am currently gathering
information on international crisis manage
ment and contingency planning and the human
resources problems faced by international com
panies operating in the Middle East during
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. I will present the
results at the National Conference of the
Society of Human Resources Management in
Cincinnati next June.
My wife, Maya, is an assistant professor
of comparative literature at AUC.
Despite the many problems plaguing the
Middle East, Maya and I are enjoying our stay
here. Egyptians are delightful; they usually go
out of their way to make foreigners feel wel
come. Cairo is a very cosmopolitan city. We live
downtown, only five minutes from the Egyptian
Museum. Living here affords us the opportuni
ty to get to know the Middle East first hand. We
have barely scratched the surface and yet have
learned so much.
Eventually, I want to return to private
business and work in international human
resources management. In the meantime,
Maya and I are savoring the many wonderful
things Egypt has to offer.
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Your secretary (David) and his wife,
Karen Wilson ’81, have seen a lot of alum s
recently. John R osen bluth visited us in Balti
m ore for a couple of days, followed by visits from
C ourtney Retzler and John Bean ’81. T he latter
were lured away from the Big City. We also m et
recently with Jeff Marzilli who continues his
frequent flights to Ethiopia.
Adam G rossberg is doing great in the
city with all the sights — Hartford, CT — w here
he teaches econom ics at Trinity College. We
also recently visited with him and his wife, Amy,
and their two beautiful children, Daniel and
Sarah.
After finishing his residency in obstetrics
and gynecology at N orthw estern U, in June,
1990, W illiam Todia began his private practice
at M etro Health M ed Center in Cleveland. He is
also an assistant professor of o b /g y n at Case
W estern Reserve U. He and his wife, Ellen Zopff,
whom he m arried in Nov., 1989, have bought a
hom e in Lakewood.
L eslie D avis H iner, vice president and
general councel of H iner Van and Storage in
Kokomo, IN, has been selected for the 1991 edi
tion of W ho’s Who o f A m erica n Women. She is
also a new m em ber of the Howard County, IN,
C ham ber of Com m erce board of directors. She
and h e r husband, Christopher, are the proud
parents of their second child, Travis Davis Hiner,
bom M arch 3, 1990.
As a m em ber of the surgical team that
recently perform ed a novel and risky brain oper
ation, D ale Swift has gained national promi
nence in the field of neurosurgery. According to
The N ew York Tim es article on Nov. 13, the com
plex surgical procedure “pushed at the frontiers
of brain surgery as well as at the limits of the
hum an body’s tolerance.” T he patient’s body
tem perature was cooled to near-death and the
blood circulation was stopped while the sur
geons removed an aneurysm . Dale is a surgeon
at Columbia Presbyterian Medical C enter in
New York City, w here the operation was
performed.
Sallie and P at Sw eeney announce the
birth of their second child, Robert M ichael, on
Sept. 25,1990. T he Sweeneys would welcome
visitors at 3660 Fenley Rd„ Cleveland, OH
44121.
Don’t forget to write to your secretaries to
let us know about your families and careers.
Secretaries: Jenny Watson, 1 2805 S haker B lvd.,
#610, Cleveland, O H 44120; L eslie Schwartz,
1 9 0 P leasant Grove R d., #J3, Ithaca, N Y 14850;
Dave G illiss, 1 0 0 B randon R d., B altim ore, M D

21212.
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A naval officer, Jennifer R eed J o n e s is
serving as operations officer on the USS F lin t in
the N orth Arabian Sea. For Jennifer, the high
light of 1990 was h e r m arriage to M ark Jones,
also a naval officer. W oosterites attending the
wedding were B ill B radshaw and his wife,
Kelly, and Cindy M ache 78.
After taking a year off work to build hous
es as an independent contractor, Jam es Mur
phy has returned to the hospitality business. He
is director of catering at the Holiday Inn Min
neapolis West. Recently, he purchased an 80acre hobby farm for future business plans.
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K en K olich is a police m anagem ent spe
cialist for the New Jersey Division of Criminal
Justice. Ken, who served previously as a police
officer in Verona, NJ, for over seven years,
received his M.A. in education from Seton Hall
U. He and his wife, Donna, have three sons:
Donald (5), Kyle (3), and Jesse Michael, born
April 13,1990.
On June 3, 1990, Tom and Elizabeth
B arker Brandt welcomed the birth of twins.
“Carolyn M azee Amy and Christian William
were long-awaited and are m uch loved. We’re
enjoying every m inute of parenthood!”
Mary B eid ler is a visiting assistant pro
fessor of theater appreciation at Miami U and an
adjunct instructor of theater history at the U of
Cincinnati. Mary, who received h e r M.A. from
Ohio State U and M.F.A. from the U of Cincin
n a ti/ College Conservatory of Music, was a guest
artist at Miami U’s sum m er theater last year.
She would like to hear from classm ates, espe
cially those in the Cincinnati area.
Secretaries: P at Stocker, 6 1 5 C om m ercial Ave.
#SW, N ew P hiladelphia, O H 44663; Lisa Carter
Sherrock, 3 5 0 0 Colonial Dr., Springfield, O H
45504.
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D e n n is Ray teaches high school m athe
m atics and com puter science for the Chillicothe
Public Schools. He also officiates at high school
football and baseball games.
W hile in Denver, CO, recently, Lou
Valentic had dinner with Steve M onaco at his
hom e. Steve is now director of the student
health center at Metropolitan State College of
Denver. Lou and Steve m ade a conference call to
Tom Grippa in Cincinnati, and the three class
m ates talked about old tim es at W ooster and
recent events in th eir lives. Lou and his wife,
E vonne (H owell), live in Fort Wayne, IN,
w here Lou is vice president-sports division of
K & K Insurance Group Incorporated.
David K oppenhaver has been nam ed
the associate director of the newly established
Carolina Literacy Center in Chapel Hill, NC. He
and his wife, Janice, live in Durham .
John Gill, who works for the Bank of
New York-Tokyo Branch, was prom oted to vice
president in April, 1990. He and his wife,
M iharu, have been living in Tokyo for the last
two years.
Jon M arks teaches several history and
governm ent courses at Berkshire Community
College in Pittsfield, MA. He is also conducting
a research project for the local United Way.
‘T h in k of it as an IS with six million dollars,”
says Jon. In his spare time, Jon sails off Cape
Cod and, believe it or not, has taken up the bag
pipes. His wife, Jenny Chandler ’83, is dean of
students at M iss Hall’s School in Pittsfield. T he
couple do not have any children, but they do live
with Ruby, the wonder dog, a liver-spotted
Dalmatian.
Secretaries: Wilford Stone, c/o Lynch, Dallas,
S m ith & H a rm a n , P.O. Box 2 4 5 7 , 5 2 6 Second
Ave. S.E ., Cedar R apids, IA 52406; Cathy
M cDow ell M acLean, 4581 B entley Place,
D uluth, GA 30136.
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D ale O sterm an is executive director of
the H enderson County (KY) YMCA. He is also
working on his M.B.A. at the U of Evansville,
IN, and serves as a m em ber of the board of
directors of the Rotary club and an elder in the
Presbyterian church. Dale, who enjoys “the
Southern life of hunting, fishing, and boating,”
does som e farm work on the side. He and his
wife, Vicki, have two children: Katy (5) and Nick
(4). Write to the O sterm ans at 918 Frontier Dr.,
Henderson, KY 42420.
Daniel Patrick was born to Ernie and Sue
(M urphy 78) F isch er on Aug. 22, 1989, joining
sister, Lindsey (9), and brother, Lee (7). Ernie
says: “Although our kids now outnum ber us
three to two, we don’t plan necessarily to operate
our family on a democratic basis.”
Brian H eater moved to Hanau, West Ger
many, in Aug., 1989, w here he teaches band at
the Hanau American High School, a D epart
m ent of Defense D ependents’ School. He and
his wife, M aueve (K inch), have been doing a
lot of traveling, including three trips to Paris to
visit Brian’s brother, M ark 74.
M arysue W ilcox m arried Gregory Huckabee on Sept. 15,1990, in Boulder, CO. M arysue
is the owner of MSW Bookkeeping Service.
Best w ishes to the H uckabees.
Tim P rice says “hello” to all his Sixth
Section and W ooster friends. Tim and his wife,
Doreen, have been living in the Canton area for
11 years. They have a daughter, Erin (7), and a
son, Brandon (4). Tim, who has worked for
Republic Engineered Steels, Inc., for 12 years, is
presently supervisor of metallurgical investiga
tions. T he Prices would welcome visitors or
phone calls.
P h yllis Sm ith S im m on s wrote that
H erb accepted a position as packaging engineer
with Scott Paper, Inc., in Chester, PA, in March.
At the tim e she wrote, Phyllis was looking for a
college administrative or faculty position. She
and the boys, Remington (6) and Elliot (2),
joined Herb in C hester in June. Write to the
Sim m onses at 603 W. Rosedale Ave., West
Chester, IA 19382.
I (Susan) changed my position as nation
al education m arketing m anager for Unisys to a
direct sales position in the industrial and com
mercial division in June. T hank you to all the
W ooster friends who called me, checking on the
welfare of my parents, after the tornado passed
through Joliet in August.
Lorraine B aum gardner w rites that she
is practicing law. She and h e r husband, Bill
Gagliano, have two daughters, M argeaux (7) and
Cara (2). Lorraine reports that W endelynne
Newton is a partner in the Pittsburgh, IA, law
firm of Buchanan Ingersoll. She and h e r hus
band, Robert Metcalfe, have one daughter,
Maire.
A musician, B on n ie Savage teaches vio
lin, using the Suzuki m ethod, and voice. She
also perform s in churches, schools, and nursing
hom es, and is working on a degree in violin at
Kent State U.
Dave and Anita W illsie Kerr proudly
announce the birth of their second child,
Catharine Vida, born July 11, 1990, joining sis
ter, Jeannette.
As secretary for his band of college
friends, Jam es “J.C .” R eed w rites that while
on a business trip in Houston, TX, in July, he vis-
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ited Adele and Mark Reim an and their two sons,
Tyler and Trent. They had a great time catching
up with each other’s lives and careers and won
der how the rest of their group is doing. J.C.
would like to hear from others in the gang: Ron,
Rob, John, Matt, Gerry, Chris, and Ken. Write to
him at 846 N. 24th St., Philadelphia, PA 19130.
Secretaries: S u san Lundal, 2 4 8 5 5 Woodridge
Dr., A pt. 69306, F a rm ington H ills, M I 48331;
Carole Lehm an Valliere, 10 R a d cliff R d., B ev
erly, M A 01915; A lic e Taylor Shupe, 1803
M anchester, Ypsilanti, M I 48198.
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field, CT He and his wife, Karen, and their two
children live in Brookfield.
After working as a town planner for six
years in the Sultanate of Oman and spending
one year dealing with cultural shock in upstate
New York, B ob M acLeod is now settled happily
in W ashington, DC. Currently, he works for the
U.S. Agency for International Development as
an environm ental officer. In this position, he
does do som e traveling to developing countries.
He would like to hear from friends, particularly
the Bechtel and International houses’ crowd.
Write to him at 408 Independence Ave. S.W., Apt.
302, Washington, DC 20003.
Secretary: Bill Irvine, 1 1545 Olde Tiverton Cir
cle, #201, Reston, VA 22094.
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2 0 15th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni W eekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
From Portland, OR, Margaret Kirk
patrick writes that she is an attorney with Stoel
Rives Boley Jones & Grey. She and h e r hus
band, Isaac Regenstreif, are the proud parents of
their first child, Emily Ann, born in June.
O ther new parents are Russell and D iane
York Linderman, whose son, Barton, was born
Sept. 15,1990. Diane is now a systems analyst for
Com puter Science Corporation in Raleigh, NC.
In h e r work as an associate director with
the Petroleum Association of Wyoming, Wendy
F rueauf is concentrating alm ost entirely on
environmental laws and regulations affecting the
oil and gas industry. Wendy hopes to attend our
15th reunion in June.
At the Second Annual Phi Delta Sigma
Golf Outing in July, 1990, R ick K oeth and Jim
B r essi were best in the field of 59 Delts. T heir
best ball total of 72 enabled them to wear the
highly coveted red jackets as reigning cham pi
ons. Mike Pellegrino ’84 and Pete A nderson ’86
won bowling balls for their best ball total of 248!
See the photo for information about the third
annual outing in 1991.

Here’s a bit of old news: Colvin B ear
teaches junior high and m iddle school and is
also an adjunct instructor of horn at W ittenberg
U. After graduation, Colvin earned his M.A.
from Bowling Green. He is active in the
M echanicsburg United M ethodist C hurch and
perform s with the Springfield Symphony
Orchestra. For the last three years, he has given
solo recitals at W ittenberg.
D ianna M cCartney M oss m arried Bill
M oss on Sept. 29,1990. W ooster friends who
attended their wedding included Mary E llen
R eed and Kathy Cochran, of San Leandro, CA,
and E llen New ton N ash, of M arblehead, MA.
Both Dianna and Ellen attended Duke U, w here
they earned their nursing degrees. T he M osses
live in San Diego, CA.
Recently, while m oonlighting at a second
job (which involves the rapid conveyance of cir
cular dough-based, sauce-covered food item s),
your secretary ran into form er classm ate and
current chess grand m aster Dr. Karen Rylander-Davis, who was on a promotional tour with
the Am erican Federation of C hess Grand M as
ters and apparently got hungry.
Secretary: Eric Filios, 2 1 1 7 Chesterfield Ave.,
Charlotte, N C 28205.
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Secretary: Mary Robertson, 3 3 Wellesley, Pleas
a n t Ridge, M I 48069.
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Please write.

Congratulations to John Van Wagoner,
who has been chosen as one of 11 speakers for
the 1990-91 distinguished lecture program of the
Am erican Association of Petroleum Geologists.
John is a research geologist with Exxon
Research Laboratories in Houston, TX.

Secretary: A ndrea Steenburg, 1 2 1 1 6 Green
spring Ave., Owings M ills, M D 21117.
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An associate professor of entomology
with the U of M assachusetts, Patricia Vittum
was transferred to the main cam pus in A m herst
in July. She enjoys living in th e m ore rural part
of the state and has bought a hom e in Sunder
land, near Amherst. H er avocation, officiating
field hockey and lacrosse, primarily Division I,
keeps h e r busy and in shape.
Royal Garren recently becam e the m in
ister of Valley Presbyterian Church in Brook-

D elen e P erley is an assistant professor
of m athem atics and com puter science at Walsh
College in N orth Canton. Previously, she had
taught at the Ohio State U Agricultural Technical
Institute, at the College in 1977-78 and 1987-89,
and at Wayne General and Technical College,
the U of Akron.
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=ffl20th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
How m any of us can say that we don’t look
appreciably different since 1971? D oug A sbury
m ust be one of the very few who can m ake that
claim. W hy isn’t h e fatter, grayer a n d /o r balder
like m ost of us? He and Jody A lexander Long
m ust have som e secret for perpetual youth. After
his ordination as a m inister last year, Doug was
appointed to Christ the Redeem er United
M ethodist Church in Naperville, IL.
D uring the past year, Doug has seen
W inifred “W endy” Brown, Chris Dillon ’74,
and K eith Morgan. Wendy was the soprano
soloist in the Elgin Sym phony (IL) perform ance
of Verdi’s R equiem . Doug says: “She was great!”
At a M ethodist pastors’ m eeting in Pittsburgh,
Doug saw Chris, who also attended the meeting.
Keith is an associate professor of architecture
and art history at Boston U. He and a colleague
are the co-authors of Boston A rchitecture 19751990, which was published recently by Prestel
Art Books. Doug m et K eith and his family while
they were vacationing on the coast of Rhode
Island.
K ristina Frank Steffer and h e r husband,
Tony, have a growing distribution business
which they hope will soon becom e a national
business. In addition, Tina has been employed
as director of hum an resources and safety for a
large aerospace firm for the last nine years, and
Tony has been the program m anager for a civil
engineering firm. Tina has a 14-year-old daugh
ter and a stepdaughter. T he Steffers, who live in
Jupiter, FL, have a spare room for visitors
because, Tina says, “Everyone com es to the
southeast coast of Florida eventually.”
In h e r note, Tina expressed som e
thoughts that m any of us have had over the
years, especially regret for losing touch with so
m any W ooster friends. Let’s all start planning
our vacation tim e now, so that we can be in
W ooster in June to m ake our 20th reunion the
best ever!
In June, 1990, B ruce and Joan B en so n
B acon moved to M issouri, w here Bruce is
director, division of gastroenterology and hepa
tology, and a professor of internal m edicine at St.
Louis University School of Medicine. Joan plans
to resum e h e r career in social work later this
year. T heir children, Jeffrey and Laurie, are
enjoying their new neighborhood and school.
Write to the Bacons at 43 Arundel PL, Clayton,
MO 63105.
B ru ce M uck, who received his Ph.D. in
philosophy from the U of W isconsin in Dec.,
1989, is a senior reference librarian in the law

Delene Perley
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library at Southern M ethodist U and is also an
adjunct faculty m em ber in the philosophy
departm ent.
Secretary: Wendy Sm ith D illingham , 5 4 0 E lm 
wood, D earborn, M I 48124.
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S u san Burkhalter, h e r husband, Curtis
Shively, and children, Rachel and Stuart, attend
ed our 20th reunion but were disappointed to
have m issed the class picture, so they sent us

Stephen B on e sent an impressive folder
of information on T he Waterfront, a $600 million,
50-acre mixed use developm ent in Huntington
Beach, CA. As executive director of T he Robert
Mayer Corporation and president of T he Water
front, Inc., Stephen is responsible for all phases
of the development of this project which will ulti
mately encom pass four luxury hotels, a tennis
and health spa, shopping plaza, and residential
area. He is also president of the City of Huntington Beach Conference and Visitors Bureau and
officer and director of the H untington Beach
Cham ber of Commerce. Steve and his wife, Pat
(Ingram), live in El Toro, CA, with their three
children.
Secretary: Judy Sim kin s H aines, 3 0 0 B erk
shire Dr., Rochester, N Y 14626.
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Ann R obertson Orwin is a full-time
teacher of hum anities at M onroe County Com
munity College in M ichigan. She and S u sie
M oreland Cameron, who works nearby, often
have lunch together. Ann would like to get in
touch with Patty R ichards Arm strong. A nns
address: 266 Ready Rd., Carleton, MI 48117.
Carl A ngell is a physical education teach
er at D ade County Public School in Florida. He
would enjoy hearing from friends. Address:
18965 Atlantic Blvd., N orth Miami Beach, FL
33160.

The Davis fam ily portrait taken at Englesby House,
the presidents official residence, on the day o f inaugu
ration. (seated) M att, Merrily Siepert Davis ’65.
(standing) Drew, George, wearing the silver medal
which is symbolic o f the University o f Vermont presi
dency, M ike ’91.

A Transforming Agent
George H. Davis ’64 was inaugurated
president of the University of Vermont on Octo
ber 26,1990. There was a passage in his inau
gural address that we thought readers of this
magazine might enjoy.
“I am a romantic when it comes to the
privilege of teaching and learning within a col
lege or university. Their role in advancing world
progress makes me regard colleges and univer
sities as among the most precious resources in
American society. I regard the life of teaching
and scholarship to be a special calling. My
career commitment in teaching and scholar
ship and administrative service has issued from
these values.
“Each of us is shaped by personal experi
ences. The College of Wooster, in Ohio, was a
significant transforming agent in my life. Part
of this occurred while I was a student in the
company of unforgettable friends and in the
hands of unforgettable faculty; part came later
as I revisited the philosophies of the College
through repeated study of the writings of
Wooster President Dr. Howard Lowry. As a
teacher, I would do this at the start of each
semester as I prepared for my courses. Lowry
was an eloquent speaker on the great adven
ture of education, the mind’s adventure. He
would speak of excellence and what it takes to
achieve and sustain it.
“Lowry was an authority on Matthew
Arnold, the English poet-philosopher, yet one
of Lowry’s statements on excellence hits home
to me as a field geologist. I recall his words
whenever I think about the hundreds of miles I
have hiked with students and colleagues while
mapping: ‘Excellence is not a commodity to be
bought at every corner store. It dwells among
rocks hardly accessible, and a man must
almost wear his heart out in search of it.’”

48

Secretary: G. Gary Tyack, 7718 C hancel Dr.,
W orthington, O H 43085.

Susan Burkhalter with (from another photograph)
husband Curtis Shively and children Stuart and
Rachel.

their own photos. Susan is a piano teacher and
free-lance organist. T he family m akes its hom e
in Bethesda, MD.
Word cam e from Karen L. H oover that
she has moved to the city of h e r dream s — New
York. Karen now serves as a resident in internal
m edicine at New York U. She would welcome
correspondence at 215 E. 29th St., Apt. 33, New
York, NY 10010.
In the “w here are we now (geographically
speaking) category,” we have som e interesting
information. Of 482 classm ates, 50 of us reside
along the West Coast; 163 can be found along
the East Coast; 163 reside in the Illinois-IndianaOhio-Pennsylvania belt. T he rest are distributed
around other parts of this country and foreign
countries. T here m ust be som ething particularly
appealing about the above four states: roughly
57 percent of our classm ates who lived in one of
these states at the tim e of graduation still live in
the sam e state! Wasn’t ours supposed to be the
mobile, free spirit generation? More interesting
statistics to com e in future issues.
Secretary: P ete Snyder, 2 1 1 6 Collett Lane,
Flossmoor, IL 60422.

19 6 9
Lynn H am ilton, vice president of Society
National Bank, Canton, has been appointed to
the advisory board of Walsh College for a threeyear term through 1993.

19 6 7
After a stimulating weekend at our alma
mater, I (Sara) am happy to report that Woo is
alive and well, though perhaps unrecognizable
— new buildings, a very provocative series of
guest speakers and perform ers, and a healthy
percentage of students participating in policy
making. I urge you all to check back now and
then, before our 25th in 1992!
Marty Eagleton Begalla shares som e
good news and som e bad news. T he latter is that
last year, after she and husband Jim returned
from a wonderful w inter escape to Bermuda,
she was diagnosed with the early stages of
breast cancer. T he good news is that after a com
plete mastectomy and reconstruction she is fine;
all reports are positive, and she’s thankful for the
support from friends. Later, she and Jim went to
the Edinburgh International Festival, via Lon
don. Now, she is back to work in Knoxville, TN,
as a hum an resource specialist at T he Baptist
Hospital. O ur continual good w ishes for your
health, Marty.
Last sum m er at Chautauqua, NY, while
standing in our reception line which concluded
the 1990 class of the Chautauqua Literary and
Scientific Circle, I looked at the person next to
me and saw a familiar face. We both immediately
looked at our nam e tags, and N ancy Stevenson
asked: “Scotty?” We hugged and spent the next
afternoon catching up. W hat an exciting life she
is leading! W hile she was earning h e r M A T in
English and history at Temple U, she taught in a
ghetto school in Philadelphia. D uring h e r ser
vice as a Peace Corps volunteer in Botswana in
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1971, she fell in love with Africa. Later, she
taught English at a new and growing secondary
school for five years. H er next teaching experi
ence was in Esfahan, Iran, where she taught
English to the sh ah ’s helicopter m echanics and
pilots. After 18 m onths, the escalating revolution
caused h e r to return to the States.
During h e r service in Iran, she m et many
fine Anglican Christians at St. Luke’s Church,
and it was then that she decided to work in the
church. Back in the States, she contacted both
the Presbyterian and the Lutheran Mission
Boards. She says: ‘T h e Lutherans phoned, and I
never heard from the Presbyterians!” So, in
Sept., 1979, she started teaching English at the
Lutheran Theological College Makumira, near
Arusha, Tanzania. Each November, between 35
and 60 students graduate to serve as pastors in
the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Nancy
reports: ‘Tanzanians always say ‘Karibuni sana’
(‘welcome’). And so to you my classm ates, Kari
buni sana M akumira!” She’d love to hear from
classmates. Address: Lutheran Theological Col
lege Makumira, Box 55, Usa River, Tanzania,
East Africa.
In 1990, Judith T ustison K ovacs spent a
seven-month research sem ester in Oxford, Eng
land, with h e r husband, David, and children,
M ark (13) and Ellen (10) . W hile in England,
Judith, who teaches Biblical studies at the U of
Virginia, wrote a 100-page introduction to the
Bible, published in an edition of The N ew
Revised S ta n d a rd B ible by the Oxford University
Press in Jan., 1991. One of the chief joys of
being in England, says Judith, was the opportu
nity to renew h e r friendship with Ruth Ball
Dowley, who lives in Swalcliffe and is a lecturer
at North Oxfordshire Technical College.
P eter J enks, who is adm issions director
and international baccalaureate coordinator for
the Kodaikanal International School in India,
presented a paper on the international baccalau
reate at the N ear East and South Asia Schools
Association Teachers’ Conference held in New
Delhi in March, 1990.
In closing, thank you, all of you, who
voted for m e (Sara) in the Alumni Board elec
tions. As I told Jeff Todd when he informed me
of my nomination, being nom inated was a huge
honor in itself. T hat so m any of you have faith in
me continues to be very gratifying. Any sugges
tions for the Board will be m ost welcome. And,
keep those notes rolling in!
Secretary: Sara Bradley, 2 3 M errim ac Place,
Cape E lizabeth, M E 0 4 1 0 7 (O ct.-M ay); P.O. Box
851, C hautauqua, N Y 1 4 7 2 2 (June-m id Oct.).
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swimming m eets and coach the Topeka M asters
swim team. Jim has two sons: Andrew, a junior at
the U of Kansas, and Eric, a freshm an at Beloit
College. Jim hopes to return for our reunion in
June. T he M cHenrys live at 1416 S.W. Collins,
Topeka, KS 66604.
M artha Webb M cGovern is now living
in Lancaster, where she is teaching composition
and reading/studies skills at the Lancaster
branch of Ohio U. H er husband, Pat, is clinical
m anager for the Fairfield Family Counseling
Center.
Sympathy of the class is extended to Nor
m an and Barbara Landis Hartman, whose
daughter, Emmie, died Sept. 10,1990. Emmie
was a freshm an at Stetson U, w here she was a
m em ber of T hespians International H onor
Society, T he Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
Dram a Club, Key Club, and Spanish Club. T he
H artm ans’ address: 1435 Tredegar Dr., Fort
Myers, FL 33919.
Secretary: Elizabeth W esthafer O ’B rien, 101
Hillerest Ave., S u m m it, N J 07901.

19 6 5
Please write.
Secretary: Sally M um m a John s, 4 6 2 9 M uirfie ld Dr., F ort Wayne, I N 46815.

19 6 4
W ooster was well-represented at the inau
guration of George D avis as the 22nd president
of the U of Vermont on Oct. 26, 1990. Among
those who attended the cerem ony were Jerry ’65
and Cathie Long F ischer, and Fred Cropp ’54,
who spoke at the luncheon.
Secretaries: R u ssell & Jane Welton Yamazaki,
5 2 6 Pemberton, Grosse Pointe P ark, M I 48230.

19 6 3
M ildred R eboul M ontain and h e r hus
band, Gary, now have an empty nest. D aughter
Susan, a graduate of N orthern U, is an electrical
engineer, and daughter Sharon is a freshm an at

Miami U. After teaching English for 20 years at
Westlake High School, Mildred has changed h e r
teaching area to special education. She sends
greetings to the class.
B ill Yoder, dean of the McGilvary Facul
ty of Theology in Thailand, is doing his part to
“spread the fame of T he College of Wooster, at
least in Thailand. T he three lovely faces [in the
photo] are those of three of my ‘grandchildren,’
all being properly indoctrinated with Woosteritis. They’ve never seen the place but love the
shirts and dresses I bring back for them every
time. As m any of you know, my 28 years of ser
vice to the church in Thailand has given me
m any blessings, not the least of which is a very
extended family resulting from young people
who have grown up in my hom e.”
It is with sadness that we report the death
of Lydia Gordon, following an autom obile acci
dent, on Sept. 4,1990, wife of our classmate,
Jam es Gordon. Sympathy of the class is
extended to Jam es and his son, Jam es, Jr. ’93.
Jam es resides at 2629 E. Broad St., Columbus,
OH 43209.
Secretary: Ann M cK enrick Wase, 4 1 2 Ivy
Church R d., T im o n iu m , M D 21093.

19 6 2
Sympathy of the class is extended to the
family of B on n ie B ish op N ichols, who died
Oct. 14,1990. H er husband, Jam es W. Nichols,
Jr., and daughter, Judith D. Nichols ’94, reside at
93 South St., Chagrin Falls, OH 44022.
Robert McArtor and his family have
moved to Wilmington, NC, w here he is now
director of regional intensive care nursery at
New Hanover M em orial Hospital and an associ
ate professor of pediatrics at the U of North
Carolina.
Jon G alehou se, a geology professor at
San Francisco State U, has been doing research
on and writing papers about the Loma Prieta
earthquake of Oct., 1989. In Nov., 1990, he was
elected to his second four-year term on the Paci
fica City Council. He and his wife, Barbara, live
in Pacifica, CA.
Secretaries: D avid Shriver, 2 2 7 7 Stillm a n Rd.,
Cleveland H ts., O H 44118; G enie H en son
Hatch, 1 3 3 7 H am pton, St. Charles, M O 63303.

Bill Yoder ’63 and future
Woosterites in Thailand,
L.J. Mary Jane, and Grace.

19 6 6
J3J25th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
Jim M cH enry has been executive direc
tor of the Kansas Child A buse Prevention Coun
cil since joining it in 1988. His long-time friend
and mentor, Dr. Karl Menninger, encouraged
Jim ’s interest and involvement. For recreation,
Jim and his wife, Linda, participate in M asters
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h e r M.A. in school guidance counseling at the U
of Southern Maine. She is now back in h e r mid
dle school m usic classroom, using both music
and guidance skills. Alice lives in Yarmouth,
ME.

31030th Reunion/June 6-9,1991

Secretary: G retchen Yant R obinson, 6 0 8 Con
ley, A da, O H 45810.

19 6 1

Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
In Sept., 1990, Lu W im s becam e the prin
cipal of Warrensville H eights Junior High
School. Previously, he was an assistant junior
high principal in Xenia. Lu and his wife, Linda,
have two children.
After h e r husband, Albert, retired from
his career in public education, Margaret Merrell Martin left h e r job as employm ent coordi
nator at a hospital in Rhode Island. T he M artins
then moved to Charleston, SC, w here they are
renovating their hom e, enjoying going camping
and to the beach, and attending Elderhostels.
Secretary: Larry Vodra, 51 High Ridge Rd.,
Brookfield, C T 06804.

19 6 0

19 5 9
P arm alee P h illip s Hawk, a m em ber of
the East Carolina University School of Educa
tion faculty since 1981, has been appointed
director of teacher education at that university.
Parm alee, who received h e r M.A. and Ph.D.

19 5 8
Sylvia G ibbs Spearm an is completing
h e r second year as a professional counselor in
h e r private practice, Discovery Counseling Cen
ter, in Hastings, NE. She and her husband, Bill,
who is the chaplain and a professor at Hastings
College, also enjoy working with their Little
Angel M iniature Horse business. T he Spear
m ans have four children and recently welcomed
two new grandchildren into the family.
Chaplain B ill D ando has b een selected
as executive director of the Military Chaplains
Association.
Your secretaries would appreciate hearing
from m ore classmates.
Secretaries: B ob Carter, 1 4 0 7 West Sherw in, #2N , Chicago, IL 60626; B on n ie Acton M occio,
154 H ighland A ve., Westfield, M A 01085.

19 5 7
From Iakew ood, CO, John H eller writes
that he has retired, after m ore than 30 years with
the U.S. Geological Survey. He has enrolled in
several adult education courses, one of which
will give him certification as a national or inter
national tour m anager/guide. John would also
like to work for a local newspaper as a restaurant
evaluator. His best qualification for that job is
that both he and his wife like to dine out.
Gar Compton has been nam ed
com ptroller of Anderson M edical Services Inc.,
of Dover. Gar retired in 1988, after 24 years with
the H untington Bank Company and its local pre
decessor in Dover. He and his wife, Ellen (Craw
ford ’59), have four sons.
Jim ’56 and Mary E llen B uckstaff
B ader wrote that they had a wonderful time on
W ooster’s cycling Vermont trip. Also in the
group were H ow ie and Betty (Gwynn ’54)
Boyd. T he Baders have lived in Clearwater, FL,
for the last 24 years. Jim is a radiologist in a
group practice, and Mary Ellen is a psychiatric
nurse.
Secretary: A1 Edel, 2 0 4 0 B rooks Square P I.,
Falls Church, VA 22043.

19 5 6
Parmalee Phillips Hawk

from Auburn U, has served on North Carolina’s
task force for the improvement of secondary
education and has received the Association of
Teacher Educators’ Distinguished Research
Award. She has also published several articles
and presented num erous professional papers on
aspects of learning theory.
W hile on sabbatical from the Portland
Maine Public Schools in the 1989-90 school
year, A lice Boughton B redenberg completed

Secretary: Janice D ou glas Grim, 1 7 8 6 7 E. L in 
coln Way, D alton, O H 44618.

19 5 5

Please write.
Secretary: N ancy Brown Tyburski, 3 6 2 2 Croy
don Dr., NW , Canton, O H 44718.

Rob and Davy) went to M innesota for six
m onths. There, Jam es is collaborating on a
research project at the U of Minnesota.

HJ35th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
A professor of chem istry at Wellesley Col
lege, Jam es Loehlin is on sabbatical leave this
year. In Jan., he and his family (wife Allie, sons

After a serious bout with acute leukem ia
last winter and a lengthy stay at the Mayo Clinic,
D on M acFalls is now in rem ission and says he
is feeling great. He has, however, retired from
the m inistry on m edical disability.
B ob D avies is a professor of history at
M oorhead State U in M oorhead, MN. He
spends som e of his tim e as a chorus m em ber
with the Fargo-M oorhead Civic Opera Compa
ny, having participated in twenty-six of its
operas.
From Fort Collins, CO, com es word from
Mary F. Crow. She is an English professor and
director of the creative writing program at Col
orado State U. She won a poetry fellowship from
the National Endowm ent for the Arts, and in
1988 she received a Fulbright Creative Writing
Award to study in Yugoslavia. Mary’s book of
poetry, Borders, was published in 1989, and her
book of translations, From the Country o f N ever
more, was published by Wesleyan University
Press in 1990. She sounds like she’s keeping
busy.
H elen D avis Martin writes that she and
N ed have moved to Hingham, MA, w here Ned
is the m inister of the Hingham Congregational
Church. Helen says h e r job rem ains the same:
executive director of the Consortium for the Pre
vention of Substance Abuse, a group of twentythree school systems in the Boston area. She
also participates in the League of Women Voters
and the Appalachian M ountain Club.
Secretary: Faith O m ans R eynolds, M errell
Tavern Inn, Rt. 102, M a in St., South Lee, M A
01260.

19 5 4
W hen I (Dick) returned from taking a
group of 28 tourists on a cultural trip to Austria
and Germany, there were several interesting
pieces of correspondence waiting for me. A note
before I get down to the hard news: you don’t
have to wait until I contact you for news. I would
appreciate hearing from som e of you before I
write to you. It would m ake life a whole lot
easier.
A long note was received from Jay Cox, of
whom I had totally lost track since I lived in New
York and he was going to Jefferson M edical
School in Philadelphia. A lot of water over the
dam since then for Jay: interning at the U of Cal
ifornia at San Francisco, the U.S. Navy as a
flight surgeon, orthopaedic residency in Bethesda, MD, a year in Vietnam, and then 6 lA years at
the Oakland Naval Hospital in California and 12
years in athletic m edicine at T he U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis. Jay is currently director
of clinical services at Penn State U’s C enter for
Sports M edicine and is orthopaedic team sur
geon for all athletic team s at the university.
A nother very welcome letter cam e from
P at Lockwood B idle, who has forsaken Chica
go and now lives in W heat Ridge, CO, at 10251
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W. 44th, #6-101, 80033. Pat left the “concrete/
steel” canyons of Chicago in August and traded
them in for the “g ranite/sandstone” of Colorado.
She is currently between jobs and working at
whatever com es along. Pat says she ran across
D on Elliott while working at a nearby hospital
in the Denver area, and she keeps in touch with
Syl Buttrey H uning and hears from Shirley
B eard sley Martz at Christmas.
From Albany, NY, com es news of Raoul
Davis, who was recently nam ed employee of the
month for the New York State Office of General
Services. Raoul works for the state in hum an
resources m anagem ent and is responsible for
m onitoring the affirmative action program s for
district one. In his spare time, Raoul is busy as
CEO of the New Am erican H eroes Foundation,
an organization that focuses on developing a
national working m odel for revitalizing urban
neighborhoods. He reports that his oldest
daughter, Tierney, is an R.N., m arried, and living
in Houston,TX. His youngest daughter is in col
lege, and his only son, Raoul, Jr., is 11 years old
and lives with his “currently single dad.”
Barbara B ou rn s checked in from San
Francisco, CA, to bring us uptodate on h e r cur
rent goings-on. Is that correct English? She is a
pediatric therapist, working at the Louise Dunbard School with children, ranging in age from
18 m onths to 21 years old, with serious disabili
ties such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida, etc.
Barb reports that the work is interesting,
demanding, and at tim es exhausting. She cur
rently shares h e r life with an exceptional cat
nam ed M ench who, she says, is Jewish.
Barb went through the Loma Prieta earth
quake last year, and although neither she nor
her flat suffered any damage it was nonetheless
a frightening experience. She has prepared for
the next one by acquiring “a first aid kit, two gal
lons of bottled water, four cans of tuna, and a
pint of scotch.” She sum s up h e r letter as fol
lows. “I was the Tooth Fairy in a Halloween
parade today, and in that connection, I now own
a tutu (which I would be m ost happy to loan to
any of you). Ju st stop by to pick it up (274-A
Connecticut, San Francisco, CA 94107), and we
can have a chat and maybe even a dance. Now, is
everybody still awake?”
Mary E llen M utch Todt w rites that she
and h e r husband, Bill, had a wonderful summer.
They spent a week in Stratford, Ontario, attend
ing theater productions; three weeks at Crystal
Lake in Michigan; two weeks at their favorite
spot in the Caribbean.
T h afs it for this issue. Keep those letters
coming in. I hope we can put the class of ’54
back in the picture.
Secretary: Richard Sheppard, Box 264, Suttons
Bay, M I 49682.

19 5 3
M iles and years between M ontana and
Ohio fell away for me (Nona) in October, w hen I
returned to W ooster for Hom ecom ing. T he
bright sky and swishing Scot kilts were vision
enough that day, although our side lost the ball
game. But B ob and Mary Elliott Archibald
came down from Cleveland, and we strolled the
cam pus in the late afternoon sunshine, remem-
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bering old crannies we knew that have been
replaced with impressive buildings such as
Scheide M usic Center across from Holden Hall
and Luce Residence Hall just north of Miller
Manor. T he cam pus looked well; the new trees
on Kauke’s front lawn are becom ing stately, and
all the familiar buildings are refurbished and
bright. It was a good day.
Dr. B ob Baab didn’t get around to regis
tering for Hom ecom ing at Lowry Center until
Sunday, so he m issed our mini-reunion. Bob and
Rosem arie returned to W ooster six years ago
from the far northwest corner of Minnesota. Bob
is an anesthesiologist at Wooster Com munity
Hospital. In off hours he is an actor. Let m e warn
you now — if a dignified Englishm an ever rings
you up, don’t be dum bfounded as I was. It will
be Bob, practicing dialects; disarm him with a
chuckle. He appeared this spring, using his Yid
dish, in a Canton Players Guild production, A
Shayna M aidel, as Holocaust survivor
M ordechai Weiss. He shared the videotape with
m e recently — touching, beautiful, a lovely pro
duction. His favorite role these days, though, is
as grandpa of five small people. Sum m ertim es
he continues to um pire baseball games.
H ere let m e return to M ontana in Septem 
b e r and the trip east in the trusty Pontiac. One
night along the way, we (car and I) found the
way to the neat comm unity of Grafton, ND,
w here Jim and P at Fester Sanko had a com
fortable room and the ever present Scandinavian
coffeepot ready for me in the m anse. They love
their church and life up there in the wonderful
Red River Valley, w here our potato chip potatoes
grow, the stars are bright at night, and the win
ters are noteworthy. We com pared many notes,
the best being about our respective Davidgrandsons.
Just before I left, a note cam e from Fred
dy B eam er Shearer, telling m e she and Keith
had been in my hometown, Kalispell, in July, for
the National Prosecutors Association annual
m eeting. I was sorry we m issed one another.
Next time, I’ll have more news about the Shear
ers, but a quick phone call told m e they’re well
and busy. T he prosecutor’s job in Wooster
becam e full tim e for Keith two years ago, and
Freddy is involved with church and garden club
activities.
W hen I finally arrived in Wooster, I visited
M arlene Zimmerman, our class notes editor, at
h e r office in the old gym. M arlene dived into
one of h e r well-organized files and handed m e a
note about M arleen B en gel Ingle, who’s direc
tor of financial aid at the U of N orth Carolina,
Greensboro. M arleen recently becam e presi
dent-elect of the Southern Association of Stu
dent Financial Aid Directors. Last year, she par
ticipated in the USA Today National Hotline for
H igher Education Week in W ashington, DC.
I keep bum ping into old friends here, and
th afs how I first m et with S u e Shera Retzler
on this trip back. She had just gotten a sm ash
ing looking haircut when we m et unexpectedly
in the beauty shop. (I was still shaggy and hope
less looking.) Since then we’ve had lunch togeth
er, and I’ve heard about h e r last five years of full
tim e work, with husband Joe ’50 at Retzler True
Value Hardware. She’s busy there but enjoys the
work and events like the buying trips. None of
the five Retzler kids is still at hom e, but son Jim
lives nearby and is father of the three Retzler
grandchildren. Can you imagine having grand
parents who own that wonderful store? W hen’s
Christmas?
Frank Hays and Barbara still hold down
a bit of Wooster, but the roof on the house nearly

left them early in August when an attic fire got
started in the small hours of the night. N eces
sary refurbishing m ade for a busy, interesting
summer. Frank took a long enough vacation
from the law this fall, and Barbara from nursing
at the hospital, to visit geologist son Bill at his
company’s Nevada gold mining digs. T he
rem aining three Hays’ sons all are in various
advanced stages of schooling.
H elen DeVoss M onroe and John ’51 live
south of W ooster and are both retired — sort of.
John lovingly tends 1400 comm ercial white pine
C hristm as trees, and Helen lovingly drops in to
volunteer at W ooster Township school, w here
she form erly taught, helping som e of the little
people who are having difficulty. T hey also vol
unteer at West Yiew Manor, a retirem ent hom e,
where John’s m other lives. Helen and John visit
ed Bill M onroe ’52 in Istanbul in March, then
spent two weeks in England with friends. Bill is
pharm aceutical director in Istanbul for Wyeth
Laboratories.
I plan to be around W ooster for a few
m onths, working on an independent study pro
ject I can only do here, so next tim e I’ll include
more news of Ohioans. I m iss my m ountains,
and my outwest, and plan to return to Kalispell
eventually.
Secretaries: N ona W illiston Taylor, 3 0 0 3 Rufenach L ane, Kalispell, M T 59901; D onald Orr,
13460 M arlette Dr., La M irada, CA 90638.

1 9 5 2I
I (Warren) recently put 6,000 m iles on
our Suburban to visit son Tim in Philadelphia,
with family visits also in Kansas City,
Williamsport, Buffalo, Youngstown, and Denver.
Nothing looked quite as good as the snow-cov
ered m ountains that finally appeared as we
approached Bozeman on the way hom e.
Jim H om ad ay prom ises to visit the Swagers in Montana. He’s still continuing his sec
ond career as a m anager/lifeguard at a health
club in Springfield, PA.
Dave B atcheller w rites that he is quite
involved in boating. He teaches boating safety as
a m em ber of the Greensboro, NC, Power
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power
Squadrons. He continues to produce a variety of
videos.
A nother video buff is C harles Ardery.
He now h as 8,000 videos in his collection. For
the last nine years, C harles and his wife, Joanne,
have been ringing bells for the Salvation Army
one full day yearly.
P aul Curtis and his wife, Sirje, still live
in Bangor, ME, w here Paul teaches biology at
Husson College. Paul writes that after 30 years,
he is getting tired of teaching and is looking for
a way to retire.
B ob and Lin (Loucks ’54) Ackerly live in
La M esa, CA. Bob is professor and counselor
em eritus at San Diego State U, retiring in July,
1990. He’s getting into the retirem ent m ode
nicely. During the summer, he vacationed in
Spain, Portugal, Morocco, and the Canary
Islands. Now, he is working on his tennis and
golf games.
Willard M ellin, who has served a num 
ber of interim pastorates, is now interim pastor
for the H unting Ridge Presbyterian C hurch in

51
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Baltimore, to which he com m utes from his
hom e in Hyattsville, MD. W hile serving an inter
im pastorate in New Castle, PA, from August
1989 to April 1990, he and his wife, Sally (Spahr
’53) worked on and supervised the restoration of
Bill’s m other’s birthplace on the banks of the
Allegheny River in Manorville, PA, for eventual
retirem ent.
A librarian at Grinnell College, A nne
G enung K intner was on sabbatical leave dur
ing the 1989-90 school year. In Germ any and
Switzerland, she studied early 20th century Ger
m an art, visited m useum s, libraries, and print
collections. W ith h e r husband, Phil ’50, who was
teaching in the Associated Colleges of the Mid
west Florence Program, she also traveled with
student groups to various cities in Italy. (For
m ore news about Phil, see the ’50 column.) For
the current year, Anne is acting librarian at
Grinnell.
From Lawrenceville, NJ, P at Lengel Ven
able w rites that she continues to teach biology
at Princeton Day School. H er husband, Baxter,
has retired from the publishing field and is now
in great dem and as a Lawrenceville handyman.
T he Venables’ son, M ark, is a graduate of the U
of Colorado, and their daughter, Amy, a junior at
Gettysburg College, is studying in France this
year.
Secretaries: Jean n e M ilanette M erlanti, 2 1 2 8
G reenview Dr., A n n Arbor, M I 48103; Warren
M. Swager, Jr., 1 1 2 B ieler L ane, Sheridan, M T
59749.
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S k o th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni W eekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
Great news! Your officers have met, and
plans for our 40th reunion are moving so rapidly
that we already have our Saturday noon lun
cheon speaker. He is one of the college’s m ost
successful living alumni, Stanley C. “Stan” Gault
’48, board chair and CEO of Rubbermaid
Incorporated.
Since com ing to Rubberm aid in 1980,
after a long and distinguished career with Gen
eral Electric, he has led the company that his
father, the late Clyde Gault, helped found in
1920, and that his dad m anaged until 1935, into
the select Fortune 500 and the “billion-dollarplus league” in annual revenues. He plans to
retire next May, just before our reunion, but will
rem ain an active and guiding force on the com
pany’s board of directors for another five years.
Having heard Stan’s presentations at the
annual Rubbermaid shareholder’s m eeting in
W ooster for the past several years, I (Roy) can
guarantee it will be worth your com ing from all
across the land — even from Hawaii (Yes, you,
M asao K uniyoshi) or m issionary posts in
Korea (yes, you, John Folta), India or Africa —
just to listen to what Stan will have to tell us.
Appropriately, the luncheon is set for Scheide
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M usic C enter which features the Gault Recital
Hall.
T hat evening’s reunion banquet will fea
ture as m aster of cerem onies that colorful man
for all seasons, be it Scot Band kilts or clerical
garb, the ever energetic “Abe,” B ill Aber, who
currently wears the hat of executive presbyter in
New M exico’s Presbytery of Santa Fe, which
apparently includes Albuquerque, as that is
w here he and Sally (Sterrett ’52) reside. With
Bill in charge, the affair (site to be set) should
be lots of fun.
Still being worked on are plans for a postluncheon afternoon sem inar suggested by B ill
Lankton. Details will be forthcom ing if and
when they becom e final.
Hand-in-hand with his delightful wife of
42 years, Arlene ‘Tommy,” John ny Morey,
Ph.D., w hether at hom e in a gorgeous lake and
forest setting on D eep Creek Lake high in the
hills of northw estern M aryland every spring,
sum m er and fall, or in w arm er D urham , NC,
every winter, thoroughly enjoys his retirem ent
from academ ic leadership.
T he form er m em ber of the English facul
ty at Ohio Wesleyan U and New York’s Hamilton
College, who becam e president of M aryland’s
Frostburg State College and then M uhlenberg
College in Allentown, PA, from w hence he
retired, continues to cultivate a growing reputa
tion as one of this nation’s m ost pugnacious bat
tlers in the (I regret to say) losing war to main
tain purity in English gram m ar and usage.
W hen he is not busy hosting visiting
classm ates (Pat and I were the M oreys’ house
guests in late Septem ber) or doing his share as
part of the leadership in his local Episcopal
church, or keeping up with m atters concerning
M uhlenberg College, John and Tommy enjoy
their power boat on D eep Creek Lake and som e
tim es watch their grown sons, back for the occa
sions, race Flying Scot sailboats thereon. O ther
wise, the Moreys keep abreast of world happen
ings through the pages of the N ew York Tim es
and W ashington Post, the voice of National Pub
lic Radio or the sights and sound of TV”s PBS
stations.
W here are they now?
Charlie Baughm an, possessor of four
degrees — B.A., M.S., Ph.D, and M.B.A. —
lives in w hat I seem to recall as his old hom e
town, N orth Canton (at 1355 Chelmsford St.
N.W., OH 44720) w here he is accounting m an
ager for Central States Can Company.
David G eorge practices law and lives at
340 Yale Ave., Elyria, OH 44035.
B ob Goggin, who began with our class
but finished college elsewhere, is a school
teacher. He lives at 110 Roxbury Dr., Commack,
NY 11725. He was one of B ill Lankton’s Dou
glass Hall roomies.
M ilt Snyder, an old pal whom I last visit
ed nearly 30 years ago in Colorado Springs, CO,
w hen he was professor of chem istry (or was it
math?) at Colorado College, and who is m arried
to Barbara (Budde ’52), now resides at 12949
Brady Ave., Redford, MI 48239, w here he serves
as gran ts/research coordinator for Marygrove
College.
Dave S ch lu n d t is an associate professor
of history and psychology at the Indiana Insti
tute of Technology in Fort Wayne, w here he lives
at 10313 Gold M eadow Dr., 46825.
Again, start m aking your plans to return
to the Hill in June.
Secretary: Roy W. A dam s, 12 5 0 0 Edgewater
Dr., #308, Lakewood, O H 44107.
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For many of us, this seem s to be the time
in our lives for retirem ent — retirem ent from
gainful employm ent only, for m any of us find
ourselves busier than ever.
H erb Frick is one who has joined such
ranks. O ur belated congratulations to Herb, who
m arried M arge Brocklesby last April. They live
in Englewood, CO.
In June, P h yllis Evans D avies becam e a
retired librarian. She and h e r husband, Donald,
have moved to a new hom e in Sagamore Hills.
D ot Shearer Crayton, a retired nurse,
had hoped to attend our reunion, but as I (Jean)
don’t believe she m ade it, here’s an update on
h e r activities. H usband Phil retired in May, after
27 years of teaching physical and inorganic
chem istry at Alfred U. Dot, along with eight
other faculty wives, has published a gourm et
cookbook. T he proceeds are designated for
scholarships.
M eredith H agerm an H u d son would
like to know if grandchildren are of any interest
to anyone but the grandparents. She and John
are proud to have five m arried children and ten
grandchildren. We (Jean and Jim ’51) have four
m arried children and four grandchildren. Can
any of you surpass the H udsons’ record?
A professor of history at Grinnell College,
P hil K intner spent the 1989-90 academ ic year
teaching in the Associated Colleges of the Mid
west Florence program. In addition to exploring
Florence, he and his wife, Anne (G enung ’52)
traveled with the three student groups that par
ticipated during different tim es to various cities
in Italy. During the periods w hen he was not
teaching, Phil continued his research in the
archives in M em m ingen in South Germany.
(See ’52 colum n for news about Anne.)
Congratulations to B u d W endell, presi
dent of Opryland USA Inc., who received the
first President’s Award from the M iddle Ten
nessee Chapter of the Am erican Institute of
Architects. T he president of the local architects’
chapter said: “Bud’s business efforts have had a
major economic impact on the city and sur
rounding area while contributing to the national
and international recognition of Tennessee’s rich
musical heritage, arts, architecture, interior
design, and landscape architecture.” Bud, who
is serving this year as president of the Nashville
Area C ham ber of Com merce, has been presi
dent of Opryland USA since 1983.
T he recent safe arrival of our (Bill ’48 and
Jay’s) fourth granddaughter prom pts m e to
share news of classm ates’ grandchild status. We
still have som e who are having the joy for the
first time. Jini Jeandrevin Twitchell, who has
taught fourth grade for 31 years in Olmsted
Falls, and John Tim m ons, who has retired
from Goodyear and now lives in M esa, AZ, both
joined that group in Nov., 1989.
A third new grandparent is N ancy Hockm an M oser, who lives in W ooster and did a
great job of orchestrating our reunion luncheon.
Doubtless, h e r organizing skills are kept sharp
by h e r work at the Wayne County D epartm ent of
Hum an Services. Nancy’s husband, Earl, retired
from the College’s grounds crew in 1988. Now,
son Jeff (father of the M osers’ first grandchild)
is supervisor of athletic fields. Son M ark, a con
crete contractor, has an interesting pastime: pre-
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cision aerobatic flying. D aughter Linda, who
works for a bio-medical firm, lives with h e r hus
band in Kansas.
Som ewhere at the other end of the spec
trum are Walt M eeker, a surgeon and GP in
Troy, who proclaims that he and his wife enjoy
their 10 grandchildren, and Paul ’51 and Dotty
H eflin M iracle, who were expecting #15 in July.
Dotty retired from teaching in 1987. But perhaps
the class record goes to N orm R oadarm el and
his new wife, Karen. T heir blended family has
17 grandchildren and two great-grandchildren!
Norm, who served for m any years in the mission
field in the Far East, now lives in Glendale, CA,
w here he works as a m ission speaker and
im porter of item s for sale by churches for fund
raising projects.
A recent New York Tim es article regard
ing the resurgence in geology majors quoted
Samuel Root (geology), who said that the num 
ber of geology majors at the College had risen
from seven to 13 this year after a lapse since
1983 when there were over 20. T hat prompted
me to check on our class status in the field. We
list 23 graduates in geology, 10 of whom are still
active in the field or recently retired. Of the lat
ter, R o ss L essen tin e took retirem ent as a
petroleum geologist from Amoco in 1981; he
stayed retired for three days before going to
work for another firm. With the downturn in the
oil industry in 1986, he retired again but keeps
very active with travel, golf, and volunteer work.
George ’49 and E laine Vandenbosch
S ch n eid er were a “dynamic geo duo” for Caltex
in Sum atra for five years before retiring to Lan
caster, PA, in 1987, w here they continue to be
geological consultants.
And I find myself wondering how m uch
com m ent classm ate Dave Ewing, president of
Ewing Exploration in Houston, TX, has endured
since Dallas started on TV!
Secretaries: Jan ice W ilson George, 4 5 Fareway
Dr., N orthfield, M N 5 5057; Jean D utch Web
ster, 7611 Eagle Creek Dr., Dayton, O H 45459.
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Shirley K enan Joh n son and h e r hus
band, William, are living in Tecumseh, MI,
w here William is the interim pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church. After retirem ent next
spring or summer, the Johnsons hope to travel
and to see m ore of their four children and nine
grandchildren.
Alice and B ob M abbs send news of their
children (in medical work, teaching, electronics)
and grandchildren (starting school, Girl Scouts,
broken wrists, football, pets). T he M abbs spent
the sum m er camping, attended a Q uaker con
ference, and m ade a trip to Pittsburgh. Bob is
getting their house, in Sioux Falls, SD, ready to
be sold. He also rem inisced about a bike trip in
1949 through the desert in Egypt which the
group barely survived. Your secretary (Lloyd)
also rem em bers m any scary trips in the Egyp
tian desert, during his first 18 years there.
Before returning hom e from the United
Arab Em irates over a year ago, W illiam Cam p
bell visited Cy Satow and his wife, Yvonne, at
M ussoorie in N orth India (see photo). William’s
book, T he Gospel of Barnabas — Its True Value,
has been published and is available from Arab
World Ministries, P.O. Box 96, Upper Darby, FA
19082.
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As a follow-up to M ary-Jane’s research
on the num ber of librarians in our class, Dotty
and I becam e curious about the num ber of
teachers. After all, research and study in ye olde
library were integral parts of our Wooster experi
ence. Not to prolong the suspense, the class of
’48 can boast 52 teachers and administrators
ranging from the elem entary grades through
college, which is about 18 percent of our class
total.
Now we’ll “m ake book” that am ong all you
librarians and teachers, there are som e am using
and intriguing anecdotes just begging to hit the
printed page: it’s “a tot” anyway. So let’s hear
from you as the cold, wintry m onths close about
us.
Ellen M iller B ates w rites that she and
h e r husband, Jim, are the proud grandparents of
M arta and Ian and were anticipating the expect
ed arrival of their third grandchild.
In May, 1990, A rthur ’47 and R osem ary
P ierce P alm er enjoyed a 15-day tour of Italy
and Austria with son Dave.

William Campbell ’49 and Cy Satow ’49 at Cy’s house
in India.

In July, Richard P oeth ig retired as stated
supply for the Presbytery of West New York.
D uring the last four years, he has served three
interim pastorates in Buffalo. Currently, he
serves on the board of the Jubilee Com munity
Loan Fund, a low interest com m unity develop
m ent effort w hich he helped organize. He and
his wife, Eunice, have five children: Richard ’74,
Kathryn, Johanna, M argaret ’83, Erika ’93.
Eva H ochner Agoston and h e r husband,
Peter, becam e grandparents for the first tim e in
September. T heir daughter, Susie, and her hus
band are the proud parents of Jessica Anne. T he
Agostons, who live in Scarsdale, NY, are retired
and enjoying their freedom.
Secretary: Lloyd Vandersall, 1448 S. K ohler
Rd., O rrville, O H 44667.
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M el Snyder M cDonald, of Rancho Palos
Verdes, CA, is enjoying life m ore than ever. A
travel consultant, she recently put together a trip
to Thailand, H ong Kong, the River Kwai, and
China for a group of friends. Among the eigh
teen were Mary-Ann Riddle Simon ’43. By hover
craft they flew (“hovered”?) from Hong Kong to
M acau and from there went by bus into China,
the little southern tip.
“Since I started doing this particular trip,”
Mel writes, “the changes have been m ost evi
dent. On the first trip, there were no autom o
biles, only occasional trucks. T he roads were
two-laned, m acadam ed at best. Ix>ts of water buf
falo were seen, not only as beasts of burden in
the fields but also pulling carts on the roadways.
Last time, there was a four-lane concrete high
way with cars and trucks traveling by.”
Alaska beckoned D ick “H olly” and Juby
H ollingsw orth of Fort Wayne, IN, who spent a
fabulous week seeing the sights and sites.
Denali National Park with Mt. McKinley and all
its wild life was a highlight of the trip for Holly
and Juby.

Secretaries: M aty-Jane Stroh Daughn, 73
H ickok R d., N ew C anaan, C T 06840; Larry &
Dotty Dayton Piper, 3 3 9 S. M a in St., Concord,
N H 03301.
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Alas, it has com e to this: nary a word from
even one of you since the fall news went to press.
W hen such a fate befalls a secretary, she
turns to the yearly listing the College sends her
to glean a few of those fascinating facts you
always wanted to know but were too shy to ask
about. Having been counted by hand (we have
yet to be bitten by the com puter bug), the statis
tics may be off by a num ber or two, but here
they are: T here are currently 201 class m em bers
on the College list for 1947. We live in 34 states
and the District of Columbia and in four other
countries: Canada, India, Norway, and Switzer
land, which is hom e to Dorothy Bryce
Schwob.
A third of us live in Ohio, with 12 of those
in Wooster. A nother third are concentrated in
five states; not surprisingly, they are New York,
California, Texas, Florida, and Illinois.
T he rest are scattered from Maine to
Hawaii, W isconsin to Louisiana. Twenty-one
states have only one or two ’47ers to represent
the class.
Biggest surprise is to find that eight of us
call N orth Carolina hom e. Surely the state m ust
have a special attraction; if you’d like to know
what it is, here are the classm ates to write to.
Boyd D an iels, of Durham , retired as
executive secretary of library services for the
American Bible Society. D on Fluke is a profes
sor in the zoology departm ent at Duke U. Sarah
Sm ith Joh n son is a biofeedback technician in
Fayetteville. Barbara H am pe H em p lem an is
an archivist at Warren Wilson College in Swannanoa. Ann Haggerty M acP herson, of
Asheville, is a retired public school teacher. Vivi
en n e Tuck Sm ith, of Beaufort, and A lice Ryba
Thurber, of W ilmington, are both hom em akers.
Ruth Schwartz Tim m erm ann is retired from
h e r work as a career counselor in Chapel Hill.
With that we’ll say “so long until tom or
row” from Colorado, w here A lice Leyda Hamm erling, of La Junta, and Betty Marker
Granicher, of Denver, join m e in hoping tomor-
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row will bring a surfeit of letters from five coun
tries to satisfy our news-hungry classmates.
But first a postscript for Albert and M ari
lyn M cClure M olinaro, of Schofield, WI: Best
wishes on your 40th anniversary on Jan. 13.
Secretary: Cornelia Lybarger N eusw anger,
3 2 1 4 1 S. Railway, Wray, CO 80758.
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®45th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
In Dallas, OR, Warren H all keeps busy
with his own five-acre tree farm business and as
a consulting forester. In M arch, he traveled the
Alaska M arine Highway from Ketchikan to
Skagway, stopping in Sitka to visit a friend. He
attended the reunion of U.S. Forestry Service
Region 3 people in New Mexico in May and had
a fantastic time.
Barbara C ooper Strauss is enjoying
retirem ent, after working m any years as a nurs
ing consultant. She recently returned from a trip
to Scandinavia (more E lderhostling), where she
m et Bob and M argaret Russell Em m ons ’45,
who were traveling in the sam e group.
In Sept., Barb, Marjorie W ilm er Miller,
and Virginia Strubbe M ayberry m et with Cary
M arch O rm ond to plan for our 45th reunion in
June. They urge us to m ark our calendars and
plan to attend. Your secretary plans to be there.
How about you?
Secretary: Joann e B en d er Regenhardt, 2 2 8 9
Via M u n era , La Jolla, CA 92037.
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Margie Rath Stauffer, of Cleveland
Heights, is active in the Stevens ministry. She
teaches a 50-hour course for lay persons training
to becom e Stevens m inisters for a two-year com
m itm ent. A Stevens minister, as described by
Margie, is one who is a care-giver, not a curegiver. Margie also delivers M eals on W heels,
and for the past 15 years she has served on the
Presbytery com m ittee for candidates for the
ministry. H usband Dwight is recovering nicely
from hip replacem ent surgery. D uring the holi
days, the Stauffers plan to head for the West
Coast to visit family in San Francisco and
Seattle.
T he class extends sympathy to B ill B e n 
son, who recently lost his mother.
Secretary: Virginia K roehle Wengatz, 7450
West 130th St., M iddleburg H ts., O H 44130.
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We are sorry to report the death of John
Stalker on Aug. 23, 1990. John spent 35 years as
a history teacher at the U of Hawaii. T hrough his
efforts, the training center for the Peace Corps
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was brought to Hawaii 25 years ago. John was a
part-time actor, appearing in m any “Hawaii Five0 ” shows as well as in local theater.
Reunion news from Bob ’43 and Connie
Garvin Talkington, of Sarasota, FL, told of an
enjoyable trip to Texas a while back. They visited
with A nne M elone D eidrick, in Houston, and
Enid R obinson Totten, in M arble Falls.
Verna Wefler, a retired m edical techni
cian, lives in Massillon. Each year, she takes an
interesting tour to Europe, Alaska, or to national
parks.
I have run out of reunion news to report,
so please send updates on your activities.
Faithful correspondents Grace Hall and
K enny Com pton C hase wrote recently. Grace
would like m ore information about our special
drive for our 50th reunion. As the com m ittee
m et this fall, I am sure we will receive informa
tion soon.
Kenny wrote that she enjoyed the video
tape that Margaret G ibbons F ish and her
recently deceased husband, Dick, m ade at our
45th reunion. T he tapes are now available from
M argaret (7206 E. Camino Valle Verde, Tucson,
AZ 85715). Please send a $10 check m ade out to
College of Law, University of Arizona, Richard
Fish Scholarship Fund, for each video.
From Columbia, MD, Jean Stafford
Klotzbach writes that she is retired and travels
often.
T he past year was an exciting one for
Jean Flaxington King and her husband, Rus
sell. In September, they celebrated the 100th
year that m em bers of the King family have lived
at 111 West St., Hyde Park, MA, 02136. A num 
b e r of special events will take place during the
year to celebrate the occasion. “We enjoy our
hom e and offer a warm welcome to all who
enter.”
From Colusa, CA, N ancy Ruth Bertram
w rites that she and G inny M iller Warren, and
their respective husbands, had a three-day
reunion in Colusa. It had been 21 years since
Ginny and Nancy had seen each other. They
had a great tim e talking and sharing pictures.
I (Russ) went to the Veterans’ Hospital in
Togus, ME, to see how B ill H ydom was coming
along. T he well-remembered Hydorn smile is
still very m uch in evidence. He has a strong
handshake and, all things considered, seem s in
pretty good health. I also talked with his wife,
M argaret (Goldsmith ’45), on the phone. She
had just returned from a “great” visit with
Jeanne Swan G arnett ’45. M argaret was very
upbeat about life in general. Bill, I’m sure, would
enjoy receiving letters or post cards from class
mates. Send him mail c /o Margaret, R.D. 1, Box
5870, Hartland, M E 04943.
Congratulations to C harles Schollenberger, who won the Melvin M ooney Distin
guished Technology Award for his exceptional
technical com petence in m aking significant and
repeated contributions to polyurethanes and
rubber technology. T he award was announced at
the 138th m eeting of the rubber division of the
Am erican Chemical Society in Oct., 1990.
It is with sadness that we report the death
of Robert M. A n derson on Nov. 9, 1990.
Secretaries: H elen H ibbs Bingam an, 8001 E.
Broadway, #366, M esa, A Z 85208; R u ssell
Haley, 8 O rchard Dr., D u rh a m , N H 03824.
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G lenn and Olivia (Judson ’42) Bryan
have two “hom e bases,” an apartm ent in
Rehoboth Beach, DE, and another in Laguna
Hills, CA. They have three sons, each living in
different states: Richmond, VA, Boulder, CO and
Los Angeles, CA. T he Bryans shuttle am ong
apartm ents and sons in a 36-foot m otorhom e,
stopping and visiting other friends and relatives
along the way.
Active in the Family M otor Coach Associ
ation (FMCA), they attend EMC A conventions
and rallies and have developed strong ties with
kindred souls in the group, som etim es traveling
with another couple. Recently, they enjoyed trav
eling through the m aritim e provinces of Canada
with friends from the W ashington, DC, area.
T he Bryans spend six or seven m onths a year in
their motorhom e.
If W ooster friends would write to Glenn
and Olivia at 21 Ocean Drive, #502, Rehoboth
Beach, DE 19971, they would eventually get
your letters, and then, hopefully, contact you
when they’re traveling in your area.
A nne H arm s Cox was appointed by the
mini-reunion group to report to us on their Sept.
12 m eeting. First, at about 10 a.m., they m et at
the lovely new hom e in W ooster of Marilyn
N e ilso n Strock, for coffee and lots of talk,
adjourning at noon to go to the Country Club for
lunch (You didn’t talk there? You didn’t m ention
it!). Afterwards, they returned to Marilyn’s for
m ore talk later in the afternoon.
Besides the usual m em bers, P h o e b e
H ou ser Hunt, Gwen P o len Barrick, M am ie
T hom as Braeunig, M arse Stark H ughes,
Jean C olem an B ender, F rances Barr Curtis,
Anne and Marilyn, they were joined this year by
Bunny Cotton Bogner ’42. (That m eant there
were five of them who had graduated from Lakewood High, so there was a lot of “Lakewood”
rem em bering, too.)
Anne says Marilyn was to leave that Fri
day for a trip to Europe. How about a report
from you on that, Marilyn?
B ob M oreland is retired as vice presi
dent, assistance & hom es, and secretary of the
board of pensions of the Presbyterian Church.
In addition to benefits (pension, disability, death
and medical) supported by dues paid by congre
gations or other employers, the board of pen
sions has a program of assistance, which pro
vides grants to m eet needs not covered by the
benefit package, and a program of housing
grants and retirem ent hom es for retired m inis
ters, m issionaries, and church workers. Bob was
in charge of these non-benefit or pension planrelated programs. He also served as corporate
secretary of the board. For the two years follow
ing retirem ent, he served as a consultant one
day a week, and in June ’89, he retired
completely.
Bob and his wife, M artha Sm ith ’42, have
four children, two in Michigan, one in Georgia,
and one in Florida, and have therefore m ade sev
eral trips south and west to visit, especially to
keep up with the 11 grandchildren. Back in ’87,
they spent two weeks in Hawaii to celebrate
Bob’s semi-retirement.
Now that he’s retired, Bob is busier than
ever with volunteer work. He took the H & R
Block basic tax course and spends the tax ses
sions doing returns under the IRS VITA pro
gram at the Hometown Senior Center in Media,
their county seat. T his led to volunteering two
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days a m onth as a senior advocate under the
Delaware County Legal Assistance Association.
He also serves as a trustee of the Gibbons
Home, a non-profit residence for 15 single
women of limited financial m eans, and is assis
tant treasurer to that organization. He is also a
director of the local Rotary Club.
Bob concludes, “Mainly, M artha and I are
simply enjoying being with each other. The last 10
to 15 years of work involved a lot of travel (without
her), so now we do our traveling together!”
A news release from Rochester, NY, head
ed “N orthrup/E dw ards,” indicates that twiceretired B ob Edw ards is re-entering the busi
ness world. Bob retired in 1982 from Eastm an
Kodak w here he had been director of corporate
information and in 1989 from the presidency of
the Advertising Council of Rochester. Bob’s new
organization will offer creative services to
Rochester advertising agencies.
Secretary: Ida Sn odgrass Arthurton, 4 7 3 7
T rin a A ve., D el City, O K 73115.

19 4 2
As their family is located in four different
states, Eleanor R ogers D eB olt and h e r hus
band, Warren ’41, travel a lot.
Jean H u d son and G inny Lee B igelow
are very active and helpful in the Euclid Avenue
Covenant Church in Cleveland. T his report was
given to m e (Les) from Jim Dowd, senior minis
ter of that church. Jim has known Ginny and
Harry Bigelow ’43 for m any years, as H arry was
the “young” m inister at the Dowd family church
in M assillon, years ago. Jim is the brother of
John C. Dowd ’55, a m em ber of T he Board of
Trustees at Wooster.
H arry ’43 and Ginny Bigelow enjoyed
their stay at the M ethodist conference center in
Lakeside. W hile there, they also had a miniWooster reunion. They took a class on ethics in
America taught by G ene B eem , and discovered
that Janet Kuhn S en n e was also in the class.
One day, Marian Floyd Francis ’44 visited them
at the conference center.
And speaking of class news, do you
rem em ber our first colum n (Fall, 1987) after our
45th reunion which said: Wouldn’t it be wonder
ful if we could pass on news about each one of
our class m em bers during this important fiveyear period? T hat is your secretaries’ challenge
to you! Can you help us m eet that goal, as we
move towards our gala 50th reunion?
Currently, we have heard from or about
nearly half of approximately 225 class m em bers.
Ninety of you have been “authors,” and news
about 20 of you has been sent in by classmates.
Our cup is nearly half full. How do we fill it to
the brim?
Secretaries: R u thm aiy W oolf C ohen, 1339
A rella B lvd., A n n Arbor, M I 48103; Lester E.
Elliott, 1406A O ld F a rm Rd., C ham paign, IL
61821.
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lfi50th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni W eekend
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brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
Plans for our 50th reunion are taking
shape, and we hope that m any of you will be in
W ooster in June. T he new Luce Hall, which is
air-conditioned, has been reserved for our use.
In addition to seeing each other, one of the best
things about this special reunion is that we are
guests of the College for the alumni breakfast
and our class luncheon and for our stay in the
residence hall.
Virginia Sallen bach Lyons writes that
she is very involved in classes and discussion
groups at her Glen Rock Com munity Church.
She also likes to bicycle and garden. She and
h e r husband, Marvin, live in Wyckoff, NJ, and
have three grandchildren.
Marian Charvat R enda is still working
as a clinical dietitian at the Ohio Valley Hospital
in Steubenville.
H ere are som e class m em bers who have
already indicated to our class president, Ruth
G ensbigler Gurney, that they will attend the
reunion: Jean S im m on s Brand, D onna
Myers Hagle, Chris Bryson Kern, George
and E u n ice “D ill” K ass P ope, Gilbert
“P u d g e” and Evelyn Carman H ole, Len and
A nne Carson Snyder, B ill and Jean K ingsley
Singer. We hope for at least a hundred more!
Secretary: Mary Elizabeth John sten Ellis,
2 8 3 3 Rocky Ridge, E l Paso, T X 79904.
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K en Fow ler responded to my (Frank’s)
request for news and revealed that he is retired,
in Orlando, FL, from his position as logistics
m anager for M artin-M arietta Corporation. He is
playing a lot of golf, doing som e traveling, bowl
ing weekly, and participating in the Orlando city
government. Ken, who did not attend our 50th,
m akes an interesting suggestion: a student
ought to do an IS on the psychological factors
that enter into an alum nus’ decision to attend or
not to attend class reunions.
Rev. Jean Hauter reported from Ames,
LA, that h e is retired as chaplain and pastor of
the Collegiate Presbyterian Church. Now, he is a
m em ber of a steering com m ittee to help a coun
cil on aging reach a cam paign goal of $489,456
for expansion of its facility. Jean served as m od
erator of the Iowa Synod in 1970. T he H auters
have four children: Beatrice, Jeannette, John,
Walter ’66.
On his reunion information form, Dr. M.
Edward Clark, tells us that he is involved in the
Shawnee Mission, in Kansas, and with the Uni
tarian Church. He passes tim e in retirem ent by
m aking wood furniture, lamps, and tables and
by writing poetry.
Jim M cN eese, the proud father of six, is
retired as president of the Sooner Life Insurance
Company. Jim completed his B.A. and L.L.B. at
the U of Oklahoma. Two of his children are
graduates of the College: John ’65 and
Rebecca ’72.
Margaret M aul Wagstaff has sold her
special hom e in Bellville and is returning to her
other hom e at 585 Barnard Ave., Mansfield, OH
44903. She is happy that she has only one yard
to keep groom ed. Now, maybe she can travel.

Ruth Rugen H erriott reported that she
and h e r husband, Paul, are the two unidentified
people in our class reunion photo. Ruth enjoyed
returning to Wooster, seeing old friends and the
wonderful changes to the cam pus. T he Herriotts
live in Cincinnati, and their two children also live
in Ohio. Since Paul retired from General Elec
tric, the H erriotts are busy volunteers at a hospi
tal and their church.
Doug ’39 and Ruth N u sb aum Form an
visited Ruth’s brother in Concord, MA, and
spent a fall weekend in New Haven, CT with
their daughters. In June, the Form ans enter
tained two 1990 W ooster graduates who are
working in Washington, DC.
I (Nancy) wish to thank E lleanor Rinehardt Finefirock for all the work she does as
our class agent. She is very dedicated to this
im portant W ooster program. Elleanor represent
ed our class of 1940 women’s group in the “W ”
Association Golf Tournament, playing in a four
som e with h e r son-in-law, Grant Sherwood ’65.
Its nice to know som eone who can still swing.
Hope ’91 is a good year. Your secretaries
are looking forward to receiving a card from you.
Secretaries: Frank Thatcher, 132 5 W arwick Dr.,
Lutherville, M D 21093; N ancy O stiye Miner,
5 0 9 Sm ithbridge Rd., W ilm ington, D E 19807.
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I (Don) received a good letter from
H ubert Hunt. During late May and the m onth
of June, he and his wife, Phoebe (H ouser ’43),
m ade a 6,700-mile trip, driving through 15 states
in the West. They renewed friendships with
som e classm ates and visited som e of their
relatives.
In Lincoln, NE, they saw Stan and Amy
Wright Vandersall. Stan, now retired from the
U of Nebraska, is teaching the classics to senior
citizens.
In Ogallala, NE, the H unts m et Latimer
N eale and his wife, Cornelia, who were on their
way east from their hom e in Fresno, CA, to
attend the annual New York conference of the
United M ethodist Church in Connecticut. From
there, the Neales planned to fly to England for a
two-week “Wesley tour” with Latimer’s brother,
Herb, and his wife, Evelyn, who also live in
Fresno. Herb and Evelyn have three daughters
and one son. Latimer and Cornelia have three
sons: Latimer F. ’69, Philip ’67, Gordon ’76.
Congratulations to the following couples
who recently celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversaries: Grant and Margie (Bowser ’38)
Rose; Earl and Ruth (Lyle ’37) Relph; Jim and
Ruth (Thompson ’37) Evans.
T he sum m er m onths were som ewhat dif
ferent for the Mills. On July 3, M itch (Young
’37) had em ergency surgery to remove a rup
tured appendix. Not to be left out, I (Don) had
em ergency gall bladder surgery on Aug. 15.
Happily, we are both back to leading fairly nor
mal lives. I am still spending hours trying to fig
ure out M edicare forms. M any of you, fm sure,
have had sim ilar experiences with medical
forms.
A lbine Farges Petrignani, who lives in
M arseille, France, attended our 50th reunion.
She and h e r husband, Fran^oise, have five chil
dren and eight grandchildren.
Since retiring about six years ago,
C harles ’40 and Betty Kate Rath have enjoyed
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traveling. T he Raths, who live in H arpers Ferry,
WV, have four children: C harles E. ’67, Freder
ick 70, Elizabeth 72, Robert.
In Kettering, D onna Cam pbell Reagan
is a soloist for an a cappella choir. She and her
husband, Delmar, have one son.
Last summer, B ob and Fran Jen k s
M yers enjoyed a trip to Alaska.
Grant R ose wrote that our class was wellrepresented at the Oct. 13 dedication of Luce
Hall. He and H ubert H unt and their spouses
attended the elegant affair. You will recall that
our class donated $170,000 from our 50-year gift
to the College for the new residence hall build
ing fund. It was our class gift that put the build
ing fund “over the top,” and our gift was spent
for a library which is located off the main
lounge. W hen you are on cam pus, be sure to
tour Luce Hall!
Your secretaries encourage all of you to
write a card with news for the class column.
Secretaries: D on ald H. M ills, 1521 E. 2 2 1 st St.,
E uclid, O H 4 4117; Barbara M orse Leonard,
16 7 6 2 6 th St., Cuyahoga Falls, O H 44223.
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Ever since our graduation, we have all
been aware of the contribution John Johnston
has m ade to the college in tim e and expertise.
He has served as trustee, president of the Alum
ni Association, was in charge of the very suc
cessful financial drive for the class’ 50th anniver
sary gift, and he and M arie have hosted parties
in their hom e m any tim es for our five-year
reunions. T he class surely thanks the Johnstons
for their devotion.
Recently, I (Louise) had a long letter
from John, telling about his current activities
since he has reduced his practice of law to
alm ost zero. At the tim e of writing, he had just
returned from traipsing around Austria and
southern Germ any on the College’s Alpine Capi
tals Tour. He had a great tim e and gave the high
est of com m endations to Frank K norr as tour
director. He said Frank’s experience in planning,
organizing, and m anaging tours m ade life both
comfortable and interesting for all 25 of them .
Maybe m ore of us should consider a Woostersponsored tour!
Marie’s arthritis prevents h e r from travel
ing, but they both enjoy having their sons and
their families, including four grandchildren,
nearby. One son practices law in W ooster in the
family firm, and the other is a lawyer in Colum
bus. “T h u s,” says John, “within a radius of 100
miles we have all of the world’s m ost im portant
people.”
T he West seem s to have a particular
appeal for John. He m akes three or four trips to
M ontana during the year to “annoy the trout and
enjoy the exhilaration of the western scenery
and people.” He has been to Yellowstone every
year but two since his first visit in 1962. It has
becom e for him a center of enjoyment and inter
est. Speaking of the fire of ’88, he told of riding
with a guide through 20 m iles of the Clover Mist
burn area. Although the fire-blackened stum ps
and trees were always evident, “the signs of new
life and growth overwhelmed any sense of sad
ness. As we rode through hundreds of acres of
new lush graze and wild flowers, my guide point-

ed out that prior to the fire we would have been
riding through heavily canopied forest w here
only sparse growth of ground wortle would have
covered the shaded earth. I believe that future
visitors to the park will enjoy seeing evidence of
nature’s cycle of death and rebirth, a lesson
which is im portant for all of us to experience
and understand.”
Gordy ’39 and I (Louise) have just
returned from a trip to Europe in which we visit
ed several of the European capitals, too. We were
in London, Paris, Rome, and Vienna, with a few
places in between. Vienna was the place I was
particularly interested in visiting, and we really
did love it. To quote John, and to give everyone
som ething to think about, “you spoke of Vienna.
I hope you enjoyed it as m uch as I did. It is a
truly great city, both beautiful and civilized.
W hat a place for our 60th reunion!”
E lsa G ruber A lexander and h e r hus
band, George, are settled in their new retire
m ent-health care hom e. It is close enough to
Princeton, so they can continue to go to their
church and keep up with their friends. M ean
while, they are m aking new friends and enjoying
the variety of activities at their new home.
Address: M onroe Village, 4-102, One David
Brainerd Dr., Jam esburg, NJ 08831.
Secretaries: L ouise H arris Southard, 4 1 4 3
H illdale, M em phis, T N 38117; Ralph F. Carl,
108 S. A rlington St., Greencastle, I N 46135.
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Congratulations to Jim ’39 and Ruth
T hom p son Evans, who recently celebrated
th eir 50th wedding anniversary. For the actual
celebration, they had a family get-together at a
resort in New York. T heir son, Jim ’66, flew from
London for the occasion. Afterwards, Jim and
Ruth took a cruise. “It was a wonderful celebra
tion of 50 wonderful years together,” they wrote.
W hile visiting our children in Atlanta, GA,
I (Nunny) had the opportunity to talk with
Mary Ann N eel Blackwood. She is in good
health and keeps busy visiting children and
grandchildren. She also took a trip to China and
Russia.
En route to Naples, FL, w here we (the
Bodleys) have been going each year since Lew
retired, we called P eg M iller Townsend. She is
a one-woman-chamber-of-commerce enthusiast
for Sun City, FL, w here she and A1 have lived
these past years. In Sept., they visited children
and grandchildren in the Northeast.
John M ack wrote to the Van B olts that
he and his wife are both well and enjoying tak
ing trips around Colorado. They live in Fort
Collins.
Betty C lepper Reyer played a lot of golf
this summer. During the winter, she resum es
h e r activities: teaching a class at church, help
ing search for a new associate pastor, going to
aerobics, and being active in a m ental health
support group.
Q uerida Duval D u nn sent a note of
thanks to the Van Bolts for h e r birthday card.
Recently, h e r two daughters and one grand
daughter helped celebrate h e r birthday.
In Oct., B ob C hegw idden and his wife
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. He
prom ises to write m ore news later.
We are happy to hear that Wes Stoneburner is recovering nicely from his second
coronary by-pass operation. He retired in July,

1988, and he and his wife, Betsy, live in Lookout
Mountain, TN.
Lawson S ton eb um er, also retired, lives
in Greenville, SC. He attended this 57th high
school reunion as did Jim Westhafer, from
Grand Island, NY.
P aul D illey retired as M edicare district
m anager of Nationwide Insurance and lives in
W inter Haven, FL. He spends the sum m er
m onths at Chautauqua, NY.
Ralph E sh elm an ’s address is 24460
M iddlebelt Rd., Farm ington Hills, MI 48018.
For the past few years, Betty W ilson
D avis has been living with h e r daughter in
Arcadia, CA. D uring the fall, she and a friend
tripped across the country to view the foliage in
the N ortheast.
We send our sympathy to Sara D illey
Entzi, who lost h e r husband, Andrew. She lives
in Youngstown.
It is not too soon to start planning our
55th reunion, so please send your suggestions
to our class president, Norvin H ein, or to your
class secretaries.
Secretaries: Charlotte Fader B odley, 6 7 2 9
Wetheridge Dr., C incinnati, O H 4 5230; Jam es
Scotland, 2 3 P alom ino L ane, Bedford, N H
03102.
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M55th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni W eekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
Sherm an A. Wengerd, exploration geol
ogist and professor of geology em eritus at the U
of New Mexico, was awarded Honorary Life
M em bership in the A lbuquerque Geological
Society at the 1989 annual m eeting, in Albu
querque, of the Rocky M ountain section of the
American Association of Petroleum Geologists
(AAPG). T he Society also dedicated th eir formal
volume, “Energy Resources, Discovery and
Recovery,” to Wengerd. A past president of
AAPG and form er national editor of that interna
tional organization, he was awarded the AAPG
Honorary Life M em bership in 1977. He received
his Ph.D. in geology from Harvard in 1947.
Florence and Sherm an Wengerd celebrat
ed their 50th wedding anniversary in Albu
querque on June 17,1990, w here hundreds of
guests from all over the country w ished them
another 50 years of happiness. T he party was
arranged by their daughters, Anne, Diana, and
Stephanie.
In early May, W illiam Kieffer wrote:
“Once a year we trek to the N orthw est (Yakima,
WA) for a high school graduation. T his year,
Beta of the Alpha, Beta, Gamma series of grand
children graduates.” For nine of the 10 years fol
lowing Bill’s retirem ent, he and Elaine (Steele
’37) have lived in Walnut Creek, CA. Two days a
week, Bill hikes six to eight m iles with a club of
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“oldsters.” He also enjoys som e “on-the-edge-of
science,” as a docent at the Lawrence Hall of
Science in Berkeley.
W hen H enry Lee wrote, he and Gladys
were staying with their daughter, M argaret Scott
'69, and h e r husband, Dennis, at their lakeside
hom e in Germantown, TN. Last Aug., they all
took a cruise to the M editerranean on the Royal
Princess.

Marjorie G lenn B u sse rt Crowe, who
received h e r B.S. in library science from Case
Western Reserve U, responded to our request
for biographical details of h e r full and interest
ing life. Marjorie is the m other of three B ussert
sons: John, Bruce, Richard. She m arried Walter
R. Crowe on May 3, 1986, and they now live in
Ann Arbor, MI. A hom em aker and retiree, h e r
interests include piano and recorder, and she
was formerly an avid garden club member. She
is a m em ber of AAUW, the Episcopal Church,
and is in training for the lay chaplaincy of St.
Clare’s Church, and is still active in Oikos Min
istries, Inc., of Delmor, NY. She has 10
grandchildren.
A rleen D od ez and Audra S h ook K inch
enjoyed their trip to New Orleans, via Nashville
and M ontgomery, in May. Among their enjoy
able activities was a dinner cruise, attending
plays at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, and
breakfast at Brennan’s in New Orleans.
T he latest roster of our class, compiled on
July 23, 1990, by the Alumni Office shows that
we have 91 women and 72 m en for a total of 163
(for whom we have addresses). Ninety-nine per
cent of the 163 have apparently lost the ability to
write anything about them selves during the last
six m onths. As a consequence, m ost of your
men’s secretary’s contribution to this issue of
Wooster is about one of the m ost forgettable
m em bers of the class, Sherm Wengerd; when
he was railroaded into the job of class secretary,
he threatened to do just that — write about
himself!
T he new 1990 Alumni Directory lists over
34,000 alumni of the College from the classes of
1870 through 1989, plus current and form er
m em bers of the Board of Trustees, faculty and
administration. Also included is a list of 1989-90
students. T he geographical list is particularly
useful. JefTIodd ’83, director of alumni relations,
invites anyone needing a current address of a
W ooster friend or wishing to report a change of
information to call the alumni recorders 216-2632327 or 2328. All m em bers of the class of 1936
(and other classes) are listed separately in the
back of the Directory with an asterisk by the
nam es of our departed classm ates. Truly, an
amazing compilation. By all m eans, buy this
m arvelous new Directory!
A call for help! Your men’s secretary has
sent pleas for information (on bended knees!) to
a num ber of classm ates. Very few returned the
stamped envelopes. So, if you have news about
the following m ysterious gentlem en, please let
us know: Bill Bender, C harles Brown, Bill
Crothers, Murray Drysdale, Jim Gregg, Byron
Johnson, Walt M ason, J. Bailey McNitt, Ed M er
rill, Richard B. Myers, M orrie Oldham, Bob
Ramsey, Earl Roudebush, M ark Seward, Glen
Shepler, Hall W eisenborn, A rden Welty, Norm
Wiley.
Secretaries: Laura C ocks Cox, 4 9 W alnut St.,
Wellsboro, PA 16901; Sherm an Wengerd, 1040
Stanford Dr., N .E ., A lbuquerque, N M 87106.
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A recent issue of “Briefly,” the newsletter
of Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, carried an
interesting and informative book review by Ver
non Sm ith, a m em ber of the group’s national
comm ittee. T he book Vernon reviewed was A
People’s History o f the United States by Howard
Zinn. Vernon and his wife, Ruth (Ferris ’37) live
at 3522 Areca St., Punta Gorda, FL 33950.
Following our reunion, Elberton Sm ith
left for an Elderhostel at Hawaii Loa College.
Elberton lives at 590 Country Club Dr., San Luis
Abispo, CA 93401.
In July, our women’s secretary, Olive
K im m ell Barclay, had knee surgery. We send
our concern and prayers for h e r speedy
recovery.
Sympathy of the class is extended to
Harry Crewson, whose wife, M artha, died
Sept. 1,1990. You will rem em ber that she attend
ed our 55th reunion with Harry. She had a dis
tinguished career as a teacher in Ohio schools
for m ore than 20 years.
B ill Flory is completing the restoration of
historic Bel Air plantation as his residence in
W oodbridge, VA. He opens the hom e for charita
ble fund-raising projects and for m eetings of
charitable organizations.
P aul Francis is serving on the board of
directors of the Oregon Shakespeare Festival.
D uring the m onth of August, the portrait
and landscape paintings by A lice Tooker were
exhibited at Vista del Monte. Alice, a resident of
Sam arkand Retirement Community in Santa
Barbara, CA, is a m em ber of the Santa Barbara
Art Association.
Following our reunion, your secretary
(Bill) and his wife, Alice, crossed the country
twice by Amtrak, from Boston, MA, to Portland,
OR, w here they attended the Rotary Internation
al convention and back. On Oct. 1, we moved to
a life care facility for our winter hom e. We still
have our sum m er hom e in Farm ington, ME.
T he Burgers decided to plan ahead, while they
are both in excellent shape. See below for our
October-May new address.
Secretary: William Burger, 1300 South B order
Ave., #264, Weslaco, T X 78596 (Oct-M ay); P.O.
Box 350, F arm ington, M E 0 4 9 3 8 (S u m m er).
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Hurray! One person heard my pleas to
h ear from those who had offered to help gather
news! Some of you may be hearing from E sther
Larr Harrow or Dorothy Harrow Flower, who
is sharing E sther’s list. Such honesty and will
ingness should not go unnoticed!
Mary Evelyn R eed M ellon sent a newsy
letter. She keeps busy with volunteer work at a
hospital, being a deacon and substitute church
school teacher, and legislative chair for A.A.R.P.
She has the sam e ambivalence about such activ
ities as many of us do — enjoyment in being
involved but longing at tim es for som eone else
to do the job. Mary5s family is scattered in the
states of Connecticut, Texas, and Colorado, but
visits add excitem ent to family ties.

A long silence was broken by E sther
E m erson Stough, who now lives in Bradenton,
FL, where, she says, “B e s s M acK intosh
K now les m asterm inds the W ooster Club of the
area.” E sther’s gone through the hard adjust
m ents following the sudden death of a spouse
but “with supportive friends and lots of faith,
one goes on.” Many of us can relate very person
ally to that! She also volunteers, enjoys h e r
apartm ent, and keeps in touch with friends in
M cKeesport, PA, her form er home.
E sther m ade a good suggestion: be sure
the nam es are in sam e order as the persons in
class pictures. (Alas! Time changes our looks!)
E un ice N ich ols sent a snapshot, and I’d
recognize her. You may rem em ber an earlier
report that all h e r possessions were lost in a
dreadful fire. She now has an apartm ent in a
senior highrise but m isses h e r wonderful library
that went up in smoke. She spent the last few
years caring for an invalid friend; following h er
death, Eunice is now renewing h e r form er
friendships and activities.
Travelers alert! R. Lynn H utch ison says
“We would welcome any visitors in the vicinity of
A lbuquerque or Santa Fe.” He and his wife
retired to Cochiti Lake, NM (87041) 14 years
ago. They enjoy their life, general good health,
and traveling. Going to India or cruising Cape
Horn are possible trips next year. T hanks for the
invitation (one of my favorite areas, near Ghost
Ranch) and your letter — we’ll look forward to a
travelogue in ’91!
In Feb., Everett and M ildred Lobban
Seaton plan to fly to the Dominican Republic to_
visit their granddaughter, Sally Ann Robson ’89,
who is with the Peace Corps in Moco.
B e iy l Young D enn y and h e r husband,
Fred, are good exam ples of the m iracles of mod
ern medicine. After hip (hers) and knee (his)
replacem ents last winter, they are now able to
care for their garden and lawn. She says: “we’re
both free now!” Beryl reports that Joel ’37 and
Mary E llen Fram e Weaver have moved to
Charlotte, NC, to be near their daughter and her
family, and that Thelm a Martin Dyer looks
great but has som e arthritis problem s. (Like
m ost of us, I m ight add!)
“Ricky,” Margaret R ick seck er Baxter,
wrote from their cottage in Canada that the fish
ing was only fair but enough to eat, that during
the winters, Florida offers golf, aerobics, and
line dancing in which she and h e r husband,
Pete, can participate. T he Baxters’ oldest grand
child is w orking on an M.B.A. and the youngest
has com pleted first grade — com puter science
to the thrill of reading! Ricky says: “O ur favorite
traveling now is on cruises — last year it was the
Panam a Canal.” We can all echo h e r last line:
‘T h in k about Wooster often — it was a very spe
cial four years!”
From New Suffolk, NY, Charles Magill
w rites that he and his wife, Mildred (Schott ’31),
have been m arried for over 56 years. T he Magills’ daughter, Judith Wallace, is a ’61 graduate of
the College, and h e r son, Jam es, is in his junior
year at Wooster.
Don’t be modest, folks, we want to hear
about everyone. We’re the classy class of ’34!
Secretary: Elizabeth Lapham W ills, 3 8 7 3 M ontevista R d ., Cleveland, O H 44121.
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Sadly, we send sympathy to Dorothy
B o o n e S p ace and Elizabeth N ewstetter Reidel. Dorothy’s husband, M axwell E. Space,
died on April 20,1990. M ax was a m em ber of
Fifth Section, an econom ics major, and an active
m em ber of the class of ’33. Dottie rem em bers
that he worked to get 12:00 p.m. “per” for our
senior prom — without success. W hat a differ
ence the years have m ade at Wooster! Eliza
b e th ’s husband, Leonard Reidel, died on
Sept. 16,1990.
M any thanks to Ethel M cCullough
Schm idt who supplies m e with m ore informa
tion about class m em bers than anyone else. She
reports that Bob and M artha S ieh l H ill and Ed
’35 and Em ily K oester F oster are doing well —
no details of activity. In mid-August, Ethel,
Marge B elow Au, and Betty Ledyard Loveys,
all of whom were together in high school as well
as at Wooster, had a mini-reunion in Lakewood
with other high school friends. Betty now lives
in Saratoga Springs, NY.
G eorge H arris and Judy (Elliott ’31)
have returned to their hom e in A nderson, IN,
after completing the 15th in the long series of
interim pastorates since their retirem ent in 1977.
On a recent trip to Baltimore, Judy visited with
h e r college room mate, Jean Rotheram
Tbmko ’31.
After a knee operation, Eleanor Trunkey
M iller is recuperating at hom e. She thinks that
progress is slow, but it is steady.
Sympathy goes to M ildred Creighton
Barry, w hose stepmother, Anne Creighton, died
Sept. 4,1990, at the age of 101. “Mil” is a student
at St. Johns River Com munity College, taking a
course on introduction to m icrocom puters. She
is finance chair and treasurer of the town coun
cil of Penney Farm s, FL. Congratulations, Mil,
on keeping active and keeping up with the
com puter age.
Secretary: H. Alberta Colclaser, 361 H olm es
B lvd., Wooster, O H 44691.
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T he 55-year m arriage of E llen Krabill
H ostetler and h e r husband, Chauncey ’30,
ended on Aug. 8,1990, with Ellen’s death. Our
sympathy goes to her husband and four chil
dren. Chauncey’s address: 29 Pinebrook Dr.,
Bluffton, OH 45817.
We heard from Dorothy S im p son
S ch lossn agel that H elena H eid Stack lost h e r
husband, John, also in August. Helena will carry
on his ice supply business in Middletown, NY,
until it can be sold. She also plans to continue
h e r volunteer activities at h e r church and with
Salvation Army program s. H er address is 239
Highland Ave., Middletown, NY 10940. Our best
wishes to you, Helena.
Dorothy Schlossnagel is a volunteer at the
nursing center in the retirem ent comm unity
where she lives and is reasonably busy with the
activities of the community.
A note from Eleanor Step h en s Sw aney
says that h e r children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren keep h e r mind alert. She is work
ing on a scrap book of quotations and
memorabilia.
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A newsy letter cam e from Harriet
Painter H opkins. In June, she and Dean ’30,
attended Com m encem ent to see their grand
daughter, Cheryl Wilson, and Jim MacMillan’s
(’33) granddaughter, Diane MacMillan, gradu
ate. T he Hopkins also attended Dean’s 60th
reunion at Wooster. W hile there, they saw Libby
H ainer P restel, B ill McAfee, Carol
G ustafson Dix, and Ford R oss.
Also in June, both H arriet and Dean were
delegates to the Presbyterian Peacem aking 2000
conference in Washington, DC. H arriet contin
ues h e r volunteer work at the One World
Shoppe.
From Sun City, AZ, Virginia Burkhardt
T hom p son writes that she is enjoying h e r love
ly apartm ent in Wooddale Village. She is a m em 
ber of the First Presbyterian C hurch of Sun City
and is active in the women’s group.
Secretaries: Virginia A n derson Crowl, 10501
L agrim a D e Oro N .E ., A pt. 4103, A lbuquerque,
N M 87111; B ailey W hitcom b, 113 O liver PL,
H am burg, N Y 14075.
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=a]60th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
M any of our class m em bers seem to be
moving, not just on their feet, but to sm aller
quarters. Libby M iller P ow ers has moved to
Portland, OR, to be near h e r daughter.
Ruth R oper Sn ider is now at Founda
tion Park, 1621 Byrne Rd., Toledo, OH 43614.
Jean M cC uskey attended the Spoleto
Festival in Charleston, SC. T he trip was a gift
from h e r sister, Dorothy, for Jean’s 80th birthday.
Jean reported seeing Hal and Callie W ilson
Bow m an at a restaurant in Canton.
T he teaching habit is too hard to break,
says Kate Shaver Worls, who subs at the
W heeling, WV, school w here she used to per
form daily duties.
Attending Elderhostels is one of the sum 
m er pleasures for Betty Francis Spahn. She
and Sally M oore went on a tour of downtown
Cleveland which ended at the Flats, w here they
had lunch. T he surprise of the trip was having
Lois B lack B ing as their tour director. T he
tour was sponsored by the Fairm ont Presbyteri
an Church.
Before h e r retirem ent in 1974, Gladys
Hower taught elem entary school for 40 years in
h e r hometown, Warren. After retiring, she
becam e active in volunteer work: Red Cross,
Mobile Meals, and varied activities of the First
Presbyterian Church. She and h e r sister, Betty
’24, have traveled in Europe, the M iddle East,
and m ost of the States. Gladys is now a Stephens
m inister and is a m em ber of the DAR. No won
der she sits and knits lap robes for the veterans.
T hree rousing cheers for such active m em bers
of th e senior citizens.
P hilip Young is another active citizen. In
Fairfield, IA, he is on the city council, is the
mayor pro tern of Fairfield, chair of the county
com m ittee to install the enhanced 911 telephone

system of Jefferson County, a m em ber of the
board that operates Semco, a three-county land
fill, and on two com m ittees of the cham ber of
comm erce. Church work also keeps him busy.
He is the clerk of the First Presbyterian Church
and is on the nom ination com m ittee of Pres
bytery. None of the above carries a salary, he
says. T d like to trade them for a paper route.”
We are happy to hear that Ruth Novak
B retsch neid er is now feeling better. She was
hospitalized in August with a mild h eart attack.
Ruth lives in Sun City, AZ.
A note from Ed Am: “As the officiallyappointed sports historian for the “W ” Associa
tion, I have spent m any hours in research, since
early 1988, on the history of athletics at the Col
lege, circa 1870 to the time of Coach Boles’
death in 1945. At the m om ent, I am just about to
complete the school year 1930-31. It is my hope
to establish a reference source, for the tim e indi
cated, for those who will follow and may have
need for such a source. It may develop into a
story or perhaps m erely a work containing stats
and records only or a combination of both.”
Ed, president of our class, and a commit
tee are at work planning our 60th reunion. O ther
activities also keep Ed busy: he is an active
m em ber of the Touchdown Club and the Down
town Rebounders; serves on the selection com
m ittee of the “W ” Association’s Athletic Hall of
Fame; is a board m em ber and past-executive
secretary of the Wayne County Sports Hall of
Fame.
On Sept. 15, Jinny Jeffrey, Sally Moore,
Evelyn Craig, and I (Katherine) m et to begin
planning for our 60th reunion. On Oct. 19, we
had lunch at Jinny’s where Ed A m and Fern
Patterson brought m ore ideas. By the tim e you
see these notes, you’ll already know the details.
Save your strength for the next bash!
Secretaries: Trevor G ross, 1 4 9 6 7 R olling H ills
Dr., M ontrose, CO 81401; Katherine Schantz,
6 1 6 S. M a in St., Orrville, O H 44667.

19 3 0
A nother long-absent b rother checks in —
B ob Giffin. Bob has enjoyed a full and complete
life as an ordained Episcopal m inister in the
West and Midwest for the past 40 years. During
this time, he has also built, repaired, and played
the organ and traveled. But, he confesses, he
gave up golf in 1936 w hen a 76-year-old woman,
using only a putter, beat him soundly. Drop him
a line at 226 Kitchen Rd., Sequim, WA 98382.
At the Hanover annual alumni day last
May, our own Frank B aker received the Distin
guished Service Award from the Hanover Col
lege Alumni Association. Frank served that col
lege nearly 30 years as professor of English and
journalism until retiring in 1975. In addition to
teaching, he also edited college publications and
delved into and published a history of the com 
munity. A well-deserved, if belated, salute to
Frank!
Your secretary’s (Tom’s) note to Bob
W estphal, of Modesto, CA, was returned with a
notation that Bob had died on Sept. 17,1990, fol
lowing a heart attack. Bob received his medical
degree from Johns Hopkins and had practiced
m edicine for m any years. M any classm ates will
rem em ber Bob’s wicked fast ball which psyched
out opposing batters before they even lifted a
bat.
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O ur esteem ed class president, A1 J o h n 
son, along with his extended family, spent a
large part of the sum m er doing the National
Parks by van. He seem s to have survived the
m osquitoes and bears in good shape, and we
have extracted his prom ise to serve as our infor
mal informant on cam pus affairs at the College.
M ore and m ore of our classm ates are
moving to retirem ent comm unities. Tony ’31 and
E sther Lane T oensm eier gave up their hom e
after 36 years and now live in the Village of Hershey’s Mill in West Chester, PA. They spend the
winters in Palm Springs, CA.
Lillian S cu d d er F ish has moved to
Pleasant Hill, TN, w here she has bought a hom e
in Uplands Retirement Village. She lives there
with h e r 90-year-old sister, who was a medical
m issionary in India for m any years.
Still living in their hom es are Ruth
Hoerr M etzler and Margaret G uille in Woost
er and Margaret McAflfee Auble in Orrville.
M argaret Guille, who is active in h e r church and
comm unity and Poetry Club, still finds tim e to
take a trip once in awhile.
I (Bernice) also have the pleasure of still
living in my house. It keeps one alert to m eet
the challenge of tracking down som eone to fix
the roof, cut down trees dam aged by storm s, and
patch the driveway. I, too, go off on trips to get
away from it all!
Anna Snively Wainger has the sam e
fun, in the w inter in h e r hom e in Tucson, AZ,
and in the sum m er up on Mt. Lemon, a beauti
ful spot with cool and unpolluted air and few
people. H er trusty dog, Rava, keeps her
company.
H annah Royer Saurer and h e r hus
band, Howard ’27, fly h ere and there and every
w here and live in Scottsdale, AZ, in the winter.
Home base is Cuyahoga Falls.
And who do you think m ight be snorkeling right now down in St. Croix? Fran Crane
B ourns, th a fs who. Well, I only know what I
read in those questionaires!
Secretaries: Tom M ills, 3 1 8 3 N . Q uincy St.,
A rlington, VA 22207; B ern ice R e es Snively,
8 1 6 Phillips Rd. N .E ., M assillon, O H 44646.
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From Denver, CO, Clara M arch Turner
writes that she continues to live in a retirem ent
center. T he stroke which she suffered two years
ago, just after h e r husband died, has m ade her
too weak to finish h e r work on the family histo
ry. She hopes that h e r niece will be able to
finish it.
Frances Crane Bourns ’30 writes that Red
B ourns is m aking good progress after his
fourth total hip replacem ent.
For Dorothy M cCuskey, there were two
high spots in 1990. T he first was a two-week
cruise to Alaska, and the second was the devel
opm ent of a new rose garden. It was profession
ally planted and maintained. “All I have to do is
enjoy the flowers,” says Dorothy.
Betty (Bunn ’28) and I (Tom) attended
Hom ecom ing at Wooster. We were amazed that
we were the only persons listed for the ’20s
classes on the board in Lowry Center. We went
to visit our granddaughter, M ary Ellen McCul
lough ’93, and to witness the celebration of the
50th anniversary of the introduction of the kiltieclad Scot Band with its bagpipers and dancing

NOTES

lassies. T here m ust have been 120-140 band
m em bers on parade. W hat a sight. They are the
best! T hose uniforms sure beat the black and
gold capes and overseas caps that our 32-piece
band wore when we were students. T he visit
brought back wonderful m em ories, and the
cam pus with its fall garb was as beautiful as
ever.
Let me know what you did this past sum 
m er or what you’re going to do this winter.
Please write!
Secretary: Tom M cCullough, 1 2 540 E dgewater
Dr., #706, Lakewood, O H 44107.
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Art Rom ig writes that he and his wife,
Helen (Anderson ’29), are back to norm al activi
ty in Santa Fe, NM, following a year of medical
problem s. In June, the Romigs had a family
gathering in Lancaster, PA, to celebrate the 85th
birthday of John Romig ’27. Among other family
m em bers present for the delightful occasion
were Joseph Romig ’35, Marilie Romig Blan
chard ’62, David Blanchard ’58, Lucy Romig
Eyster ’58, Art and Helen (Anderson ’29) Romig
and, of course, John.
Later in the summer, Helen and Art went
to Seattle, WA, for a visit with Betty Romig
Nicholson ’55 and spent a delightful day with
Sandy Lehm an, on a trip to M ount Ranier.
Secretary: A lice R icksecker Paton, 766
F airview Circle, Wooster, O H 44691.
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We are getting low on news, so your let
ters are indeed welcome.
T he news of E m m a Sk inner’s death
cam e to us too late to be m entioned in our col
um n last issue, but we trust you read the
account in the Fall obituary column. Em m a’s
return for h e r 50th reunion after a long absence
was a joy to her, and h e r special association with
the College was of interest to m any Woosterians.
Faithful correspondent M artha N apier
N olan sends h e r greetings from Palm Springs,
CA, w here she was on vacation. She was looking
forward to the new Alumni Directory.
In a recent column, we spoke of the
famous round-robin still in circulation am ong a
group of ’27 friends. T he nam e of Dorothy
Franz Fudge was unintentionally omitted.
Dorothy had the m isfortune recently to fall and
break h e r hip. She and h e r husband are resi
dents of Friendship Village, a retirem ent com 
plex near Columbus.
A long, newsy letter from Mary Kohr
reports excellent results from h e r sum m er gar
den. At that time, she was waiting for a good
frost before bringing in som e twenty winter
squash still out there in the garden patch. Mary
keeps in touch with Grace Lowers H ahn and
was rejoicing with the rest of us to see W ooster’s
nam e included in the list of Am erica’s Best Col
leges as featured in U.S. News & World Report.
I (Florence) had the good fortune to
spend my 62nd wedding anniversary on a lun
cheon cruise around Lake Geneva, WI. Since I
spent five sum m ers there in the 1920s and m et
my future husband there, a walking tour around
College Camp on its w estern shore exploring
old haunts was a rare treat for one of my age.

Marjorie B urtsfield Pelton, Mary Park
H enke, and Miriam Painter Palm er ’28 also
spent sum m ers at College Camp. Since it was
the conference site for YMCA and YWCA con
ferences, m any Wooster graduates will rem em 
ber being sent there as delegates by those
organizations so active in our college
generation.
O sie D ru sh el F eu sier welcomed her
first great-grandchild in April. Congratulations,
Osie.
Myrtle R o ss H awken is still enjoying
her life in Calgary, Canada, and glad she m ade
the move to be nearer her daughter. She would
be happy to h ear from anyone going through
that area.
Last May, A lice C hilds G rosjean and
daughter Judy Benoist ’60 had a fun-filled and
educational trip to Italy. They travelled by bus for
twenty days from Milan in the north to Rome.
They crisscrossed the countryside through
Verona, Padua, Pisa, Florence and the interest
ing hill towns of Sienna, Assisi, and others. A
breathtaking drive, for the oldest and the
youngest of the group.
Secretary: F lorence P ainter Griffith, 1 5 7 7
Cleveland R d ., Wooster, O H 44691.
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®65th Reunion/June 6-9,1991
Presidents’ letters and reunion questionnaires
have been mailed to all classes celebrating
reunions in June, and the Alumni Weekend
brochure will arrive in the near future. M ean
while, please return your reunion questionnaire
to inform the College and your classm ates about
your recent activities.
Disappointed that news in our class col
um n is sparse, Edith Fuller A itken-C ade sent
us a sum m ary of h e r life following graduation.
After receiving h e r R.N. from the Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing, she went to Rhode
sia (now Zimbabwe), Africa, as a m issionary
nurse. After serving for seven years on the m is
sion station, she m arried Stewart Aitken-Cade,
and they settled into a life of farm ing and raising
their family. H er husband was elected to the
Rhodesian Parliam ent and served until 1961.
After h e r husband died in 1975, Edith returned
to the States to live with h e r youngest son and
his family. She has two sons, two daughters, 13
grandchildren, one great-granddaughter, and
two great-grandsons.
Before she fell and broke h e r left fem ur in
Aug., 1989, Edith had enjoyed good health. Until
last year, she had been able to travel to visit h er
children and their families in Africa but now vis
its by telephone and mail have to suffice. She
uses a walker to get around and keeps busy
reading, writing letters, knitting, and crocheting.
T hank you, Edith, for your good letter.
H arlan M oore writes that h e traveled to
Europe last sum m er and saw the passion play at
O beram m ergau before returning hom e.
T here was a mini-reunion w hen your sec
retary and Vida Hurst K err ’35, who were on a
two-day tour of Amish country, m et David and
Betty Dalzell K oester ’36s, and they enjoyed
som e of the planned activities together.
Secretary: Margaret K oester Welly, Rt. 5, Box
180, M t. Pleasant, PA 15666.
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Your secretaries appreciated all of the let
ters and notes from classm ates who could not
attend the 65th reunion. We will add all of your
m essages and good w ishes eventually.
F loren ce Rapp Cowie “would like to
stroll through H oldens halls again,” as m any of
you would. Florence and H elen H oagland
attend the sam e church in Chicago, so they
share news of Wooster.
M argaret M cC uskey Ewing assures us
that she “keeps W ooster and h e r friends in
m em ory and prayers.” Angina and other m atters
limit h e r activities to som e extent. H er daughter,
grandchildren, and their families live within
driving distance of W estm inster Gardens,
Duarte, CA, w here M argaret lives.
Although M arcelyn K etchum Lengel
did not m anage to m eet with our class, she did
spend a short tim e in W ooster on Saturday of
reunion weekend. Too early to visit with us at
the Wooster Inn, she did go to Lowry Center and
enjoyed seeing the cam pus. She says: “W ooster
was a real joy to visit. I was delighted to see a
few familiar faces.” M arcelyn has discovered
another W ooster graduate at the Elyria United
M ethodist Home: Elizabeth Hamilton Bunch
’16. They share news and m em ories of Wooster.
A recent package from Frank Leyshon
brought us m em orabilia from our college years:
m any interesting pictures, program s, party
m enus, class letters from 1929, etc. All has been
given to the Alumni Office for safe keeping.
T hanks, Frank.
W hen Mac M cN utt was in W ooster to
see his sister-in-law, Leah H art M cNutt ’26, your
secretaries had a good visit with him and an
opportunity to show him Scheide Music C enter
and the beautiful new Luce Hall. Both buildings
are north of what we think of as Prexy W isharf s
college hom e. T he area is being landscaped and
m akes an impressive addition to the campus.
In Sept., I (Edna) spent a delightful week
in Santa Barbara, CA, with Ruth P erk in s
Cropp. She and a few other W oosterians live in
T he Sam arkand, a beautiful hom e surrounded
by beds of colorful flowers, interesting trees, and
views of m ountains and the Pacific. Ruth
planned a reunion luncheon with M ary Jean
Buccalo ’27, Alice ’35 and M ary D elm er Tooker
’39, and form er associate registrar, Ruth Linn,
who now lives in Santa Barbara. We m issed see
ing Bob Ramsey ’36 and his wife who were on
vacation. In spite of poor vision, Ruth Cropp con
tinues to be an active, enthusiastic, concerned
and giving person who contributes m uch joy to
everyone. She is a super friend and hostess.
Before the reunion we received a thought
ful letter from Mrs. N e ls N elson , of Blanchardsville, WI, who shared with us the sad
news of he r husband’s death on Jan 9, 1988,
after ten years of ill health. She said he always
had fond m em ories of W ooster and his friends
there. We send h e r our deep sympathy and hope
that we may m eet h e r som etim e in
Wooster.
Following our 65th reunion, H elen S h u 
m aker M acm illan spent four m onths at her
cottage on Crystal Dike in Beulah, MI.
Secretaries: Sarah Painter, 1 5 7 7 Cleveland Rd.,
Wooster, O H 44691; Edna K ienzle Comin,
1 1 3 8 E. Wayne, Wooster, O H 44691.
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Edna K ies has had a varied and interest
ing career in nursing. She received her R.N.
from Case W estern Reserve School of Nursing
in 1928. M ost of h e r professional career was
spent as a school nurse. During W.W. II, she
served as an Army nurse at Fletcher General
Hospital in Cambridge, and thereafter with the
Eastern Area Red Cross in the states of Ken
tucky and Ohio. She then worked with the
Colum bus School District until h e r retirem ent.
Both before and since retirem ent, Edna has
m ade m any trips in our own and foreign coun
tries and has been active in h e r church and pro
fessional organizations. For the past 19 years,
she has lived at the Dawn Retirement Center in
Dover.
After graduating from Wooster, C ecil
“D u k e” H inm an spent several years in the fruit
business, m eanwhile acquiring M.B.A. degrees
in 1926 and 1932. Thereafter, he taught at John
Carroll U and Kent State U until his retirem ent
in 1967. Since that time he has had ample time
for travel and leisure and has enjoyed both. In
May of this year, he moved to a retirem ent hom e
in Rocky River, located near the hom e of one of
his sons. His wife, J o sep h in e (Kirkpatrick),
died in 1980.
Secretary: G eorge M cClure, 1255 South
P asadena Ave., #1119-B, St. Petersburg, F L
33707.

Our sympathy goes out to the family of
D ean M arquis, who died June 29, 1990.
W hen P au lin e C ase Bam ford returned
from Florida last May, she learned that a birth
day party had been planned for h e r and h e r
grandson, h e r 90th and his 20th.
Secretary: Mary A rnold, P O . Box 343, C am 
bridge, O H 43725.
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Last June, two people returned for our
70th reunion: Grace G ilm ore G erdel and Lis
ter O. W eiss.
Ruth M oore DeK alb would enjoy hear
ing from friends. Write to h e r at Heritage Care
Center, 1815 G inger Dr., Rm. 203, Tallahassee,
FL 32308.
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Please write.
Secretary: H azel Edw ards Lawrence, 8 8 8 3
B row ning Dr., #204, Waterville, O H 43566.

M A R R I A G E S
’6 8 Carolyn M eyer and Toby Appel, Oct. 18,
1990.

19 2 3
It is with deep sadness that we report the
death of P au lin e Ihrig, on Nov. 7,1990. (See
obituaries.)
In the fall, John Stewart wrote that his
trip to Russia was O.K., but he spent five days in
“sick bay” while there. W hen back in the U.S.,
he “was a delegate to a hospital, w here I was a
paying guest for two weeks.” John says he is in
pretty good shape, now. Recently, he enjoyed
talking to a school group about his life as a
child.
After living for 22 years in Laguna Hills,
CA, Margaret Vanderbilt D ettm ers is now liv
ing in Rosem ont Presbyterian Village in Rosemont, FA 19010.
Secretary: Gladys Ferguson, 541-C, W illiam s
burg Ct., Wooster, O H 44691.
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After teaching school for several years,
F ran ces M cK elvey B roadhurst spent her
m arried life in Andalusia, AL. W hen h e r hus
band died, she returned to Prairie Village, KS.
Now having recovered from a broken wrist, she
has moved to M anor Care Center, 5211 W. 103rd
St., Overland Park, KS 66203.
N ellie M arkel Braithwaite, a retired
librarian in Cleveland, is still going strong, but
not building roads as she once did.
H elen Kohr m isses the contacts she had
with m any m em bers of our class.

’7 0 D eb Kilgore and Jam es Ford, Jr., Sept. 15,
1990.
’7 1 N ancy P orter and A rthur Weiss, Nov. 3,
1984.
’7 4 Beth Bartlett and Dave W inchester, Jan.
17,1988.
’8 2 M elissa B etch er and Andy Lodge, July
14, 1990.
’8 4 Agapitos P apagapitos and Carrie Gra
ham ’85, May 20,1989.
’8 5 Judith W eiler and David Thom pson,
August 25, 1990.
’8 6 David B ell and Ethel Adams, Aug. 3,1990.
’9 0 Elizabeth Lane and Aaron D avies, Nov.
24,1990.
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’6 8 To Julia and Richard Kerr, son, Owen
Marshall, June 18, 1990, joining brother,
Ross (5).
’7 4 To Dave W inchester and B eth Bartlett,
son, Paul Jam es Bartlett Winchester,
M arch 23,1989.
’7 5 To Jerry and Barbara C rooks Siko,
daughter, Amy Frances, August 27,1990.
’7 9 To T hom as and Linda Fox Lustenberger,
son, M atthew Thom as, Feb. 2, 1990, join
ing brother, David (3).
’8 1 To Scott E isentrout and Margaret
H ow es, daughter, Claire Howes Eisentrout, Oct. 5, 1990.
’8 2 To Edward and S u san Tom linson Car
penter, daughter, Katie, Oct. 17, 1990.

CLASS
’8 3 To L eeanne D u nsm ore and Brian
Combs, son, Alexander Dunsm ore Combs,
Oct. 10,1990.
’8 5 To T hom as and Karla H am m ett Connor,
son, Reed Thom as, Sept. 25,1990.
’8 5 To Carrie Graham and Agapitos Papagapitos ’8 4 , son, George Graham Papagapitos, May 20,1990.

O B I T U A R I E S
’1 5 H elen e E. Krohn, of Columbus,
Nov. 7, 1990. She was a retired teacher and
librarian. For m any years, she was head of the
foreign languages departm ent of the Columbus
Public Library. T here are no known survivors.
x ’1 9 Margaret H obbs Traylor, Oct. 17,
1990, at h e r hom e in Needham , MA. She had
been a resident of Wellesley, MA, from 1934 to
1985, w here she was a dedicated volunteer. Dur
ing W.W. II, she served as a nurse’s aide at the
Newton-Wellesley Hospital. In 1945 and 1946
she was director of the Speakers Bureau for the
Com munity Fund of Greater Boston. She was a
board m em ber and active volunteer for the
Wellesley Friendly Aid Society, a trustee of Dana
Hall School and Pine M anor College, and served
on the board of deacons of the Wellesley Con
gregational Church. In addition, she served as a
director of Boston M anagem ent and Research
Corporation, an investm ent firm.
A woman of varied interests and talents,
she was a well-known portrait and landscape
artist. H er paintings hang in private collections
in various parts of the U.S. and Canada. H er ath
letic interests included horseback riding, play
ing tennis and golf, and league bowling. In addi
tion, she played the piano and organ and, during
the course of h e r life, traveled extensively. Sur
viving are five children, David, Robert, M argaret
Mackay, Carol Henderson, Elaine Freeman; 21
grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren. H er h us
band, M ahlon, died in 1942.
x ’2 0 E thel E. Cunningham , of Front
Royal, VA, Oct. 2,1990. She received h e r B.A.
and M.A. from Syracuse U and had taught at
Passaic High School, NJ, before h e r retirem ent
in 1958. During h e r retirem ent, she traveled
extensively, including a trip around the world by
ship. In Front Royal, she served as a m em ber of
the County Republican Committee; was a guide
at Belle Grove, a property of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation; and was a m em ber of
the Garden Club of Virginia. She is survived by
her sister, Helen Smith.
’2 2 Ruth B eck er Blanchard, a survivor
of the 1912 sinking of the Titanic, July 6, 1990,
at h e r hom e in Santa Barbara, CA. Twelve-yearold Ruth, h e r mother, brother, and sister were
returning hom e from m ission work in Madras,
India, w hen they booked passage on the ship’s
m aiden voyage from England to New York. H er
father, Rev. Allen O. Becker, rem ained in India to
complete his mission work. For Ruth’s descrip
tion of that fateful night, see ‘T h e Night the
Titanic Sank,” by Dana Vandenberg ’76, in the
Fall, 1985, issue of Wooster.
T he Beckers settled in Ohio, and Ruth
attended W ittenberg U before she transferred to
Wooster, w here she received her B.A. in
English. After h e r m arriage to Daniel Blan
chard, the couple moved to M anhattan, KS, and
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raised three children. Later, she taught grade
school in Benton Harbor, MI, for 20 years before
retiring and moving to California. Surviving is
h e r son, Richard '52.
’2 2 M ildred Porter D ingle, Feb. 17,
1990, in Davis, CA. After graduation from Woost
er, she completed nurses’ training at Presbyteri
an Hospital in Chicago. From there she moved
to Ann Arbor, MI, to work at the U of Michigan
Hospital. After three years in Ann Arbor, the
Rockefeller Foundation sent her to Bangkok,
Thailand, as director of the nursing school at
Siriraj Hospital. H er work there was to train Thai
nurses to take over the responsibility of the
nursing school.
In 1935 she m arried Walter Hugh Dingle,
an Englishm an employed by the Shell Oil Com
pany, and moved to Malaya. W hen the Japanese
invaded Malaya in 1941, she escaped with her
five-year-old son and two suitcases to the United
States via Australia. H er husband died on the
Burm a Railway while a prisoner of war, and all

Mildred Porter Dingle in her garden in Bangkok,
Thailand, circa 1930.

their possessions were lost in Malaya. After the
war, she worked first as a school nurse in Cleve
land and then as an administrative assistant at
Princeton U. She retired in 1966 and resided
until 1984 in W inter Park, FL. From 1984 until
h e r death, she lived with h e r son in Davis, CA.
Surviving are h e r son, Hugh; three grandchil
dren; brother, Cedric ’28.
’2 2 D u d ley E. South, retired professor
of mathem atics, July 30, 1990, in St. Petersburg,
FL. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. from the U
of Michigan and taught in the m athem atics
departm ent at Wooster from 1922-24. He then
taught at the U of Kentucky for 25 years, at
Florida State College for Women for one year, at
the U of Florida for nine years, and at Eckerd
College for five years. T here are no known
survivors.
’2 3 Grace P au lin e Ihrig, Novem ber 7,
1990, at Smithville-Western Care Center.
Pauline, as she was affectionately known by all
who knew her, was the first recipient of the

Notestein Prize, received h e r m aster and doctor
al degrees from Columbia University in 1928
and 1948. She taught French literature and cul
ture at The College of W ooster from 1923
through 1970, and after she retired from Woost
er, she accepted an appointm ent at Auburn Uni
versity in Alabama from 1970-72.
Pauline was an active m em ber of several
organizations, including W estm inster Presbyteri
an Church, w here she served as a deacon, elder,
clerk of session, and was a m em ber of the
Women’s Association. She was also a m em ber of

several professional organizations such as the
American Association of Teachers of French,
T he M odern Language Association and Phi
Sigma Iota, a National H onor Society for stu
dents of the Romance languages, and of which
she was the national secretary and the national
president at various times.
About three years ago, Pauline was found
to have incurable cancer. She sold h e r house on
College Avenue and moved to Smithville-West
ern Care Center, but she refused to just wait for
death. She continued to participate at Tuesday
Table, Classics Club, and Retirees, visited
friends and did not m iss an opportunity to hear
a concert, attend a lecture or enjoy h e r favorite
treat, chocolate soda. She showed the sam e live
ly spirit that characterized h e r before h e r ill
ness. All h e r friends hoped for a complete
rem ission of h e r illness, but about two m onths
ago, the illness cam e back stronger than before
and drained away h e r energy. Fortunately, she
did not suffer long.
Wooster, November, 1990
D ear Pauline,
How difficult it is to write about you! I
have read so m uch information about you, and I
could fill this issue of Wooster without ever
expressing w hat you m eant to us, all your dear
friends. You were a different person to each of
us, but we all agree that you were unique, that
you were magnificent, and that you brought out
the best in each of us: a true, superb teacher!
You had the rare gift of m aking everyone feel
special. T he nurses and nurse’s aids at
Smithville Western loved you for your kindness.
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Your colleagues at T he College of W ooster also
loved you and respected your knowledge, true
and hum ble. You were comfortable with the
m ighty and the little ones, and you received lov
ing letters from all of these, including a neverending list of students, and from that Mexican
boy that you “adopted” years ago and who also
received your encouragem ent to be always bet
ter than his own image of himself. Not many
people can do that, Pauline. Oh, yes, I know,
you would ask m e to shush, but you m ust let m e
have my say this time. After all, I am just voicing
what we all know, anyway.
Do I have to say good-bye? I won’t. I never
did when we parted each day, and I don’t think
any of your friends want to say good-bye either.
So m uch of you rem ains with us that we just
can’t say good-bye. Your smile will shine when
the ducks com e to the pond in the spring. Your
eyes will pierce the darkness of winter. We’ll see
your fingers trem ble with emotion when musical
notes float in the air. Your love of life, of little
things and big things, will help us through when
nothing seem s to be harm onious. You’ll be
around, I know, and we thank you for staying
with us. No, I won’t say good-bye. Once more, Til
say, ‘Til see you tomorrow!”
by Pablo Valencia (Spanish)

’2 7 K athleen Reitz Kelly, a retired Ohio
public school teacher, July 21, 1990, in Anaheim,
CA. She attended Ohio State U and had taught
English for 32 years in Magnolia and Ashtabula
high schools. After retiring in 1961, she and her
husband, Harry, moved to California. She liked
to travel and was a m em ber of the Orange Coun
ty Travel Club. For m any years, she was a m em 
ber of the Episcopal C hurch of the M essiah in
Santa Ana, CA. H er husband survives.
’2 8 F loren ce M cConnell Shupp, of
Fort Collins, CO, August 24,1990. She was born
in Wooster, and after graduation from the Col
lege, was a journalist at the Wooster D aily Record
(now The D a ily Record) for several years. Later,
she was a secretary for the Northfield Presbyte
rian Church. In Fort Collins, she attended the
First United M ethodist Church and was a m em 
ber of the O rder of Eastern Star. H er husband,
Richard, died in 1975. Surviving are three
daughters, Dorothy McKeown, Shirley Kerr,
Carolyn Wilson; 13 grandchildren; 11
great-grandchildren.
’2 8 Row land “P ete” White, Oct. 14,
1990, in Columbus. He received his B.D. and
M.Th. from Princeton Theological Seminary
and served pastorates in Delaware Water Gap,
FA, Cedarville, NJ, New Wilmington, FA, and
Covenant Church in Upper Arlington, before
retiring in 1971. After retirem ent, he served
interim pastorates at Hilliard Presbyterian
Church for three years and as pastor for visita
tion at Brookwood Presbyterian Church for
three years.
D uring W.W. II, he was a captain in the
Navy Chaplains Corps and was a reserve officer
for 20 years. He was a form er m oderator of the
Scioto Valley Presbytery and provided leadership
in the establishm ent of the Geneva Hills Church
Camp. Surviving are his wife, Elizabeth; son,
John ’59; two grandchildren.
’3 0 Robert S. W estphal, a retired physi
cian, Sept. 17,1990, of a heart attack, in
Modesto, CA. He received his M.D. from Johns
Hopkins U and had a varied career with the
New York State D epartm ent of Public Health,
the World Health Organization in Lebanon and
later in Egypt in the ’50s and ’60s, as health offi
cer and as m ental health director of a Modesto
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County hospital. He was a diplomate, American
Board of Preventive M edicine and a fellow,
American College of Preventive M edicine, and a
charter m em ber of the California Health Plan
ning Council. He was preceded in death by his
first wife in 1952 and his second wife in 1977.
His daughter, Louise Good, survives.
’3 1 Ralph N. B uehler, Sept. 19, 1990, at
his hom e in Dover, after a short illness. After
graduation, he taught for four years at Kiski
Prep School and at the Tucson Ranch School.
He then returned to Dover, w here he was active
in the m anagem ent of the family-owned Fairfield
Brick Company. He and his brother, the late
Otto J. Buehler ’24, owned and operated
Buehler Brothers which was responsible for the
sale and distribution of Miracle Adhesive. He
was a m em ber of the board of directors of Mira
cle Adhesive Corporation of Bellmore, NY, and a
m em ber of the board of directors of the form er
Surety Savings & Loan, now Central Trust of
Dover.
Ralph was a driver for Mobile M eals the
past several years. He was a form er m em ber and
president of the Dover Board of Education, life
m em ber of the board of directors of the Tus
carawas County Chapter of the Am erican Can
cer Society, and past president of the Dover
YMCA. He was a m em ber of St. John’s United
C hurch of Christ of Dover and had held every
position on the church council. Ralph was active
ly involved in all civic enterprises and especially
with the YMCA. During W.W. II, he served as a
captain in the artillery in the European theater.
Surviving are his wife, Florence; three
children, Trevor K., J. Nicholas, and Rebecca
Jones; five grandchildren; sister, Bernice A.
Buehler ’29. Ralph’s inquiring mind, helpful
hand, and infectious laugh will be m issed.
by H arold J. B o w m a n ’31

’3 1 F lorence Aylsworth Lytle, Sept. 18,
1990, at Wooster Com munity Hospital, after a
short illness. She lived in Fredericksburg, where
she was born, all of her life. For over 50 years,
she gave private piano lessons in h e r hom e and
was a church pianist for m any years. She was co
author of the “History of Fredericksburg” in
1951 and also wrote h e r own autobiography. In
1986, she was nam ed Fredericksburg Citizen of
the War. She was a m em ber of Fredericksburg
Presbyterian Church, the O rder of Eastern Star,
Necana Club, and 20th Century Club. For 39
years, she was a m em ber of the board of direc
tors of the Fredericksburg Citizens Bank, where
she had served as vice president for several
years. Surviving are h e r husband, Carl; two chil
dren, Sally N ester and Carl D.; five grandchil
dren; twin sister, Pauline
Ferguson.
x ’3 2 E llen Krabill H ostetler, Aug. 8,
1990, of cancer, in Bluffton. She had attended
Kent State U and Ashland U. Before h e r m ar
riage, she had taught for five years in the Wayne
County Public Schools. From 1937 to 1971, she
helped h e r husband in his insurance business.
Surviving are h e r husband of 55 years,
Chauncey ’30; four children, M argaret Bird,
Thom as, Donald, George; three grandchildren;
brother, David M. Krabill ’36.
’3 2 M arion R ichards Jon es, an accom 
plished pianist and soloist, Sept. 15,1990, at
W ooster Com munity Hospital. A life m em ber of
Central Christian Church, she served as choir
director for several years, sang in the choir, and

was a Sunday school teacher. She was a m em ber
of W ednesday Women’s Club, McDowell Club,
Cornelia Club, and was an advisor for the Junior
McDowell Club. At h e r winter hom e in Naples,
FL, she attended the First Presbyterian Church
and was a m em ber of the church choir. H er hus
band, Walter ’28, died on Dec. 5, 1980. Surviving
are four children, Gerald ’60, John, Jam es,
Susan Reibman; 10 grandchildren, one
great-grandchild.
’3 3 Maxwell E. Space, of Binghamton,
NY, April 20,1990. Following his graduation
from Wooster, Max received his M.A. from New
York U. He was connected with the Binghamton
Public School District for thirty five years as
teacher, counselor, director, and assistant super
intendent. He retired in 1973. He served in the
U.S. Navy, Bureau of Personnel, during W.W. II
as Lt. Commander, U.S.N.R. Max was always
involved in church and comm unity and after his
retirem ent continued to be active in the Presby
terian church w here he was an elder, and in sev
eral civic groups including Rotary, Salvation
Army, Roberson C enter for the Arts and Sci
ences, and Fairview Home. Surviving are his
wife, Dorothy (Boone ’33); son, Theodore;
daughter, Joan Arscott; four grandchildren.
x ’3 4 Victor Gravereau, of Kent, Sept. 7,
1990. He was a graduate of Ohio Wesleyan U and
received his M.A. from Kent State U and his
M.B.A. from Case W estern U. From 1937-46, he
taught at Rittman High School and then becam e
a faculty m em ber of the Kent State U business
departm ent. W hile at Kent, he was coordinator
of the graduate program and was nam ed the first
assistant dean of the College of Business. He
retired in 1977. Surviving are his wife, Mildred;
sister, Ida Harris.
’3 4 R obert C. Miller, Aug. 4,1990, at St.
Luke’s Hospital in San Antonio, TX. He received
his M.D. from Case Western Reserve U and
practiced general m edicine in Pecos and Fort
Stockton before serving as chief of staff at the
Dow Hospital in Freeport from 1943 to 1955.
With a colleague, he opened a clinic in Lake
Jackson in 1943. There, and at Dow Hospital, he
served his patients for 35 years until his retire
m ent in 1978.
A leader in com m unity activities, he was a
m em ber and past president of the Lake Jackson
Jaycees and was chair of the Salvation Army
advisory board. T hrough his philanthropic
endeavors, equipm ent was provided for the hos
pital, and financial support for construction of
needed hom es in Lake Jackson becam e avail
able. In 1977, he was nam ed Outstanding Citi
zen of Brazosport. He was a trustee and m em 
ber of the board of Stewards of the First
M ethodist C hurch of Dike Jackson.
Professionally, he served as president of
the Brazoria County M edical Society, and in
1982 he was elected to honorary m em bership of
the Texas M edical Association, for his outstand
ing service to m edicine. Surviving are his wife,
Susie; son, David; daughter, Mary; four grand
children; brother, H. George ’45; sister, M ary
Ting ’43.
’3 5 P au l F. Pfeiffer, a m em ber of the
Ohio Board of Education and a retired superin
tendent of the Perry Local Schools, June 17,
1990, in Massillon. He received his M.Ed. from
Kent State U and began his 38-year career as a
teacher and adm inistrator at Strasburg High
School. Later, he taught at New Philadelphia
High School, and served as principal and super
intendent in Charlestown in Portage County, and
as head of the Southeast School District.

C LA S S N O T E S
From 1957 until his retirem ent in 1977, he
served as superintendent of Perry Local
Schools. His colleagues considered him a “leg
end in education,” particularly for his foresight
in the areas of building program s, board poli
cies, and negotiating with his staff.
In 1980, he won election to a seat on the
Ohio Board of Education and continued to be re
elected in subsequent years. D uring this time,
he helped rewrite Ohio’s teacher education
standards.
He was a m em ber of the Richville United
Church of Christ, the Massillon Rotary Club, the
Buckeye Association of School Administrators,
and the New Philadelphia M asonic Lodge. Sur
viving are his wife, Ruth; son, Nicholas; two
granddaughters.
x ’3 9 Mary H arland Sm ith, April 19,
1990, of cancer, in Clarkston, MI. Mary, better
known as Betty, was a hom em aker, who also was
active in school millage cam paigns, Boy Scout
and Girl Scout troops, and church activities in
Royal Oak and Clarkston.
With h e r husband, Jam es, she traveled on
scouting and Rotary Club trips to China, Africa,
South America, Australia, New Zealand, and
Alaska.
She was an officer of the Royal Oak
School Board in the mid-60s and was a m em ber
of the Michigan Association of School Boards.
She took part in state and national PTA activities
and was a m em ber of the Citizens for Michigan
comm ittee, a group form ed by the governor that
supported a new state constitution. In the late
70s, she served on the Oakland County Com
munity Development Advisory Board. At the
time of h e r death, she was an at-large m em ber
of the Detroit Area Council, Boy Scouts of Am er
ica. In the late ’80s, the Rotary Club honored h e r
as a Paul H arris Fellow, for h e r comm unity
involvement.
She was a m em ber of St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Royal Oak and served on the board of
directors of St. Anne’s M ead Episcopal Retire
m ent Hom e in Southfield. In Clarkston, h e r
other activities included m em bership in the
Farm and Garden Club, Wednesday Night
D ance Club, Historical Society, Independence
Conservancy, and C hurch of the Resurrection.
Surviving are h e r husband, Jam es; four chil
dren, Laura Weld ’66, Jam es A. ’63, Wesley, and
M ary Meek; 11 grandchildren.
x ’4 3 Gordon F. M orkel, Aug. 28, 1990,
at his hom e in Mansfield. A graduate of the
Ohio State U School of Medicine, he practiced
m edicine in Mansfield for over 40 years before
retiring in July, 1990. During W.W. II, he served
in the U.S. Army in Guam, Leyte, and Okinawa
and earned the Purple Heart. He was the author
of two books: H arvest o f the B itte r Seed and
Slightly Soiled S a in t. He was a m em ber of Cen
tral United M ethodist C hurch and was a m em 
ber, am ong others, of the M asons, Elks, Scottish
Rite, Am erican M edical Association, and was
past president of the Ultralight Flying Organiza
tion. Surviving are his wife, Rachel; four chil
dren, Karen Smith, Karla Roth, Keith, Kevin;
eight grandchildren.
’4 4 R obert M. A nderson, of Wooster,
Nov. 9,1990. He served in the U.S. Army
infantry from 1944-45 and received his B.S. from
the M assachusetts Institute of Technology in
1947. He was an insurance executive and a for
m er partner, vice president, and secretary-trea-

surer of W hitaker-Myers Insurance Company. In
1953, he was m ade a chartered property casual
ty underw riter (CPCU). He was secretary-trea
surer of Wayne County Independent Insurance
Agents Association from 1957-62 and served as
its president in 1963.
He was a councilman on the Wooster City
Council from 1959-69 and served as council
president from 1970-78. In 1979, he was the
mayor of the City of Wooster. He had served as
legislative chair of the W ooster Area C ham ber of
Commerce, president of the board of trustees of
the Ohio Municipal League, treasurer of the
League of Women Voters, and was a m em ber of
the W ooster City C harter Commission.
Active in W estm inster Presbyterian
Church, he served as a trustee and elder and
was a lifelong usher. He was also a m em ber of
the A kron/C anton CPCU Chapter, E benezer
Lodge 33 F&AM, and Wooster Rotary Club.
His wife of 45 years, Priscilla W hitaker
Anderson ’45, died July 16, 1990. Surviving are
four children, Kathryn Schaum, Thom as, Dou
glas, Karen Schreier; seven grandchildren; sis
ter, Joan Heffner.
x ’4 4 Marie B enfer Horn, Aug. 19, 1990,
after a short illness. A resident of Magnolia, she
was a retired bookkeeper for the Bank of Mag
nolia. Previously, she had been part owner of the
E. R. Benfer & Son General Store. She was a
m em ber of Trinity Lutheran Church and Atwood
Yacht Club. Surviving are her husband, Leland;
daughter, Linda Abel; one grandson.
’4 4 John N. Stalker, Aug. 23, 1990, of
cancer, in San Diego, CA. He received his Ph.D.
from the U of W isconsin and taught history at
the U of Hawaii for 35 years, retiring in 1985. A
popular and colorful lecturer, he becam e a wellknown cam pus personality through his nightly
world affairs radio program during the ’50s and
'60s. W hile at the university, he helped shape
and launch the East-West Center, started an
overseas career program, and was instrum ental
in bringing the Peace Corps training center to
Hawaii in 1962.
He was also known for his work in local
theater and was featured in m ore than 30
episodes of “Hawaii Five-O.” In 1972, he served
as president of the College and University Pro
fessors Association. Surviving are his wife, Tyra;
son, David; two daughters, M arita Stinson and
Christina Stalker; five grandchildren; two sisters,
M ary W hitenack ’36 and H ester M acGregor ’41.
’5 0 Jam es A. Stanforth, Oct. 8, 1990, of
a h eart attack, at Massillon Com munity Hospi
tal. He received his M.D. from Case W estern
Reserve U and was a doctor of obstetrics and
gynecology in Massillon since 1963. Earlier, he
served for two years in the U.S. Air Force.
He was a fellow of the Am erican College
of Obstetrics and Gynecology, a m em ber of the
medical staff of Massillon Com munity Hospital,
the American M edical Association, the Cleve
land and Stark County OB/GYN Societies, and
the Stark County and Ohio m edical associa
tions. In addition, he was a m em ber of Christ
Presbyterian Church, William McKinley M ason
ic Lodge 431, the Ohio Angus Association, the
board of the Boy Scouts of Am erica Buckeye
Council, and the Am erican Guild of Organists,
of which he was a past dean.
Surviving are his wife, Joyce; three sons,
John, Tom, William; two daughters, Cyndee
Guerin 76, Carolyn Castroverde; two stepsons,
T hom as M orrison, Robert M orrison; nine
grandchildren; sister, Dorothy Stanforth
M oss ’54.

’6 2 B on n ie B ish op N ichols, of Chagrin
Falls, Oct. 14,1990. She was born in Cleveland
and moved to Ashtabula as a child. During h e r
first year at the College, Bonnie lived in a suite
with M arion Black Howells, Genie H enson
Hatch, and Carol Edge Campbell, ’62s. T he suite
in Holden Hall proved to be a successful experi
ment, and the four young women becam e bond
ed in a lifelong friendship.
Bonnie was a m usic major, and h e r love of
m usic shaped h e r life. H er com m itm ent to
m usic was exemplary. She taught piano in Cha
grin Falls, in the Cleveland Institute of Music
Branch, and in h e r hom e. M any of h e r students
entered the National Piano Guild. She was a
m em ber of the National Guild of Piano Teachers
and the Group Piano Teachers of Greater Cleve
land, and was active in the Chagrin Valley Chap
ter of the Fortnightly M usical Club. She was an
active m em ber of First Church of Christ Scien
tist in Chagrin Falls. In addition to music, her
hobbies were dance and roller skating which
she actively enjoyed. She was also a volunteer in
the com puter lab in the Chagrin Falls School
District.
A dedicated teacher, loving wife, devoted
mother, and sincere friend, she will be m issed
by many, but she has given us all the gift of
beautiful m em ories. We are sure that h e r m usic
is enriching the heavenly kingdom.
For h e r Wooster friends, it is a comfort
that h e r daughter, Judy, is a first-year student at
W ooster and is carrying on som e of h e r m oth
e r’s traditions. In addition to h e r husband, Jim,
and daughter, Judy, she is survived by h e r par
ents, Vincent and Dorothy Bishop of Ashtabula,
and sister, Virginia Hagan, of Chagrin Falls.
by Carol Edge Campbell ’6 2

We have received word of the following
deaths but have no further information.
x ’2 2

Anna Scott Cree.

x ’2 4

Edna Troutman Howell, April 2,1988.

x ’2 9

Harvey C. Fry, Oct. 17, 1990.

x ’3 4

Frank T. R hoad, Dec., 1984.

x ’3 5

D u d ley A. Dilley.

x ’5 9

T hom as F. Otley, Feb., 1990.

T he followilng obituary will appear in the
Spring issue.
’5 4

Vivienne Sm ith M ason, Dec. 31, 1990.

E D I T O R ’S C O R N E R
Information in the Class Notes has been
compiled from reports by the class secretaries,
newspapers, press releases, and letters to the
Alumni Office or the editors. Class secretaries
— please note the following deadlines for each
issue of Wooster.
Fall:
August 18
Winter: O ctober 22
Spring: February 2
Sum m er Non-reunion Classes: May 13
Sum m er Reunion Classes:
June 13
If you plan to have your wedding photo
graph appear in Wooster, consider having a cou
ple of black and white prints m ade w hen you
make arrangem ents with your photographer.
You will be pleased with the result. E2
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What They’re Doing Is Generic, hut

Where Are These People?
A Contest

T

here are three questions in this con
test. The first asks for a factual
response; the other two test interpre
tive skills as well as recall, and conse
quently count for more. To win, an entry must
answer all three questions to the editor’s satis
faction.
First prize is glory. Second prize is a free
lifetime subscription to this magazine.
Here are the questions.
1. In which residence hall were these pic
tures taken?
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2. How might someone come to have a
sign on his door which said “OHELL DAD!”?
3. What is your most vivid (printable)
memory associated with this residence hall?
Respondents do not have to have lived in
this building. Answers should be sent to
Contest Department, Wooster, The College of
Wooster, Wooster, OH 44691-2363.
S3

According to Peter Saylor o/Dagit Saylor Architects,
architect of Henry Luce III Hall, “Vetruvius once said
that all architecture requires three characteristics:
firmness, commodity, and delight. The first two, I
think, can be rather easily achieved. It is the quality of
delight that really makes a building unique. We sought
to bring that delight to Luce Hall through the small
detailed quirks and idiosyncrasies such as the particu
lar patterning o f bricks, small, square openings
around the facades, or the myriad of opportunities for
special details. ” This view o f Luce shows some o f the
delight o f which Saylor speaks.

“In some ways the third-floor rooms became the most
dynamic because we chose to take advantage o f the
peaked roofs," says Luce Hall architect Peter Saylor.
“These provided us opportunities for m aking garretttype spaces, and the idiosyncrasies that one gets out of
those spaces gives particular joy to those rooms. ”

